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| Netanyahh '
threat

ISRAEL! Prime Minister
Bmyamin Netapyahn
warned yesterday he might
) reject an invitation to pro-
T a posed Middle East talks in
RN Washingtor if the Amer-
- icans Tfed to dictate the
scope of an Isreeli troop
- withdrawal,

_ Netanyaho convened his
- nipe-member nner cabinet
e to discuss what the Israeli
. press described as a US ul-

timamm -— Israeli ae- |

. ceptance of an Americap
proposal for a 13 per cent
- .. withdrawal or cancellation
of a White Honse cer-
emony mnext Monday to
lannch final status tafks.
The full cabinet of 17
ministers was expected to
L make the final decision on
T ng.SpmposﬂmS.m-
o US Secretary of State
- Madeleine Albright issned
- the invitation after two
s days of separate talks in
-0 London - with Netanyahu
and Palestinian President
: Yasser Arafat that failed to
achieve a
She sa:dPresxdentqhg;
ton was prepared io
. the two sides for long-
— delayed 1alks on a final
N peace accord bt oply if
interim isspes were e~
solved in advance — an

allusion to the US pro- |

posal that Isreel haod over
another 13 per cemt of
West Bank land to Pal-
estirian self-rale.
Netanyahu, referring to
American

the
told Israel radio: “I don’t
want to get into details
here but the United States
konows what we can do and
what we can’t do. We
don't accepl dictates.”

The prime minister went
on; “Of course the Unitad
States is imporant 1o us,

and to this govemnment

et But we peed v remind

L LI everyone that we are 0ot &
sub-state of the United

States. We are a sovereign

state.”

After declaring Tuesday

night that he would go o
Washington, Netsnyahu
left open the possibility
that he might not go ¥
there were -foo  many
strings amached.

Asked if rejecting an in-
vitarion from such a cro-
cial ally was ev;'n an op-

eonded: “Possibly.: Am

I obligated 10 accept every
invitation on any comdi-
ton?”

He said that if the United
States was felling him thar
his presence in Washing-
ton was linked to his ac-

Lat
i

Tuesday night in Marocco,

welcomed Clintons in-

- vitation. The Pa]esnnlsn

) leader was espected D

Cairo today for consulia-

Iuons with President Hosni
Mubarak.

50 years of duspoasession

Paiestimians continued to
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" Fated to fail

The Mlddle East peace summit in London appeared doomed even before it started. Khaled Dawoud reports from the British capital

“Today, the question is put 10 Mr Nemnyahun: do
you want to put the peace process back on track,
ox will you be held responsible for all the chaes
and negative conseguences that will follow the
failnre of this process?” The question was posed
by Saeb Erekat,” chief Palestinian negotiator.
whomsxsmdthauhcmamzch:evemoflnn-
don’s two-dayMidd!eEastpw:e talks was to
expose o the world just who is actually ob-
strueting the peace

For Western an ysts.tln:facttha:US Sec-
retary of Siate Madeleine Albright gave the Is-
mhpmwronlyﬁvedays:oacoeptm
proposals’ for 4 13.1 per cent withdrawal from
the. West Bank before. yet another ronnd of talks

| gmwﬂmgtonglth:s umaschanndb_y P:eszdmt:_

'MBW]“””n b l.thondnn and
ut judging by experience
endlesgomermnndsofUS Earopean, Ezyptian
and Jordanian-mediated aegotiations between Is-
rael andtbePalemmmmNemnyahumme
garsago themnnbcnoguar

ameesd:aube ashmgtonmeeungwlﬂ

y progress in a peace process that has ef-
feu:vely paralysed for 14 months. .

In 2ddition, taformed sources fear thatr Wash-
mgmnm:ghtpmp:msmeonthe?alesunmnsm
accept Netanyahu's offer of » 'maximum 11 per
cent withdrawal from the West Bank, on condi-
don that r.h;ifmll be the ﬁnﬂstage of re-
deployment before beginming .statns tafks.
Should the Palestinians acoept Such a proposal

they will enter final statns negotiations with full

"conrmol of just 14 per cent of the West Bank, civilian

control of a forther 25 per cent. and 40 per cent control
in Gaza. And given the Jength of negotiations on inter-
im issues apd the early siages of withdrawal. Ne-
tanyahu has every reason to be confident that thornier
issues such as settlements and the retum of Palestinian
refugees will be drawn out over inmmmerable stages,
likely to occupy a decade or more.

Newsnyahw has proved adept at finding excuses,
something at ‘which he will undombtedly continue 1o
excel. Arafat &5 not cracking down on Hamas. the num-
ber of Palestinian police is higher than stated in the
Oslo agreements. the PLO charter mnst be changed,
the US muR guarantee that Amafat will pot decjare an
independent state. And then, of course, there is his ex-
cose of last resort, the need 10 consult with the hard-
line mesmbers of his coalition, the very pecple who
threatened to bring him down should he concede more
than nine per cent of land to the Palestinfans.

Probably those mosi aanoyed by the London meet-
ings were the British jonrnalists and Whitehall officials
who-were forced to spend their 4 May Bank Holiday
chaperoning the fruitless pegotiations. The limousine
diplomacy and convoys of cars Madeleine
Albright, Palestinian Presidemt Yasser Arafat and Ne-
Lanyahn berween their varions hotels in central London

.proved 1o be nothing but a waste of time. Meanwhile,

the entertaining puzzle for reporters who had nothing
10 do but 1o stand for Jong hours in front of different
hotels was to argue over , the pine per cent
or 11 per cent offered by Israel, thclSIpcrcentde—
manded by the Americans and the 30 per cent stated in
the Oslo agreements,

Even before the 1alks opered the parties involved

were playing down expectadons of any significant
. Warnings that the failure of the London talks
would signify “the death of the peace process™ con-

- stimate, in the end, linde more than cachy headlines

easily ignored by Netanvahu. And with the US a the
steering wheel of the peace process, Ismel’s prime
minister remains confident that he will not be pres-
sured mio making concessions by a Democratic ad-
ministration with iis eyes firmly fixed on the next pres-
idential elections.

And 2 British Prime Minister Tony Blair's opeming
meerings with Netanyaho and Arafat, British officials
were keen 1o stress that London was nothing more than

“a venue for the talks”™,
Meanwhile. Israel’s ambassador 10 the Usnited Na-
tions, Dore Gold, was busy claiming. more tham ~ Ti-1a

disingepoously, that the Oslo Accords mentioned no
percentages for redcployment in the West Bank and in-
dicated only further redeployment. 2 peculiar way to
describe an agreement that clearly calls for Israeli re-
deployment out of all Palestinian-populated towns and
villages in the West Bank. Goid also repeatedly spoke
of the Likud's secumity fears. “This issue of per-

s is not a debate over a tip in a restauranl.” he
1old reporiers. “Every single per cent is 53 square Kilo-
metres, the size of all of Tel Aviv. This threatens Is-
rael’s defence ajong the West Bank defence barrier.”

_he adied

Gold also repeated Netanyahu's statement that Israel
“had already gone the extra mile™ in wying to make
peace with the Palestinians. Quite whai this extra mile
was no one seemed sure. though one leading British
Middle East commentator quipped that “Netanyshu's
extra mile was the distance that Isracl’s laiest Jewish

setilement extended into occupied Arab land.”

British press reporis on the meeting lended o cen-
centrate on the frony of Netanyahu and Arafat staying
less than a mile away in the same city but refusing o
meet face to face. The frail and tardgued appearance of
Arafal aJso gave fise 1o speculation on the Palesdnian
leader’s health.

Perhaps the most exciting scene that took place as
the London 1alks opened on Monday was the side
show of three small demonstrations which wok place
in front of 10 Downing Street when Blair was meeting
with Netanvahu and Arafat. Some 40 Israelis sym-
pathetic to the Peace Now group active in Isra¢] chani-
ed slogans in Hebrew and English culling for a two-
state sofulion and maising banners calling for the re-
lease of Vanounou. incarcerated im Isracli iails for
more than 11 years now after revealing its nuclear ca-
pabilities 1w a British newspaper. Shonly afierwards,
four Israelis dressed as rabbis came towards reporiers
handmg them starements by the ~Caoalition for Ismael™
The swatement announced their opposition to “sur-
rendering additional land to Arafat, not 11 per cent and
not one centimetre of retreat from Jewish fand.” “Not
one inch™ and “no rerrcar from promised land™ they
chanted,

Hot on their heels came 60 heavily veiled women
and bearded men. mostly of Pakistani origin, carrying

"a black dag and shouting “homb... bomb Israel, gas,

gas Ismael. What do you want? Jihad When do you
want jt? Now.” The three groups siood next lo each
other, separatad by policemen. The Jihad sopporiers
bumed the Ikracli flag while Peace Now watched on
with confusion. The four rabbis beat a sudden retreat.
o doubt citing security reasons.

Talking up
the trade

This Monday Cairo will host the eighth -
smnumoftheG—lS the economic gronp-
ing of the strongest economics io the de-
veloping word, The gatheriog will be in-.
angurated by President Hosni Mubarak
and is to be attended by a nember of
heads of state and government.

Tt convenes a1 a time when the nations
of Somtheast Asia, some of which are
group members, continue to reel in the af-
termath of the crisis that uindecmined

" members are passing through critical

phases of their economic reform pro-

gmmmesanduaumewhmdevelowng

nammaremahnganamemroupm

alugershceofmemmauonal

1o heip combat high nnemployment rates.
“Economic groupings of comies with

. gimilar intevests and conditions are the

mmmw.andtheydosen-etheemnom—
i¢’ interests of their member-states,” said
Foreign Ministor ‘Amr Moussa, high-

G-15 mhelpfomumeth:shapeofmc
world’s future economy,™ although it has
to acknowledge the economic gap be-
tween South and North.

“The G-15, first established in 1989, has -

zwomajorobju:uwsmuscomng-m-
coopération

mdymkmanmnbaofngmﬁcamstegs.
Indecd, it was thaoks to the collective
&fforts of the G-15 thar anempss to- im-
pose international trade regulations that
wonldhawdem:dmepoomrcounm
their - cheap labour

stopped. “The objecum ofdcvelopu!

Greater South-South cboperation and betier terms for
economic relations with the North are among G-15

hopes for next week’s Cairo summit, writes Dina Ezzat

-couniries o labour conditions zmd child
Iabour, which help reduce production
costs, overlooks the fact thai snch phe-
nomcnamamhnfthepoven'yfaced
by developing nations,™ said Mounir Zah-
ran, President Mubarak’™s representative
. at the summit.

G-15 has been patticolarly active in
combating the noa-stop attemprs of ad-
vanced countries {0 get multi-national
corporzstions to close their lactories in de-
veloping countries. where labour is
cheap, nnder the pretext of fighting poor
tories relocated m the rdcher coumtries to

help create more job opportumities and
- boast thei

their owm economies.
Today. there is room for similar col-
Tective efferts to minimise the high price
of globalisation that developing coumtries

.Tace. As an off-sheot of the G-77 and the

Non—AhguedMovemenl. the G-15isisin
"a positicn to help devel economies
secure & bigger share of the international
market.

Next week’s summit will take place

shortly before the ministers of trade of the
member-states of the World Trade Or-

ganisation (WTO) are scheduled (0 meet
in Geneva to consider more globalimon

measures. “The recommendations of the

- G-15 ar its Cajro summit will be taken

into consideration by the WTO meeting.”
said Zahran

The smmmit also comes before a meet-
ing thar should shorily iake place be-

- tween tbe G-7, the big industrial nations,

and ‘the G-24, a Washington-based ec-
onomic grouping that anends World
Bapk sessions and includes some G-15
members.

“President Mubarak bas alveady ad- .
* the year 2000, as origmally scheduled. .

dressed 2 message o British Prime Min-

ister Teny Blair in which he highlichied a
nurnber of important issues in the South-
North economic cooperation,” said
Moussa.

The G-15 is actoally now a G-15 plus
one. Members include Algeria, Senegal,
Nigeria, Zimbabwe, Kenya, Malaysia, In-
doncsia, India, Jamaica, Brazil, Ar-
geotina. Peru, Venezuels, Chile, Mexica
andEgypl,counmesr.halarehomlo:‘-ﬂ
per cent of the world's population and
that accoumt for 39 per cemt of the Third
World's GDP.

Inter-trade among members, though. is
{imited and one obiective of the coming
sommir, with its side-line trade fair and
businessmen’s forum, is 10 highlisht the
available facilities and opporumitics for

cooperation.
There are already some 20 projects that
rely on the vast namral resources and
technological know-how of the group 1o
which various member stales are contrib-
uting, alongside a nomber of bilaenl

“Maybe in the very begioning the G-15
did not perform in the best way possible
but recently,” Monssa believes, ~“there
has been an ingreasing feeling that, with
the way the worid economy is going.
Iheremaneedtomnxinﬁsemeuseﬁ.llness
of this

ThcﬁmmdlmG—lSmeenngswae
hosted by Malaysia. This eighth sumrrit
was originally schedrled 1o be hosted by
Jamaica. When local considerations inter-
fered with plans, Egypt offered 1o take
over so that the opponunity of taking
siock of the South Asian crisis and co-
ordinging positions oa pending econom-
ic iscnes was not Jost. And Epypt remains
willing to play host 1o the 10th summit in
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Bilateral i i in Mi king topped the agenda of the Mubarak-Gore m g .
economic cooperation and the deadlock in Middle East peace-making : :r‘:d e utcome of the four-hour-long m o ] ;{;‘:ﬂt ﬂﬂ

took place on the eve of the London talks. Nevine Khalil reports on the politica

Talking politics
and reform

On the eve of the London meerings be-
tween the United States. Israel and the
Palestinians, US Vice-President Al
Gore concluded a short tour of the re-
gion. Gore was in Cairo on Sunday af-
ter visiting Israel, the autonomous Pal-
estinian territories 2nd Saudi Arabia,

For over four hours President Hosni
Mubarak and Gore discussed the con-
tnuing stalemare in the peace process.
and presided over the sixth meeting of
the US-Egyptian Economic Partmership
which began in 1994, In 2 joint news
conference. both men hoped that the
London meetings would be successful
because the alternatives were bleak.

“If this meeting is not a success. it
would greatly complicate things in the
future.” Mubarak said. Gore agreed,
saying that the Palestinians and Is-
raelis should seize this “strategic, ex-
wraordinary oppornity”™ for a break-
through. Looking ahead. be added that
there was 2 long way to go~ for the
peace process. regardless of the out-
come of the London meetings. “There
are other tracks such as the Syrian
and Lebanese tracks. but a successful
outcome in London will provide a
springboard for the whole process,”
Gore said.

Presidemt Hosni Mubarak and US Vice-

President Al Gore presided over the
sixth meeting of the US-Egvptian Part-
nership for Economic Development and
Growth last Sunday. The two men Lis-
ened o progress reports by the Parmer-
ship’s varjous bodies, including four
governmental sub-committees and the
private sector Presidents’ Council. Afier
the mecting. Egvpt and the US an-
nounced a Tride and Investment Frame-
work Agreement (TIFA), initiating gov-
erament-lo-government  dialogue  on
rade and investment issues. which
would pave the way for a2 Free Trade
Agreement.

Clearly. the private sector is taking
the lead in improving investment and
trade relations between Egvpt and the
US. And the Presidents’ Council, whose
members include leading business peo-
ple on both sides. has plaved a vital
role in advising the two governments on
ways of achieving thar end. Since 1994,
Egypt has camied out aumerous ec-
ogomic and legislative reforms hased
on recommendations provided by the
Council.

Shafiq Gabr, chaiman of ARTOC
and a Council member. told Al-Ahram
Weekly that both sides have a common
agenda. pamely promoting Egvpt as a
high-profile investment venue. ~There
are no differences berween the Egyptian
and American sides.” Gabr noted. “We
both want (o achieve the same objective
of more investment and exports.” He
added that manv efforts have been
made towards realising that goal, and
“clearly, we are moving along the right
path, because over the past year, there’s
been a rise in non-oil US investment in
Egcypt as a result of policy changes

Tipper star for Imbaba health centre

AfRer Gore’s deparnwe. Mubamk
weat into talks with Palestinian Pres-
ident Yasser Arafar, who stopped over
in Cairo for consultations on his way
to London. “We will wait for the Pal-
estinians to say their word because
they have to decide.” Mubarak said
ahead of meeting with Arafat. “They
have to accept or refuse what is being
proposed 10 them.™

Gore was houndéd by the Egyptian
press and media abous his visit 10.1s-
rzel 10 attend celebrations marking its
50th anniversary. He defended-the vis-
it. saving that “there is absolutely no
inconsistency ar all in feeling an his-
toric friendship for Israel and feeling
passionately thac it is in the best iwnter-
ests of Ismel and our other friends in
the region to have a successful conclu-
sion to the peace process.”

Tuming to bilateral relations. Gore
praised Egypt’s “dramatic success sto-
ry™ in reforming the economy and en-
couraging foreign investment. “Egypt
is moving ahead rapidly with 2 whole
series of common-sense reforms... im-
plemented boldly [to pave] the way for
new trade and ipvestment from around
the world.™ the vice-president said. He
affirmed the importance of iavolving

US-Egyptian pa

here.”

Gabr explained thar the Counrcil’s ef-
forts have resulted in greater US and
multi-national  private  sector  in-
vestments in the country. “Companies
have becoms multi-national and muilti-
dimensional.” he said. “and investnent
in the age of globalisation no longer
comes from a single state.™

High on the Council’s furure agenda
is promotung Egypt's “competitive™
edge for information technology and
software. “The Council believes that
Egyvpt has greal potential, like India and
Ircland, for information technology,”
added Gabr.

Jack Tyman, chairman of the US side
of the Council. said that TIFA is a “pre-
cursor which instituetionalises a dialogne
between the two governments,” prior to
discussions that will lead w0 a Free
Trade Agreement. The same procedure
was used by the US and Mexico before
the North Atlantic Free Trade Agree-
ment NAFTA) was signed.

Tvman described if as a “very good
step” towards an FTA, adding that, in
tandem with the govemment dialogue,
the Council will hoid symposia and
conferences in the US with key people
in the private and public sectors, gov-
ernment and legislative bodies o raise
support for an FTA,

ibrahim Kame]. chairman of the
Egyptian side, said that both parties im-
pressed on Gore that a US-Egypt FTA
“is a very important point™ Tyman

that studies have shown how an
FTA would increase trade both ways,
as well as technology sharing and joint
investment. *“Yhe private sector is en-
couraging both governments to expedite
this dialogue.” Tymadn said.

the private sectors of both countries in
-alking about practical solutions to
concrete business problems,” an-
nouncing that & number of US business
leaders will arrive in Egypt next Oc-
tober 1o aggressively evaluate the new
investment possibilities.”

Mubarak and Gore witnessed the
signing of one teaty and three mem-
oranda of understanding (MolUs) regu-

lating bilateral relations in law enforce- - :

ment, small businesses, environment
and edocation as part of the US-
Egvpiian Economic Parmecship. The
Mumal Legal Assistance Treaty
{MLAT) establishes a framework for
law enforcement cooperation between
the two countries and will enhance bi-
Iateral cooperation on transnational or-
ganised crime, terrorism and narcotics.

Cooperation will include serving doc-
uments, executing requests for searches
and seizures. transferring persons in
custedy for testimony or other pur-
poses. taking testimony of witnesses in
either country and providing documents
and records. MLAT covers any crim-
inal offence in the country in which as-
sistance is requested. It is yet to be rat-
ified by the Egyptian parliament and
US Congress.

Last year, Congress rejected a “fast
track policy™, that would allow the ad-
mipistration to conclude FTAs with any
country it chose. As a result, the pos-
sibility of finalising an agreement with
Egypt has diramed until the Congress-
administration  dispute is resolved
“Egvpt is in the same situation as other
countries,” explained Tyman, who be-
lieves that TIFA and the correspording
private sector dialogue would prepare
both sides for FTA discussions when
the time comes.

Gamal Mubarak, spokesman for the
been high on the Council’s agenda over
the past two years, although it is “pot
an easy process- for either side”. “"We
hope that {TIFA] could eventuaily- lead
us along the road to a free trade agree-
ment,” Mubarak added

Although Muobarak conceded that
there has been a surge in US investment
in such fields as power and tele-
communications over the past few
months, he said that Egypt’s “aspira-
tions™ have not yet been met.

Kamel affirmed that there is
on all fronis — direct investment and
technology trapsfer -— adding that
“very soon” major companies in the
fields of education and human resource
development will initiate operations in
Egypt.

During their discussions with the pres-
ident and vice-president, the Council fo-
crsed u:n the :mna?v;uss undertaken
since beginning of year. Pres-
ident Mubarak stressed the govem-
ment’s determination to continue efforts
to improve Egypt's business and in-
vestment climate and give the private
sector the opportmmity to realise these

The MoU of ihe Small Business Ad-
ministration (SBA) formalises a coop-
erative relationship beiween the SBA
and the Eg¥ptian government to assist
start-up companies in Egypt's de-
velopm vate sector.

The egngulnnmental MolJ esiablishes
formal commitments for cooperation
on environmental issues, including
global climate change. implementation
of Egypt's environment law and pro-
motion of sustainable tourism. En-
vironmental Affairs Minister Nadia

rtnership check

goals. Gore affinmed his government’s
support for Cairo’s efforts o attract di-
rect foreign investmenis. which will

promote ecopomic growth and iech-

nology transfer and increase Egyptian

eXports.

Tyman told reporters that, “puided by
the priorities of the government of
Egypt™, the Council chose two in-
dustries which it will promote for direct
US privaie sector investment. These are
agro-industrial investment projects and
hitech industries where policy changes
are needed 1o encourage investors.

Comacts with leading US companies
in the field of agro-industry are under-
way, and so are preparations to host
presentations in the US to raise aware-
Eﬁs of investment oppom:u:tiles-in the
Council members from the hi-tech in-
dustry, including software development,
are already proving instrumental in pro-
viding insighr into ‘ways of attracting
investments to Egypt’s hi-lech industry,
and potentially also in directly contrdb-
uiing to investments ir that sector.

In the iosurance investment sector,
Egypt is ready 1o amend existing leg-
islation to usher in private expertise and
managerial skills. To this end, the
Council began preparations for round-
1able discussions with a group of 15
leading US insurance sector companies
to announce reforms and direct im-
vestment iies once the mew
legislaton is passed.

On investment promotion. the US
Trade and Development Agency (TDA)
has agreed to organise and sponsor an
invesior conference in the US towards
the end of the year. The conference will

Makram Ebeid said thm 2 joint com-
mittee will be fomwdm wde:aﬂp'mt'ls:e re-

fred . > 10 " re-
portsMp:I:mmd Bakr. It will also
focns on the protection of water re-

sources, reducing air pollution, sofid

waste management and the use of cam-
pressed namral gas as car foel.

The US Trade Department and com-
panies working in the Seld of environ-
ment will Jui in an environment
conference which will organise
next year. The ac-

highlight 50 specific privatisaion and
infrastructure investent i
which the TDA will pre-qualify. The
conference will be futded by the US
cy for Intemational Development

(USAID). “We're really making some
exciting advances in these areas,” Ty-
man said.

The Mubarak Professional Deveiop-
ﬁem Iniﬁa;_l:;e (MPDI) was previcusty

unched ;oung  Egyptian
fessionals, and al NGO is under fog;
tion t0 maintain this focus on human
resource development and 1o easure the
continuity of the project Also, the
Council supports copperation between
the Small Business Administration
(SBA} and the Social Fund for De-

_velopment (SFD}, which resulted in an

agreement between the two govem-

development centres in Egypt.

The Council supporied the new Pro-
curement Law currently being dis-
cussed by the Egyptian parliament, snd
committed itself to capitalising on fm-
proved economic conditions to increase
mvestment opportunities, technology
transfer, trade and human resource de-
velopment. )
On the governmental level Sub-
committee 1, copcerned with economic,
trade, investment and foreign fonding
policies, reported that Egypt will canry
out new reforms to forther enconrage
investmeats, giving the lead to private
sector initiatives. More strucrural “and
legislative refo:_ms are stll needed,
however, especially improved patent
nghtspmecupntomoomachsmgl_:—
tech c es t0 set up shop in
Egypt. On trade, both sides want con-

[ Thare

-viroonreot and sostained development

issues, focused on three major projects,

- pamely the reduction of lead pollution

in the air, especially in the Greater Cai-
ism projects on the Red Sea coast: and
development and management of cul-
tural sites #nd protection of national
heritage. The sub-commimee’s funme
agenda includes: outlining a narional
strategy on the best ose of energy
sources, improving bealth services in
rural arcas and the implementation of
Egypt's 1994 Eavironment Law.

Desling with education ‘and human
resource development, Sub-committee
IV reported that, i coordipation with
other sobcommittees and the Pres-
idents’ Council, it has worked on im-
proving the skills and technical abilities
of Egyptian workers. in addidon to the
education of women and girls. The

m_enhancmg cooperation between the

While Al Gore was having talks with President Mubarak, his wife Tipper visited a
USAID-funded matemal and child health centre at Imbaba. Mariz Tadros was there
m ’

would be no room for questions. Not that they
wounid have been able to hear her answers any-
way. She was secated pext to a2 mother with a
young girl who insisted on grabbing her parent’s
purse. Whea her failed, she began
scmchalﬁ' g constantly. Mrs Gore removed her
waltch showed it to the girl. This kept her
quiet for a while. Mrs Gore seemed genuinely at
case as she tried to chat with the mothers about
their health and the number of children they
have. In between Mrs Gore™s hailing of Egypt’s
immunisation programme and effoits to reduce
maternal mortality rates, the kile girl lost inter-
est in the waich and started screaming again A
member of the USAID press siaff hurried to the
adjoining room to bring her a rattle.

Qutside the centre, word had got around that
Mrs Gore likes children. The outcome was a
mass of Imbaba children spread out aloog the
sidewalics, waiting to get a glimpse of ber on her
way oot. Earlier in the day, hardly anyone in the
neighbourhood knmew of Mrs Gore™s visit to the

It was midday and the staff of El-Ommal
{Workers) Maternal and Child Health Centre in
Imbaba were scurrying around, trying to get
everything ready. Mrs Tipper Gore was coming
round at 245pm. The visit was to be an op-
portunity for Mrs Gore to see a USAID-funded
project working in the area of child survival,
matemal and child health and family planning-

A wmuck amived and flower pots
which were arranged at the entrance t0 the cen-
tre. The black-and-white paint on the pavement
was still wet. .

Inside, 1.30pm: Posters on breastfeeding, fam-
ily planning and infant diarrhoea prevention
were brought' in and plastered onto' the oth-
erwise bare walls. Members of the advance
team — di from Washington prior to
the couple’s arrival to oversee preparations —
passed for the umpteenth time through the
rooms Mrs Gore was scheduled to see during
her 45-minute visit, eyeing them from all four
Comers.

2pm: Health Minister Ismail Sallam arrived to
"check out one of the rooms to be visited by Mrs
Gore. He sniffed the air, and asked in an agitat-
ed voice: “Who has been smoking here?” Look-
ing round at ome of the centre’s workers, he
lashed oot “How could you bhave let them
staoke here? the windows!™

2.55pm: Having amived a little late, Mrs Gore
immediately confenedard a “gold star” upo?mr.:
cenire — an award given to government clini
which meet rigorous service quality standards.
She then visited the unit for homeless babies,
where she asked sbout the prospects for foster
parents for these babics. She also met with
some of the mothers who have benefited from
the clinic’s programmes, which include family
planning, reproductive health and child bealth
services. Mrs Gore was shown various conira-
ceptive devices available al the family planning
unit. Then she sat down to talk with a group of
mothers with children.

Reporters were told in advance that there

ceatre, Seeing the flower f in,
ane of the women mumb!ed.pmf “bemgl'hegovemorm of
Cairo must be vistting.” .

Madinet El-Ommal (Workers® City) was orig-
inally built by President Gamal Abdef-Nasser
for textile workers. Now its residents are mosty
pensioners, plus & sizeable proportion of civil
servants. Al located in Imbaba, Madinet
El-Ommal is lined with blocks of boildings on
spacious paved streets. It is nothing like West-
%Mounimoniheogllerside,whichhaslong

synonymous with lerrorism, poverty and
shanty dwellings. .

Most of the Madinet F1-Ommal residents jn-
terviewed by Al-Ahran Weekly said that the ser-
vices provided by the Maternal and Child
Health Centre were, on the whole, excellent, the
best they have in the comnmaity. “Mind you,”
said one woman, “this is only recent; lass than a
year ago. Before that, nobody used to go there. .
It was a dump, and the services were really bad.
At one point, they even closed it down.™ The

clinic is one of 3,400 in Egypt whick have re-
cejved assistance from USAID. -

g
g
|
g
f
1

years ago, USAID had given her, as well
many othey women she knew, a certificat of
posit equivalent to LE5 because she did
have many children {only three). “We 2lso
m:mkm oil and flour t0o. Hey, if it §
ded by U , does that mean we will
gening flour and oil 1007 she asked.

g

“?mﬁﬁ

The annual staging of Verdi’s Aida will be shifted back from Luxor to the Giza Pyr-

Verdi’s Aida back 10 the Pyramics zmsbu. s e s spors, e tmo rmains wsherged — nes oeer ~ *

: ] lower " Kami said. “This year, we ~ tintcci will play Radames, Aida’s lovey. P }
According to Nsamai E}-Zayyar. bead of the  are planning o speud $2.75 millon. about 30 &5 for the enln spenimy s ioeer FHe opdel Moncim Kamel of tie Qpera Hovse, - :
E%‘pt_mn Travel Agencies Chamber, selling  per cent less than last year.™ - mngeﬁ'omm(ntooggandthoseofdmodl- The have six assistants.” B
in Cairo will be an easier job for ravel ~ He sajd the revenue from last year's pro- er will vary from $75 to $200 chﬁrw{?mwmbc au znd the ,
. . mc Egypﬁans_ [Ia. I.n' _.IB_. N
) . o i % {',

An English Language School

qualified and experienced foreign
native English-speaking

Preparatory Section.

The Hatshepsut Temple opposite Luxor will
not host Verdi's Aida this year. It will move
back from old Thebes to the foot of the Great

Opera House. “Aida has taken its time in
Luxor, where we tried it three times: in 1987
near the Luxor temple on the eastern bank of
the Nile and in 1994 and 1997 in front of the

to the Pyramids where Vendi imagined it tak-
lns plme.'II

D_eclarmg_ that Luxor will not host Aida
mmK:msaidthePymmidswiubeilsﬁ-

agencies. “Although Lixor is a magnificent
setting, Aide did not work oot there. Cairo has
a big foreign community and also many ho-

much about the revenve. What we do care
about is that snch an annual event should not
stop. If Aida continues to be staged annually,
I believe that we will benefit foancially in the

with free promotion before and after the per-
formance. l

“We have learned from past experience and
now know how to make a big production with

dnctionan_munwdzos?:jmil!ién.
. Preparations for the October production are
mfﬂuswlnﬁuﬂleOpdeuse. Moreover

ism Aurthority which will promote it thron
imofﬁcﬁﬂ!:mad.“uidxmﬁ.mmmfﬁ
ready two sponsors for the event: i

crease this nwmber Liem year.”
Opera singers Lucia ia, Maria Gu-
leghina and Leoma mm playaA?cl!la

.and Vladimir Galouzine and Nicola Mar.

In!987Aidawusm5edtwic=,bmhaﬂg.

Pyramids and in Laxor. But the setting of this

year's ion will be slighdly different

Pyramids of Giza where the major part of the  tels and, the E;lynmlds are more easily aceess-  about 10 public refarions anies production Pyramids
REQUIRES opera is set. A ar $2.75 million pro-  ible than the Hatshepsut Temple,” he said. moting thl;uevenl abroad. G%ﬂrc area:ﬁoprgg E'Inh?ls eyt g o e
_ duction, from 12 to 17 October. will colncide _ El-Zayyat pointed out that most wavel agea-  ticket outlets in Europe. Teavel agencics will S s syeiid2, Vill be 500 metres away
a with the 10th anniversary of the new Cairo  cies will market the evemt. “We do not care  have a big role as well as the Egyptian Tour- “nl:"u be staged int;re bmkm?flgw%

and Accor Hotels, and four others will be con- . :
o . : ot Temple on the western bank” long run,” he said. tracted. tnside the sancuary of the This can
Prmclpal for the P"mary and said Hassan Kami of the Cairo Opera House.  Kami said that last year's Luxor production  “The theawe will seat sbomt 3.400 happmaw for we bave to peeserve
It is high time that Aida 100k off again back covered its and also provided Egypt tators,” Kami said, ﬂhm-em-eplanst:p?:: 0Ct monuments. H ﬂ::s

According :
Yeﬂfsmndnmouvdﬂnuhaveafm' di--
Iector bur an exscntive director only, who i

ian. “We are going to imitate Jast 5
production, ™ Kam said This will b mﬁy
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a centrist course

The efforls of the would-be’ found-
ers of the Wassat Party to win legal-
iy are gaining momentum and so is
the controversy surmounding the di-
ﬁcu:’t birth of this new middie-of-the-
roax

force. Amira Howeidy reports
— 5

The Political Parties Tribunal will decide on 9

whether the W |
mmmaiwmmsm)mmm
be founders had filed 2 apped) oith the t-joace
2 year ago after their original application fora -

cense was tarned down by the Polig .
v by the Political Parties

Selim El-Awwa, lawyer for the would-be
founders, appearsd confident of victory. “Al-
Wassat has become a reality and does not need z.
licence from anyone,” El-Awwa told Al-Ahram

Weeldy. “The political ad copstitational defini- *

tion of 2 party is 2 gronp capable of polirical ac-
uvily In a ceram i

ceived excessive internations] attention, 1ke no

other party had received before. if we seek a B~
eense.zt:ssimply‘hn;usethisisdxeonljimy.

El-Awwa, himself one of the would-be found-
ers, said that “from a Iegal ive, we have .

a very strong case. It will be very difficult for -

the tibunal w reject our appeal, but we still can-

aretheémn'ceofanﬂmrhy,unlikerhe

And yet the platform attaches fmportance to
plemeating Arvicle 2 of the Constitntion which
stipulates that “Islamic Sheri'a is the msin
somuoflegislaﬁon.”l.sstAugusg,thefomd—
ers, along with a group of Nasserists and sec-
ularists, announced -

the formation of a share- .

koldet compamy tw
ne named Al-ill,fmmbd (The Fuune)):
Although )

wspaper
is project was thweried by the recent
changes in the C,;gpmn Law, the-founders
are ing for a legal way ont: . . -

“A1 Wassai 15 the best political éadeevors in

sofiened its opposition o the group. Back in
1996, after Madi's request was tumed down, he
was arrested briefly along. with a mmmber of.
ﬁmﬂmhoudﬁbus“forbdongmgtolt
gal group... attempting to cIrcumvent
gality by establishing the Wassat Party as a front
for the Muslim Brotherhood.™ But, in a sign that

the government might be swiiching signals,

Madi appesred in a preview of 1 new television
show last Ramadan entitled “Face to Face™

However, the talk show was nevegr screened for -

unknown reasons. So, did the government really
sofien its opposition? :
“Appearing in-a preview on the state-ron Tele-
vision counld signal a significant change in gov-
emment policy toward Al-Wassat,” said Diaa
Rashwan, an expest on

o, tond by the AL-ARam Coae for
Egypt report., issaed by the Al- :
Political and Swategic Studies. “But I believe
that the government is still extra cautious with
them,” A .
Following Madi's initial attemnpt to establish

the party, the Brothezhood's leaders, angry that. .

such a step was teken withont their

consent,
the majority of wounld-be members to

withdraw their applications. Aithough the Broth-
ethood's action allayed fears that Wassat conld

be a fromt for the Brotherhood, Rashwan re- -

greni them legality. . -

“It is far-fetched that the govemnment wonld
place its bets on 2 grovp that aigmally branched
from the Brotherhood, although the group ac-
tively interacted with other political forces and
embraced political trends that are different from
the Brotherbood's,” Rashwan said. “If the Was-

tuaily, the party’s leader?” -
Although the gap between the Wassat and the
years, Rashwan maintzins that the former has

pot. matured enongh to be a political force that

must be reckoned with, . - .

Reflecting another. fear, Rashwan said that if
the Wassat gains ity, “many people who are
familiar with the Brotherhood, pax y m
is a Brotherhood party.” -

El-Awwa re.sponded that such imterpretations

“completely mistaken.” “The Brotherbood is
;cideological;oupwhﬂetheWamis_apoln-
icalpmywithapnliticnlphﬂ'ormlhatmbc

meats.” he said. ' .
“When Madi was amrested two years ago just

because he wanted to establish a party, the gov- .

emment held the mistaken belicf that the pariy is

claims or not. “We have a strong appeal; show-

ingthatth:PoﬁtiulPa:ﬁesConmmeemade
grave legal

. “But if this happens, we still bave anol
ﬂym'-m-p.mgaid. 10 say just

what that other way might be.

Islamist-oriented . political '.
-+ .} the world, sraving to ke payt ia the

. society. Al-Wassat bas :
achevedmatalready;higthepnypg:ymm-_

- et

On 10 May, and for the follpwing

Conference Cemare (CICC) will open
its doors t delegates from all over

.| Mobarak. Ap operations’ mom has -

.been active for the past month o oc-

TourS.
.“ht is a big honour for Egypt.” said
Hassan Hamdi, chsirman of the or
ganising committes. “In fact, this is
the first time the conpress will be
beld in the Middle East and Africa.

Foreign acconmmodation,.

~Interaction,
| past and futur

Due to its imponance, many countries
comp\':.leaggr:ssiveiy to host this con-

fxess,
With the worid standing on the
threshold of the third milleanivm, the

:  principal theme of the congress will ba

“Interaction: the 2ist century.” Del-
egaies and represenfatives of varions
such as Microsoft. Compaq and
ATET, will talk about the fonae of
communications and interactive ad-

- reved the vast untapped polential of

the Middle East and Africa, providing
goilance on how 1o do business i the

regon.

“Abom 50 senior speakers are gong
to take pan,” Hamdi said. ibrahim Na-
fie, Al-Ahramn board chairtnan and ed-
for-in-chief, will deliver the key-noie
speech m the congress. Also invited 10
speak on the future of media and mar-
keting comnunications are Michael
Elliott, editor of Newsweek magazine,
Jim Lee, president of American Ex-
press Emerging Markets, Robert
O'Leary, Corporaie public affairs
manager of Mobil, Jan Soderstrom, ex-
ecutive viee -president of Visa Inter-
national and Paul Woolmington, pres-
ident of World Wide Media.™

For the first time in the lAA's his-
tory, the congress will include inter-
active sessions., where attendamis will

With some 1,500 delegates attending,
Cairo will be hosting next week a con-
gress of the Intemational Advertising
Association. Rehab Saad reporis on
the final preparations

have the unity o interact viz
satellite video-conferencing with
others abroad. Using a computer serv-
er. the sessions” moderator, sitting in
the Cheops Hall of the CICC, wil!
connect delegates with on-line speak-
gates will be able
o follow the sessions through video
screens and projectors. If thev wish 10
tnteract with moderators and speakers,
they will be able 10 use ome of 120
;:ﬁ:pmem instglled in the conference

Imeyaction sessions will comsist of
three pars: past, present and futcre.
Interaction “past” will explore ihe
mysicrious inleractions of ancient
Egyptian culture — the firss civii-
isation in which communicarion was

Gaballah Ali Gaballsh, head of the Sc-
preme Council of Antiquities. speak-
ing from the Egyptian Embassy io

Intteraction “present” will gaugz: the
consumer’s tole in the information
age, and the advantages and dis-

advantages of being informed hy so
many different sources, and throush
w0 many hi-tech channels.

Interaction “foture” will look into
the fure of communication tech-
nologies, and their impact on the com-
inp generaljons.

=Tt is the first time ever in 60 years
thar the attendants will be able ta mter-
a1 with people from five different Eu-
ropean conntries on air, and be able to
ask them gquestions and hear their an-
swers.” Hamdi said, “The caiellite con-
ferencing is sponsored by Arab Radio
znd Television (ART).” Hamdi added,

Another first is a business match-
making programme. offering inter-
ested delegates the nity o
meet with key govemment officials,
aad [eading prvate sector en-
trepreneurs to probe business po-
tentiaf.

1 believe that the vast intemational
media coverape of the congress will
berefit Egypt 2 lot.” Hamdi said. “The

" artepdants will copvey what they saw

0 theirr nswspapers or TV stations,
Moreover, the presence of about 1,500
forergn visitors will promote confer-
ence tourism 1o Egypt”

Hamdi added another importamt
point: *The advenisemem budgets al-
located for the Middle East are small
compared to those allocated for Eu-
rope, the USA and Japan. It is high

time to show the world thut we are
oot gening our fair chare” He feels
that the congress could serve as a
platform for discossing the matter.

On the last day of the congress. and
on the occasion of the [AA’s 60th an-
nmiversary, Mn Suzanne Mubarik,
Bamry Day. Creative Director of the
LAA and Norman Vale, the 1AA s di-
rector-general, will launch a ~give-a-
kid-a-hand™ campaign. which is de-
signed 10 underline the worjd's re-
spoasibility towands children. The
campaign will receive exiznsive cov-
erage throughout the world.

On the sidelines of the congress, an
exhibition displaying the latest
achievements in the ficlds of in-
formation technolnay, tele-
communications. meli-media and re-
fated industries will be held, us well
as a bazaar displayinz Khan El-
Khaliii handicrafts and Egymian cot-
ton casval wear,

The congress is orpanised by the
Al-Ahram Establishbment. Look Ad-
venising, American Express Travel
and Imtermarkets. It is zlvo sponsored
by a number 01 major Egyptian and
Arab media channels. advertising
and tourism orzanisatjons. i has the
support of the ministries of in-
formation, tourism, foreign affairs
and transpon and communicagions.

{See Profile, back puge)

Six months after the Hatshepsut Temple massacre, the city of Luxor stili stnuggles with
the ramifications. Fatemah Farag falks to Maj. Gen. Selmi Selim about govemn-
ment plans for the future and does some independent scouting o tap popular feeling
L __________________________________________________—________________

im-

-the city”s fotuare.

" Theidea. is to tum the city info an open
.explained.

A

.ism only. This has meant that toorists 2

thai temp
: them

. Six defepdants were
-~On 3 April, the court referred the dossiers of

mistzkes when it turned down ourre-
quest, hc_sgid.Fmﬁsviewpg;m,_ﬂlS-;‘ek;l;
"lmpumhbl‘.y"forﬂi_em reject iher

“Honesty in dealing with the problem as
well as objective criticism coustitute 60
per cemt of the solution,™ My, Gen. g&
Selmi Selim, head of the Higher Coun- Mg
cil for Luxor. Far from his home-town g
of - Mansourz, Seim was sent down gl
somh in a major reshuffle of govern- x%
ment officials following last No- 5

vember’s slanghter. His mission is to re-
vemp Luxos*s fmage and make plans for

“We bave a vision for Luxor and a plan
extending all the way to the year 2017.

musenm &nd a coltural preserve,” Seiim

The three- -government plan -

ment oppormnities.: Regarding the first

Laxor has been known for cultural tour-

speod only 20 minntes in the ity -itself.

Weslﬁppeog'l;inandmntoseetlﬁsur
le

'© address this shortcoming, the gov-

'anmemisam:mpﬁpgloexpandﬂledeﬁzﬁﬁonof

tourism. “We are presently approving projects
which would promote health tourism. For ex-
ample, the use of sand and our great weather by
bealth spas,” explained Selim, adding that 12 fa-
cilities of this soxt bad been approved at a total
cost of LES50 million - °

Moreover, # gof course project is unaderway
o\nera.2.'50—l'mid=marenamlam.'atlnfersimi!argc:;-l
Ject has been approved. “We hope that the
course will be mangurated in November with an

mmaumﬁ:hmm%&lm .
A picce of has been for an en-

tertainment complex and ideas for the promotion
of water sports are being discussed. “Can you be-

Heve tha: in 2 place Iike Luxor we have only a

few cinemas and no theatre?” Selim asked.
“These are things which have to change, not only

. for tourism bot also for the guality of the lives of
themse!

the mhabirants tves.”.

Selim denied reparts that a shipping dock
would be constructed along the westemn bank of
the Nile, which is home 1o Luxor’s archaeolog-
ical treasures. .

“There will be oo building of docks on the west
bank,” said Selim poinredly. *However, we must

‘develop docking facilities because we bave 250

boats on the Mile and the resuit is that yoo have
four ar five rows of boats parked parallel to each
other at any given time. It is becoming 2 T

bazard apd it doesa’t Jook good either,™ he sai

According 10 Selim, what is planned is a 4.5 km-
long dock along the east benk. “We have plans
for beawifying the west bank, but its nature will

there is nothiag else to Plamare'lmderwaym

Waiting for the futur

o,

restore the image of Luxor

not be changed.”

Other plans aim at relieving Luxor of its pop-
unlation overload. “The number of inhabitants has
reached approximately 380,000. We pesd to get
people away from the city,” Selim said. To date,
three housmg projects have been approved —
New Teeba [Thebes], El-Taref and New Luxor.
The first is to absorb between 20,000 and 30,000
inhabitams and 70 per cent of the infrastrucnure is
already in place.  °

El-Taref, west of the Nile. is intended as a solo-
tion for the age-old problem of Old Gumnah — 2
problem which escalated into violence reccntly
when a confronration between securiry forces and
inhabitants left four residents dead. *“We intend o
move nine shanty areas known as Old Guraah to
this cew town,” said Selim. “The first- phase of
this project will be completed in two years and
will absorb approximately 8.500 persons, while
the final project should house 15,000."

New Luxor, which will cover an area of 3.000
feddans, is still i the planning stage.

Finally, the employment diversification focns:
*“We have wonderful anisans in oor town, and yet
90 per cent of the items on display at the bazaars
eomefmmomsidevt‘h;e‘hcity.llismaig;yog;
wide young people with all the sapport
to set up handicraft projects,” Selim explained.

For the success of these govermment
grammes, Sclim suessed the imponance of the
people’s cooperation. “We bave a new security
concept that is more sophisticated and there is a
feeling of optimism on the streets,” said Selim,

Asked if these programmes have been success-

- Afghanistan

‘returnees’ sentence

' of Al-Gama'a Allslamiya
sﬁmﬁgﬁm death on Monday, one {f
in absentia, by the Supreme State Secur-

ity Court for plotting awacks against high-

t officials. In a session that lasted

governmen
- J afewminmcs,;opmdm" J Almed Sal-
ﬂ’;ddinBaddom' .wwmmmms

to Iife imprisonment with hard laboar, six to 15
years in pricon, three to 10 years, one to five
years, one to three years and one to one year.
acquirted.

Mustafa Bamza, the Gama'a’s mililzq com-
mander who is believed to reside in Al

"-ghanistan, ad Said Abdel-Hakim to the Grand
Mufti of the Republic. The Mufii"s approval is

2 technicality, required under Egyptian law be-
Fore anyone is senienced to death. On Monday,

"Baddomr said the court had gained the ‘mufii’s

approval. .
Reactions 1o the verdiets were mixed. The de-
fendants” lawyer, Ssad Hasabalish, said they

_were “tough and harsh.” The defendants, who

believe they are fighting for' a boly cause,
theered wiiile the relatives of those convicted

broke down in tears. Relatives of the six who

N o R S LT

were acquitted rejoiced.

The defendants were accused of joining an il-
legal gronp that seeks o overthrow the govern-
ment and establish a strict Islamic stawe. They
were said 10" have received para-military train-
ing in Afghanistan and Sudan in preparation for
carrying out terromist awacks in Egypr. They
were also accused of killing, or the attempt to
kill, ioarists, policemen and govermmemt of-
ficials. Most were amested in lae 1995 and
were held in detention until their wial opened
last year.

The death sentence against Hamza was the
third he has received in gbsentia, He was pre-
viously sentenced to death by a military couont
in Alexandria in December 1992 and by a Cai-
ro mititary wibonal in November 1993, Hamza
is belicved to have been involved in the 1995
assassination attempt on President Hosni Mo-
barak in Addis Ababa. .

Abdel-Hakim, standing in an on cage aloog
with the other defendants, told Al-Ahram Week-
iy that, even though he belonged to Al-Gama'a,
he was innocent. T never did anything that de-

Edited by Wadie Kirolos
|

pholo: Khaled

fol in reviving tourism, Selim insisted on seeing
the glass as half-full “After what happened, for-
eiguers said, ‘Forget it, Luxor has another two
years to go before it picks up.’ However, next
month we are getting two weekly charter flights
from England and occupancy in hotels is up, not
to mention conferencs tourism. We are doing
quite well, in fact.™ he concluded with a broad
smile.
¥

Walking aroond Luxor can be both pleasant and
nerve-wracking. The streets are empty and only a
bandful of tourists are out, giving you the i

sion that you have tbe entire place for yourself.
On the other hand. shop-owners. carriage-and-
taxi drivers as well as the boatmen are all desper-
ate for work and have very linle 1o target — other
than yourself. As Selim Ragab, a waxi-driver put
i “These have been very hard times. Right after
the incident [massacre], we had no work at all.
Today it is a bit bener. I mean here you are in the
car and I will make some money.”

According W govemment statistics, hotel oc-
cupancy is up to 30 per cent, a figure supported
by a policy of promoting conference tomrism.
“We have had people from 1be Rotary Club, Arab
Parliamentary Umson and Arab Labonr Organ-
isation and they all held conferences in Luxor,”
said Sabri, who owns a bazaar in the main market
area, “Things could have been worse.”

However, vendors complain that the majority
of visitors are Egyptian and thus are less inclined
to buy what Luxor has to offer. “Why would an
Egyptian want to buy souvenirs of Egypt?” asked

Sabri. ~Besides. they usually bargain
over prices.”

Even though the whole town has been
’1 hard bit, some have snffered more than

y others. As Khaled Fathi. a tourist guide,
o cxplzined over tea at his home in New

Gurmah: “What is really sad is thar the
people who were hil the hardest are the
. drivers, tour guides and day vendors —
people who cannot turn 10 other jobs
when tourism isn’t flourishing.™
Although the government's efforis to
revive toorism seem to be appreciated
by most citizens. the same does not ap-
= ply to all the new urban development
plans. In the village of New Gumah, Ha-
lawiyat is busy baking bread, while the
s men in her family are out irying to make
money for next week's flonr. “Our
: whole village works in tourism. Many of
them are taxi-drivers. They go out every
moming and park their cars at the taxi
siop, only 10 come back at the end of the
day withour much in their pocke1s.” She
shakes her head sadly but suddenly be-
comes very exciled with the mention of
new cities, “We live off the archzeolog-
scal siles and we protect them. If it was
not for our sons, nobedy would have done any-
thing at the time of the massacre. We were un-
armed like the police, but we displayed greater
courage when it came to protecting the (ourists.
How they then move our people out in the
desen?" she asked heatedly.

Those who have aiready moved to El-Taref are
not very pleased either. “We have no water or fa-
cilitics,” said Aam Ali as his son filled up a jug
from a water truck which comes once a day. “The
houses are very small and there is no place for
our livestock.™ Built on a hilhop and known as
the “flood victims® homes.” the small, domed
structures look like toys. “They think things will
be mere secure when we are oul in the desen?™
he asked. “Well it wasn't our fault to start with.™

People see themselves as caught in the grip of a
monkey wrench. “We are poor and geiting poor-
er; it is wrue that we are getting bener trearment
from the police bot siill ... And then there are the
terrorists. What can we do™ said Abdel-Fauah, a
limestone crafisman whose work has come to a
virmal standstill. As be pulled nervously on the
neckline of his galabiya, Abdel-Fauah said. “We
have been reduced to nothing. When [ was
young, we used to jump from the 1op of a palm-
tree just for fun. Today, if a man falls off his don-
key, he is broken inte a hundred pieces.”

Is there light at the end of the wnnel? People
are not sure. “We in Luxor are very unforunate,”
concluded Khaled. “If it is not one thing. then il
is another. There was the massacre and then the
Gumah fightdng and then a shooting in Minya ...
One thing after another. What do you expect?™

Eﬁ- -|

The Supreme State Security Court has sentenced two

serves a death sentence,” he said

But, be added, “I am nor afraid because my
confidence in God's justice is unlimited. [ am
sore that God will heip us sooner or fater.™ Ab-
del-Hakim insisted that he had

Al-Gama’'a Al-Islamiya militants to death, sent 15 to
jail and acquitted six others. Mona El-Nahhas reports

"+ -fendants raised banners declaring support for

their leaders in Egypt and abroad. Some bran-
dished copies of the Qur'an while others shout-
cd anti-government slogans.

chosen the right path and had no
regrets.
Mobhamed Abdel-Fantah Rad-
wan, who got life imprisonment
witk hard labour, said that he had
boped for a death sentence, “Bul
I’m happy with the verdict. I'm
not worried about my o chii-
dren becaose I left them in God's
hands.”

Judge Baddour, who is known
for giving harsh sentences
against militants, is believed to
be om the top of Al-Gama’a’s i
most wanted list The sentences

An English Language School |
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qualified and/or experienced foreign native
English-speaking teachers to teach children
in the Nursery, KG, Primary and

We also require a native German-speaking
Teacher for the Primary and Preparatory

Preparatory sections.

were passed ander tight security sections. |
measpres. Jonmalists and media onist
personne]l  were  thoroughly Please contact our receptionist

searched before they entered the

couriroom.
Before Baddour entered. the de-
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wouldn’t fly

Once agéin the neo-Zionists were able to capture the high ground, writes
Graham Usker, as left-wing apposition fell flat at Israel's real 50th an-

niversary party — at Har Homa

Sining in his small study ar Haifa University —
perched on the very summit of the Mount Car-
mel mountain range that dominates Haif2 port
and the Lower Galilee — Israeli historian. [lan
Pappe, muminates on where Israel is ar, 50 years
on.
“T don’t think we bave Zionists in Israel any
more,” he savs. “What we have are neo-Zionists
and post-Zionists. or rather Zionists who have
yet 10 understand that the founding myths of Zi-
onism are no longer fonctional™. These poiendal
post-Zionists include political forces like Is-
rael’s leftist Mererz bloc and Pappe’s own par-
ty. the non-Zionist and mainly Arab Democratic
Front for Peace and Equalitv. The neo-Zionists
are settler and other nationalist-religious groups
who have gone back 10 Zjonism and ex

from it the “most exmeme, most fanatical™ es-
sence.

“The neo-Zionists are Istael’s new right.” says
Pappe. “For themn valves like democracy and
liberalism are unerly dispensable. The only val-
ue that counts is the Jewish nation. If preserving
this nation means another war with the Arabs,
5o be it If it means occupving more Arab land,
so be i This is the ideology that assassinated
Rabin — it knows no inhabitants™.

Pappe’s taxonomy was illustrated on 30 April.
Tsrael's ‘Independence Day. While most Israelis
were preoccupied with the shemanigans sur-
rounding the “Jubilee Bells™ celebration in Je-
rusafem — where a modern dance woupe pulled
owt of the ceremony after Jewish orthodox
groups insisted that it perform “fully clothed”
— Palestinians observed a festival at Jebel Abu
Ghaeim in the “closed™ and occupied West
Bank

To coramemorate Israel’s SOth anmiversary.
Jewish sepler and other rightst mroups had
called on their followers to eather there 1o “lay
a symbolic comnerstone™ at the site of the pew
Har Homa Jewish semlement And gather they
did. From moming 1o dusk. thousands sireamed
through what remains of the hill's pine forest
und walked along the new dirt roads that now
ring the mountain. Families laid om picnics and
u children’s playground amid the mins of an an-
ciept Arab fort on the crest of the hill. On a
makeshift dais. "Jewish pationalist™ rock music
blared out while men and women danced them-
selves into a religious fervour. Right-wing lead-
ers, like the Gesher Pary's Michael Kleiner.
gave speeches calling on Binvamin Netanyahu
w “lberate us from the Oslo agreement™.
(Three days later Kleiner’s Land of Israel Front
warned that it would “1opple™ the Ismeli gov-
ernment if Netanyahu considered a further West
Bank lovment of “more than 10 per cent™.

Most of the estimated 10,000 who auended
the festival were wearing black Kippurs and, for
the women. medium length dresses. the emblem
of lsrael's pro-senler Nadonal Religious Party
{NRP). But there was a considerable number in

Explosive Amman

Last week was an explosive ope in Amman. It
culminated when an Israeli car with Jordanian K-
cence plates was set ablaze outside the five-star
Jerusalem Hotel, damaging six other adjacent ve-
hicles. It is common practice for Jordanian li-
cence plates 10 be issued to [sraeli cars the min-
ute they cross over into Jordanian territory for
security reasons, following a number of aitacks
on Israeli tourists three years ago-

But the Jerusalem Hotel explosion camies a
special significance since it targeted an Israeli

jeans and Nike T-shirts. draped in the blue apd %
gold colours of the Likud Party™s Betar youth *
movement. Whatever their affiliation, all were &

there to assert the sovereignty of Greater Ismael
over the West Bank and effect. symbolically for
now but in the future actually. the demographic
and terrtorial wansformation of Jebel Aba
Ghneim into Har Homa They were — in
Pappe’s parlance — the human embodiment of
“neo-Zzonism™.

Those he hopes will become Israel’s “post-
Zionists™ were assembled at the foot of the hill.
Arcund 300 Meretz and Peace Now supporters
were staging a  “counter-demronstraion” 1o
protest the settlers” takeaver of Jebel Abu
Ghneim. To make up for their small numbers,
the protesters tried 10 inflale a massive white
dove. But 1t stubbomnly refused to leave the
ground. They then lined the road leading to the
mountain, picketing each setler who passed.
Ope woman in a headscarf and pushing 2 pram
raised her evebrows in contempt “Why do you
listen to them?" she asked, referring to Peace
Now. are a minority™. Given that those
on the hill our-oumbered those at its foot by
around 15 to one. the Guestion needed an an-
swer.

Why was the tum-out of Isreel’s Peace Camp
at Jebel Abu Ghneim so derisory? No one with
any sense of proportion can dispute that groups
like Peace Now are commirted to peace and are
against seitlements ke Har Homa. But a clue
1o the left's current crisis in Israel was given on
the placards lsrael’s Peace supporters brought

with them to Jebel Abu Ghoeim. Amid the vsa- o

al slogans that “Har Homa = the end of peace™

and “Bibi is bad for everyone™, ope banner 5=

stood out. “Har Homa is not Zionism,” it read.
For the Palestinians who lost their lands 50
years ago — and who live under Israeli occupa-
tion today — Har Homa has always been Zion-
ism. And, for Isrselis like Ilan Pappe, Har
Homa is Zionism now.

“The Zionism left in Israe]l wants to square
the circle.” he says. "It says it wants Israel to be
a democratic state, but denies that it can be a
state for all its citizens. It says that Jews —
who do not live bere — can be equal citizens of
Israel. but Palestinians — who live or did Live
here — cannot. It pretends that Zionism has
somehow had nothing to do with the oppression
of Palestinians. These are impossible conwa-
dictions™.

Undl they are resolved, suggests Pappe. the
left is likely to stay marginal in Israeli society.
QOnece they are resplved — which will probably
be “after further violent upheavals™ in the re-
gion — the left may not only be for peace but
ready for it on the basis of a post-Zionist ideal-
ogy. But this is for the long term. In the short
term, the left will condnue pumping up a dove
thar refuses 10 flv. And the right will have the
mountain.

Druze businessman, Azzam Al-Assadi, who was
in the hotel. Roey Gilaad, spokesman for the Is-
racli Embassy in Amman, was also in the same
hotel, and his car with its Jordapian licence
plates was parked nearby.

Many analysts believe that this explosion was
meant (o send a message to the government of
Abdel-Salam Majali; The Jordanian government
refused an earlier request submitted by the Jor-
danian political parties to hold a rally to com-
memorate 50 years of Palestinian dispossession

while the Israeli embassy was seen

to be celebrating s Jubilee 0o a
grand scale. Popuiar frustration
against Prime Minister Majali’s re-
pressive measures has been ex-
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pressed in a series of events rangiog
from last month’s rots to this
month’s small home-made bombs
i symbols and repre-
sentatives of the political regime.
The Jerusalem Hotel bomb fol-
lows on from a series of explosions
that have created wi panic
among the 1.5 million inhabitants

at

Three different, and equally symbolic occasions, 2
emblems of the country’s three (sic) religions in front of an appropriately
police clash with Israeli and Palestinian labour protesters d

fake papier maché

Iast week in Israel

Ieft): at th

of official eelebrations ] dancers held aloft the
; in a somewhat more realistic scene, Isyaeli

ing against the closure of the Palestinian territories; meanwhile, Peace Now

activists at Har Homa try to lannch a huge inflatable dove to protest at continning settlement — but, keeping its own counsel, the dove respintely

refused to fly (photos: AFP}

ofﬁu?.mman, shattering their provincial tran-
quuilily.

In Amman, it is widely believed that all these
explosions are political in intention, since their
“modus operandi” has been designed to avoid
any loss of life, and their tming carefully chosen
for the chily hours of early momning when no
passers-by are likely to be injured. Yet, despite
soch “reassuring™ considerations. the panic is
still mounting.

The sequence of attacks started on 21 April
when a police high-way patrol command station
15 miles from Amman bad five of its cars blown
to pieces at 3.30 am. The explosion caused
$70,000-worth of material damage, but nobody
was hort.

Just a week later, another explasion hit the car
of jordan’s former Intelligence Chief Mokamed
Rasoul Keilani, in the, early hours of Wednesday
29 April. The same dzy another explosive device
was set off aimed at Senator Jawdat Suboul, a
fm’l‘h mini 'sst;re;;flﬂxe interior.

ere is ation that the Syrian-backed
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine
(PFLP) (General Command}, headed by Ahmad

Cool reception in Cairo

A small number of Egyptians tumed up at an Israeli Embassy reoéption celebrating
israel’'s 50th anniversary, but high-level officials and the founders of the Cairo Peace
Movement were conspicuously absernt, Omayma Ahdel-Latif reports
"

N

Jibril, might be behind the explosions, since sev-
eral of its members were arrested six weeks ago

on the Syrian border as they tried to infiltrate Jor- .

dan, carrying explosives. Those amested later
said their aim was to attack Israel.

Around twenty people wene arrested from the
Palestinian refugee camps, all of whom are sus-
pected of affiliations with Fibril's PFLP-General

Tw an:r..daman '

o J ian parliamentsry deputies, Mah-
mond Kharabsheh and Mohamed Azaydeh, is-
sued statements asking for the release of Mo-
bamed Abu ‘Najich, Nasser Sarisi and Awni
Shatarat, who are major figures of the political
o?osinunmﬂlereﬁlgeecmps.

ince the Istaeli atempt on Hamas leader,
Khalid Misha'al, on 25 September last year, and
the wounding of two Israchi diplomats three days
earlier, Amian has become another Beirut, with
other people’s political scores being seitled on
Jordanian terrain.

There were attempted fire-bombings at the Js-
raeli and British embassies last month and an ex-
plosion at an American School. Six Yragi busi-
oessmen including a diplomat were massacred on

A series of carefully-planned and targeted bomb attacks in and around the Jor-
danian capital would seem to have been mounted in protest at King Hussein's pol-
icy towards Israel. A-Ahram Weekdy's special corespondent in Amman reports

15 Japuary and two prominent Jordanians, a top
lawyer, Dr Hanaa Neddeh and a top psychiamist,
Dr Awni Saad, were assassinated on 8 April. Dr
Youssef Qussous, an amiy general who is head
of the military medical services, had his house
sprayed with buliets or 25 April. So far, none of
these cases have beea solved. :

The finger of suspicion has also pointed at Syt

Sour relations between Amman and Damascus
had eadlier resurfaced with the press and television
of the two countries aiming barbed comments at
each other. Tension between the two Amb neigh-
October 1994 peace treaty with Isteel, withiout
honouring its earlier commitments t© maineain
unified coordination for a joint policy. However,
- u l :D M!

pitch of violence. Current Syrian feelings became
evident, however, when Damnascus described the

along with the Turkish Vice Chief of Staff Gener-
al Chafiq to Amman as stabbing Syria in the back.
Syria also believed that this act was aimed at forc-

ing it to acquiesce in the Israeli offer of a oni-

Iateral peace treaty with Lebanon,

I~
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Unlike the ceremonies held in various
capitals across the world which were
attended by heads of state and prime
ministers, the Israeli Embassy in
Egypt's 50th anniversary celebration
was a low-key affair. Apart from Yous-
sef Wali, deputy prime minister and
minister of agriculture, most high-levet
government officials failed to show up
for the festivities. Even the founders of
the Cairo Peace Movemeat, a newly-
established NGO dedicated to pro-
moting regional peace, were abseat.

Coming at a time when peace-
ofma]u];n_ g mrfl dmgla%clsed. as a result

inyamin Netanyahu's intransigent
policies, a smaller-than-usual number
of Egyptians attended, compared to the
annual receptions organised by the em-
bassy in previous years, said one Egyp-
tian journalist who did go.

An Israeli embassy official claimed
that “a lot of Egyptians™ showed np at
the reception, but the journalist dis-
missged this as “an exaggeration.”

The Egyptians were oumumbered by
foreign puests. the journalist said.

“There was pothing special about this
year's festivities e t for the fact
that brooches, in the form of the blue-
and-white Star of David flag, carrying
Hebrew and English 50th annjversary
inscriptions, were handed out to men
while flowers were given to women,”
the journalist reported.

The festivities were overshadowed by
the stapnation in the peace process,

which dominated conversations at the -

reception, the jonmalist added.

To the dismay of Israeli officials,
nope of the founders of the Cairo
Peace Movement, a think tank for the
Egypti ter of the Copenhagen
Deciaration, showed op &t the re-
ception. “I wonder, if they really want
peace, why they couldn™ atend the re-
l%':mspii;;lcnn'?" asked an Issaeli embassy of-

lal. .

Salah Bassiounl, the movement's
chairman and a former ambassador 1o
Moscow, said he attended, but only in
a personal capacity. _

Abdel-Moneim Said, one of the
peace movement’s founders, said he

. Instituto
wrned do‘lmb;; invitation because “I Cervantes
cannot celel the establishment of .
the st of IsracL” ° o The Cervantes Institute
. r member of the , speak- - : unly official centre f i ish ;
ing to Al-Ahram Weekly %‘:";:"o . :1(‘::li :: tcaching Spanish in
of anonymity, said he and bis peers did S
not go to the receplion “because we are is pleased 1o present

against the Isracli government and its
policies. Therefore it was only natural
for us to boyco(t an event at the Israeli
embassy, let alone a calebration of Is-
rael’s 50th anniversary.”

One observer told the Weekly thar
most Arabs “are offended by the event
and do not understand why the world
is rqoich;g for the creation of a state
that was founded on lands stolen from
the Palestinians and that sowed the
seeds of hostility in the region.”

The observer said that and the
Arab world are gripped by “sadness
aod despair 25 we see world leaders
commemorate the establishment of a

gtate st the -
30d blood ease of Arab territory

Edited by Khaled Dawoud
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Annan preached the sospel of- par- -

Afnican tour, but warned that it must be -

_festing frican democracy

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi beavily - jmvolved i

conpled with a national, as opposed 10 volvement will bave on the- African

tribe] or ethnically-cemred, gutiook.

Annan X .. - democrmic process. What s clear 3 10T participat g
Kicked Off his 12-day tour last that Apomy. feels. fhat the. UN mmst democracy.ggtwhat e

Foday with 2 three-day visit to fhe - work ip tzadem with the US in Afric

Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa where * Anman is scheduled 10 vist G about Nigeria's military ;
he attended a conference on African ;cc : . am his African .m. ‘due% ru'e[s? asxs Gamal .

Closing the conference, he stressed that * Eritres, Etiriopiz, Kenya, Rwanda, T~ _ NKTumah
paricipatory democracy is key w0 Af-  zania apd Uganda. Yo T T

rica’s political stsbility, social develop- . Annan has been pleading. so far in
vain, thet # restriction of arms sales @ .  Early-waming mechanisms 10 signal  African consultants, despite the avail-
impending conflicts are of no use with-  ability of African consultams in mazy

ment and economic

¢ prosperity.
. The violent poliricisation of cthnicity _-conflict zones wmaust be -interpationally

ticipatory democracy doring his curcent !h!_mnmnhmm'vﬁ ‘Kofi Annan kicks off his 1.

Ametdemv-style - civie in-  African tour with a call .

in Africa has accoanted for over half of enforced, In Addis Ababa he urged Af-  out early action, the secretary-general  fields. .
s 10 epforce a 2er0-- has long insisted. In Addis Ababa, An- The US philanthropy business is a2s
large

all war-related desths worldwide and

resulted in over eight million Africans ' growth policy for defencé budgets for.a proposed working closely with the

as the economy of China US

refngaes and displaced peo- period of 10 years and 3 reduction of Organisation of African Unity tOAL"). charitable organisations claim to de-

Against und, Anmsn re-
viewed four rypes of action to prevent

or reduce conflict in Aftica — peace- trpops from the West ‘Afvican -peace-
making, pﬁkeeping; ‘Thumanitarian - keeping force ECOMOG restored Sicr-  African Crisis R

buildin
ing — and prx . ways . to jag’
make them more emve.Needlssmﬁ

say, none of these action plans can be- with full Botish and Americap
expected to get off the gromud without - al, and
m

American approval,- ision and -

) | peacel opera- arms spendixg 10 below ‘1.5 per cent of

tions .la_und_:ed since 1989, 13 have gmssdomesucpmduet(GDll;f-Bmm-

been in Africa — more than any cther- gional superpower Nigeria has been ex-
Co- panding fts msrakp!mhases-as it has

nancial backing. The- mtedSmn_es':s uing arms sales {o Sierra Leone,

The UN has

Commirttes on Peace and Security con- billion — 10 per cent of America’s

vened by the undersecretary-general for  GDP — o needy Americans. War-

. ) political affairs, and has receptly set up  shattered Europe was rescued by rhe
e of regional police- a UM Liaison office at the OAU bead- Marshali Plan. Can Africa mazass

A mifimry offensive by Nigeriam quarters in Addis Ababa. Bw it's crys-  withoul its own Marshal] Plan?

tal clear that the Washingion-initiated In Addis Ababa, Annan urged donors

au Executive liver poods and services wornh $700

Iniziative, with {0 make sore that at least 50 per cent of

post-conflict peace- ra'Leonc’s clected Presidemt Abmed Ti-  §35 million allocated by the US Con-  their aid to Africa is speat i1 Africa.

Kabbah. Nigerism military inter- gress, is the comerstoa: of Africa’s He also vrged indusirialised nations o

ements. eliminaie tade bamiers o African

: After 4D years of technicat assistance products. But the ascendancy of righe-
reportedly with backdoor - programmes, 90 per cent of the $12 bil- wing ideology in most Western coun-
breach of 2 UN resolution ban-  lion in annual international aid received  wries bodes ill for Africa. America owes

by the continent is spent on non- the UN §51.5 billion ir arrears. Since

YAy »

tking office, Annan has
halved e UN waff, imple-
menied a0 “zero-growth”
budget 2nd cut down ad-
minisiralive Costs 10 appease
US-led critics of the bloated
UN burzaseracy.

Annar urged the ioter-
national community to step
up its inlerest in Africa’™s eg-
cnomic and social develup-
ment. He commended pro-

N =55 like the  Tokyo

Imi=mational Conference on
Afrizan Development: the UN New
Agenda for the Development of Africa
a2nd its implementing component, the
UN Svsiem-wide Special initiative on
Alricz; and Commitment 7 of the Co-
penhizoer Declaration on Social De-
velopraent

Anzan caytionsd against using ec-
C€TomS sanctions as an instrument o
bring African military dictators 1o heel.
“Economic sanctions especially are 100
often z blual instrumen: imposing se-
sere hordships on the civilian popula-
ton apd liide on ke protagonists.” he
warnad, [nstead Annan sepgesied that
sapctions be targeted ot decision-
m=kers and their families, including
the froezing of assets and resirictions
on ravel.

A test case for Annan's plans is Ni-
geria, Africa’s most populous nation.
Nigeria, which isn't on Annan’s itiner-
ary, has been embroiled in civil suife
a5 civitian democracy activists do bat-
e with the military authorittes. Last
week, Nigerian President General Sani
Ahzcha was nominated as the only
presidential candidate by all five of Ni-
geria’s military regime-sanctioned po-
fitical parties abead of the August pres-
idential elections. Civilian opponents
of the military regime say that Abacha,
whe seized power in 1993, manipulat-
ed the nomination process to eliminate
all competition for the presidential

post.

Meanwhile. former deputy president
General Qladipvo Diya and five other
senior officials were convicted and
sentenced to death last week for plot-
ting to overthrow General Abacha.
General Diva is an ethnic Yoruba, like
Chief Moshood Abicla, the apparent
wianer of thea;lz'?i\ ddece?nons who walsf
imprisoned iy aring himse
president when Abacha cancelled ihe

polls. The Yoruba. Nigeda's sccond
lurpest ethnic group. itnhabut the south-
western part of the country and have
been spearheading opposition to Gen-
eral Abacha. Lagos, Ibadan and sever-
al other of Nigeria’s most importam
cities are situated in Yorubaland, Ni-
geria’s most imponanl agricullural re-
gion producing virtually ! of the
counuv's cocod, coffee and other cash

The court proceedings have been cril-
icised by both foreign and Nigerian hu-
man right- activists. ~This whole thing
is a set up.” Diya told the court — his
hands and feet in chains. Human righs
groups pleaded with Nigeria's lead-
ership 1o open the wial 10 public scru-
tiny. Hundreds of people have been un-
der investization in connection with
the case.

Reponers were permited to 2uend
the first day of the wial proceedings,
but were barred from over rwo maonths
of lestimony. The defendants do not
have the right to appeal. The military
junra's Provisional Ruling Council has
vel 1o ratify the ribunal’s rslings. Ri-
oting in Yorubaland has intensified
with seven people reported killed by
police last week in the Yoruba me-
opolis of Thadan.

Bw the Nigerian military, which
draws it's support from the Muslim
north of the country, has so far relied
on its vast oil reveoues o strengthen
its power base and bolsier the coun-
wry's defence capabilities. Last vear,
Nigeria reaped $10 billion in oil rev-
enues. In spite of vociferous criticism,
Western businessmen have been cla-
mouring o do business with Nigeria
American businessmen to date have in-
vested a staggering 57 billion in the
Nigerian economy, while Britain wams
to restore the lucrative British Airways
link to Lagos, Nigeria's largest city
and commercial capital.

Nigeria's economic problems are set
to deepen as oil prices drop well below
the $17 2 barrel on which Nigeria's
1998 budget was based. Meanwhile,
Nigeria's arrears on its $34 billion ex-
ternal debt continue to soar.

Unless Annan addresses the Nigerian
crisis in particular as well as the prob-
lems of the continent in general, his
plans for African political and econom-
ic regeneration might well tumn out to
be meaningless.

South Africans bave yer to decide how mmch

they are prepared to invest in the reweption of an  -pects

ferice. industrial capacity. They
also bave to decide whether they want to de-

pend on foreign suppliers. meclea: gt 2

hand, it seerps that the South African govem-
ment has not caly decided to retain the indastry,
but is encouragmg Sonth Africa’s arms man-
ufacturers to seek markers abroad. On the other
band, theze are those who say that South Africa
cannot affoed to revain an induostry that is as cap-
il ﬂy e p maerostional sues
significantly 3 ing its i i .
from the present level of aroomd $250 million

evertheless, these arms exports represeat
significant hard currency eamings, and provide -
bothsﬂedhdmskﬂhdfmjobs(abomﬁﬂm
while reducing unit costs for weapons designat--
ed for the South African National Deience
Forces (SANDF). It would alsa appear -that’
d:ereiseuﬁdmblppotmalforsm_am
to increase its market share, presenily estimated
at iess than 0.5 per cent of the internationat mar-

leet. A decision $o forego potentially ucrative  clining

capacity of significance in & A FAL
Tt 1s also the only country in the region with a
goificance,

- defence bndget of internationat si

apant from Nigeria. “The South African defence
industry, therefore, is potentially cither a re-
gion_alnsalftoral;?biliqr." Jakide Cilliers, Bx-

" Mohamed Sabrin fror Johannesburg  Dr Seshi Chonco

il

-probably one of the most closely controlled as-
. of fnternafitmal commerce. The primary
goal of South Africa’s new armaments policy is
10 ensore that there are sufficient controls at ad-
ministrative and political levels, and to secure a -

_ the National Conventional Anms Control Come-

mittee (NCACC), hes stated that: *“Restraint

"must indeed be the watchword i the new Sonth §.

.Africa’s arms dealings with the world™, ~ -
The Densl Growp, which exports a wide
range of mapufactuang products, is also Sooth
- Africa’s Jargest arms exporter, Denel was es-
tablished as a separate company in 1992 when
it split from Ammscor, the state-owned arma-
ments procorement company. Among Denel’s
helicopters, the G5 155mm towed “gun-
bowitzer and the self-propelled G6 155mm

Today.d?e:;el'sgnns s account for 30
cent of mmover compared with just 17
Geat n the ety 1990s, andl s i the Tnbe of G-

Attack Greece, Australia
and ‘Saudi have also expressed interest in
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forging long-term relationships with clients
worldwide. By sharing our lechnology, skifls and
experience, DENEL is ensuring that the resultant
beneiits are spread widely among all our
stakeholders, both in Southern Africa and abroad.
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years of

dispossession

In the United States. celebrations of Israel's ity
vears as a state have wied to project an image of
the counmy that went out of fashion since the
Palesunian Inufada 198792z a pioneering
state. full of hope and promise far the survivors
of the Nazi Holovaust. 2 haven of enlightened
liberalism i u sea of Arab fanaticism and re-
action. On I35 Aprif. for instance. CBS broadeast
a (wu hour prime-time program from Hollywood
hosted by Michael Douglas and Kevin Cosmer.
fearuring movie stars such as Arold Schw arze-
negger. Kathy Bates (who recited passages from
Golda Meir minus. of course, her most celebrat-
ed remark that there were no Palestinians) and
Winvna Ryder. None of these luminares are par-
ticolarly known for their Middle Eastern ex-
pertise or enthusiasm, although all of them in
one way or unother praised Ismel™s greamess and
enduring achievemenis. There was even time tor
i cameo appearance by Presidemt Bill Clinon,
who provided perhaps the least edifving. most at-
avisuc note of the evening by complimenting Is-
rael. “a smakl oasis.” for “making a once harren
desert bloom.” and tor ~ building 2 theiving de-
mocracy in hostile terrain.”™

Ironically enough. no such encomia were in-
toned on Ismeli television. which has bheen
broadeasting @ 22-pun series, FRuma, on the
country’s history, This series has a decidedly
mare complicated content. Episades on the 1948
Waur. for instance. miade use of archival sources
unearthed by the new historians 1Benny Morris,
Ilan Pappe. Avi Schlaim. Tom Segev. ot ul o
demonstrate  that the indigenous Palestinians
were forcibly expelled. their villuges destroved.
their land taken. their soctery eradicuted. It was
as if [sraeli audiences had a0 need of alf the pal-
liatives provided for dissporic and inwernational
viewers. who stll needed o be told that Israsl
wias a2 cause tor uncomplicared rejoicing and not.
as it has been for Palestinians. the cause of a pro-
tracted. and stll continuing dispossession of the
counmy’s indigenous people,

That the American celebration simply omitted
any mention of the Palestnians indicated zlso
how remorselessly an ideological mind-set can
hold on. despite the Facts. despile vears of news
and headlines. despite an exoaordinary, if ul-
umately unsuccessful. effort w keep effacing
Palestinians from the picrure of Ismael’s un-
troubled sublimity. If thev're not mentoned.
therefore they dont’t exist. Even after fifty vears
of living the Palestinian exile [ still find myself
astonished at the lengths W which official Israel
and its supporters will g0 to suppress the fact
that a half century has sone by without Israeli
restituion. recognition. or acknowledgment of
Palestinian human rights and without, as the
fucts undoubtedly show. connecting that suspen-
sion of rights o Isrel’s official policies. Even
when there is a vague buried awareness of the
facts. as is the case with a front page New Ypork
Times siory on April 23 by one Ethan Bronner.
the Palestinian Nekhqa is characterized as a semi-
tictional event (dutiful inverted commas around
the word “catastrophe™ for instance) caused by
no one in particular. When Bronner quotes an
uprooted Palestinian who describes his miseries,
the man’s testimony is qualified by “for most Is-
raelis, the idea of Mr Shikaki swaking claim 1o
victimhood is chifling,” a reaction made play-
sible as Broaner blithely leapfrogs over the
man’s uprooting and systematic deprivations and
immediately tells us how his “rage™ (for years
the approved word for dealing with Palestinizn
history) has impelled his sons into joining Ha-
mas and Islamic Jihad. Ergo, Palestinians are vi-
olent terrorists, whereas Israel can go on being a
“vibrant and derrocratic regional superpower es-
tablisbed on the ashes of Nazi genocide.” But not
on the ashes of Palestine, an obliteration that lin-
gers on in measures taken by Israel to block Pal-
estinian rights. domestically as well as in ter-
ritories occupied in 1967,

Take land and citizenship for instance. Ap-
proximately 750,000 Palestnians were expelled
tn 1948: they are now more than 4 million. Left
behind were 120,000 (now one million) who sub-
sequently became [sraelis, a minority con-
stituting about 18 per cent of the state’s popula-
ton, bur nor fully-fledged citizens in anmything
more than name. In addition there are now some
2.5 million Palestinians without soversignty on
the West Bank and Gaza. Israel is the only state
in the world which is not the state of its actual
citizens. but of the whole Jewish people who

uently have rights that non-Jews do noL

Without a constitution, Isracl is governed by Ba-
sic Laws of which one in particular, the Law of
Retun, makes it possible for any Jew anywhere
to emigrate to Isrzel and become a citizen, at the
same ume that native-born Palestinians do not
have the same right. 93 per cenr of the land of
the state is char- :
acterised as Jewish
land. meaning that
no non-Jew is al-
lowed to lease, sell
or buy it. Before
1048, " the Jewish
community in Pal-
cstine owned 2 lit-
tle over & per cent
of the land. A ne-
cent case in which
a Palestinian Israe- X
li. Adel Kani:land .
wished to buy land _,
but was refused Kevin Costper

use he was a ) .
:gﬁlew has become something of a cause
cdlebre in Israel, and has even made it to the Su-
preme Cours which is supposed to but would pre
fer not to rule on it. Kaadan's lawyer has sal

that "as a Jew in Israel I think that if a Jew -

5 ‘here else in the world was prohibited
;:‘olg':e“buyinn state land. public land. owned b)lr:
the federal government. because they re Je_ws[,s_
believe there would have been an oulcry in

rael” (New York Times, 1 March. 1998). This
anomalv about lsmaeli democracy. not well
known and rarely cited. is © unded bv the
fact that. as I said above Israel’s land in the first
place was owned by Palestinians expelled in
1948: since their forced exodus their property
was legally muned into Jewish land by The Ab-
sentees. Property Law. the Law of the State’s
Property. and the Land Ordinance (the Acquisi-
tion of Land for Public Purposes). Now only
Jewish citizens have access to that land, a fact
that does not corroborate The Economist's ex-
maordinarily sweeping statement on “[srael at
S¥ 15 April-T May [998) that since the state’s
founding Palestinians “have enjoyed full polit-
ical rights.

What makes it speciafly galling for Palestinians
is that they have been forced to watch the trans-
formation of their own homeland into a Western
state. one of whose express purposes is to pro-
vide for Jews and oot for non-Jews. Between
1948 and 1966 Palestinian Israelis were ruled by
military ordinance. After that. as the state regu-
larised its policies on education. legal practice.
religion. social. economic and political participa-
tion, a regime evolved to keep the Palestinian
minority disadvantaged. segregaied and constant-
v discriminated against. There is an eve-opering
avcount of this shabby history which is rarely cit-
ed and. when it is. elided or explained away by
the euphemism {familiar from South African
apartheid ) that “thev™ have their own system; it
is the Report of March 1998 enttled “Legal Vi-
olations of Arab Minorty Rights in Israel.” pub-
lished by Adaluit ithe Arabic word for justice),
an Amb-Jewish organizadon within Israel. Es-
pecially telling s the section on the “dis-
criminatory approach of Isracli courts™, routinely
praised by supporiers of Israel for their impartial-
irv and faimess. In fact, the repor notes that the
courts having delivered progressive and decent-
minded decisions on the rights of women, homo-
sexuals. the disabled, etc. have “since 1948 dis-
missed all cases dealing with equal rights for
Arab citizens, and have pever included a de-
clamatory statement in decisions reganding the
protection of Arab group rights.” This is borne
out by a survey of criminal and civil cases in
which Arabs get no help from the-courts and are
far more likely to be indicted than Jews in sim-
ifar cincurnstances. .

It is only in the past year or two that in-
vestigations of Israel’s political makeup, hitherto
assumed 1o be socialist, egalitarian, pioneering,
forward-looking. have tumed up a mther vn-
attractive picrure. Zeev Sternhell’s book The
Fonndiny Myviths of Israel (Princeton 1998) is the
work of an Israeli historian of twentieth century
right-wing European mass-movements who finds
a disturhing congruence between those move-
menis and Israel’s own brand of what Sternhell
Aghtly calls “nationalist socialism™. Far from be-
ing socialist. [srael’s founders and subsequently
the polity they established were profoundly anti-
socialist. bent almost entirely upon “conquest of
the land™ and the creation of “self-realisation™
and a new sense of organic peopiehood that
moved steadily to the right during the pre-{948
vears. “Neither the Zionist movement abroad.”
Sternhell says, “nor the pioneers who were be-
ginning to seitle the country could frame a policy
toward the Palestinian national movement. The
real reason for this was pot a lack of under-
standing of the problem but a clear recognition
of the insurmountable contradiction between the
basic objectives of the two sides.” (p.43). After
1948, policy towards the Palestinians clearly en-
visioned that community’s disappearance or its
political nullity, since it was clear that the contra-
diction berween the two sides would always re-
main insurmountable. Israel, in short, could not
bacome a secular liberal state, despite the efforts
of two generations of poblicists to make it so.

After 1967 the occupation of the West Bank
and Gaza produced a military and civil regime
for Palestinians whose aim was Palestinian sub-
mission and Isracli dominance, an extension of
the model on which Israel proper functioped.
Senlements were established in the late summer
of 1967 (and Jerusalem annexed) not by right-
wing parties but by the Labour Party, a member,
interestingly enough, of the Socialist Inter-
nztional. The promulgation of literally bundreds
of “pccupiers’ laws™ directly contravened not
only the tenets of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights but the Geneva Conventons as
well. These violations ran the gamupt from ad-

. Ministrative detention, to mass land expropria-
tions. house demolidon, forced movement of
populations, torture, uprooting of trees, as-
sassination, book bannjng, closare of schoels and
universities. Always. however. the illegal settle-
menis were being expandad ag more and more

Mickael Douglas

Arab land was ethnically cleansed so that Jewish
populations from Russia, Ethiopia, Canada and
the Unitled States, among other places, could be
accommodated.

After the Oslo Accords were signed in Sep-
tember 1993 conditions for Palestinians steadily
worsened. [t became impossible for Palestinians
to travel frecly between one place and another,
Jerusalem was declared off limits, and massive

Israefl’s 50th anniversary celebrations were in full swing last Thursday, the day when, according to the Jewis : ;
Jor Westemn capitals, were attended by leading public figures and heads of state. Hollywood joined in the jamboree with a specia
ner, featuring luminaries such as Amold Schwarzenegger, Kathy Bates, Winona Ryder and President Cinton, all of whom paid tribute

tions, as Edward Said notes, was the attempt to project the old-fashioned image of Israel as a haven of enlightened !ibe-ralism in ¢
that half a century has gone by without Israeli restitution or acknowledgement of Palestinian human rights and without connecting the abnegation

h calendar, the state of Israel was established. : _.
 programme hosted by Michasl Douglas and Kevin Cos!-.
io Israel's greatness. Common to afl the celebra-

a sea of Arab fanaticism and to obliterate the fact

The celebrations, heid in ma-

of those rights to lsrael’s official palicies

Thursday,

Clockwise: The Prince of Wales wearing a kippa at the nited
Synagogne in London where he atiended a service to mark
Israel’s 50th anniversary on 29 April; US Vice-President Al Gore
and Tipper Gore with the Netanyahus, in Jernsalem last

Israel’s 50th anniversary and A Gore™s
belated 50th birthday; Israeli soldier standing gnard on the roof
ofthel:sraeliprhneminister’sﬁeewhereUSandhaeliﬂags
Butter in the wind; The Gores laying a wreath at Yad Vashem oa
Mt. Herzl in Jerusalem last Friday (ohotos: AFP ang AP)
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building projects transformed the country’s geog-
raphy. In everything, the distinction between Jew
and non-Jew is scrupulously preserved. The most
perspicacious analysis of the legal sitoation ob-
taining afier Oslo Is Raja Shehadeh's in his book
From Occupation lo Interim Accords; Israel and
the Palestinian Territories (Kluwer, 1997), an
important work that demoasirates the carefolly
preserved continuity between Israeli negotiating
strategy during the Oslo process and its land oc-
<opation policy established in the Occupied Ter-
ritories from the early 1970s. In addition She-
hadeh demonstrates the tragic lack of preparation
and understanding in the PLO's sirategy during:
the peace process, with the result that much of
the sympathy gained internationally for the Pal-
estinians against Isracli settlement policy and irs
dismal human rights record was frittered away, .
unused and unexploited. “All the support and
sympathy.™ ke says, “which it took years for Pal-

A e 4
.

Winona Ryder

estinians to rally. returned home, so to speak,-
with the mistaken belief that the stuggle was
over. The Palestinians, as much as the Israelis,
helped in giving the false impression through,
among other things, the highly publicised mexdia
image of the Arafat-Rabin handshake. that the Ts-
@eh—Palesl:inian conflict was resolved. No se-
rnous attempt was made to remind the world that
one of the main causes of the conflict afier 1967,

the Israeli serlements in occupied Palestinian 1ér-
ritory, remained intack This is not to speak of the
other basic unresclved questions of the return of
refugees, compensation, and the issue of Je-
rusalem” {p.131).

Unguestionably the moral dilemma faced by
anyone ying to come to terms with the Pai-
estinian-Istaeli conflict is a deep one, Israeli Jews
are pot white settlers of the stripe that colonised
Algeria or South Africa, though similar methods
have beeg used. They are comectly seen as vic-
tims of 2 long history of Western, Targely Chris-
tian anti-Semitic persecusion that culminated in
the scarcely nsible Romors of the Nazi
holocaust. To Palestinians, however, their role is
that of victims of the victims. This is why West-
em liberails who openly espoused the anti-
apartheid movement, or that of the Nicaraguan
Sandanistas, or Bosnia, or East Timor, or Amer-
ican civil rights, or Armenian commemoration of

‘None of these

' particularly known for

enthusiasm, although
all of them praised

An even greater challenge is the difficulty of
separating bergveen Palestinian and Israelj-
Jewish populations who are now inextricably
linked in all sorts of ways, despite the immense

- chasm that divides them. Those of us who for
years have argued for a Palestinion state have .

come to the realization that if such a “statc” (the
inverted commas bere are definitely required) is
going to appear ot of the shambles of Oslo it
will be wealk, economically dependent on Israel,
without real sovereignty or power. Above all. as
the present map of the West Bank amply shows,
the Palestinian autonomy zones will be nou.-
contiguous (they mow account for cnly 3 per
cent of the West Bank; Netanyahn's govern-
ment has balked at giving op an additional 13
per cent) and effectively divided into Banm-
stans controlled from the outside by Istgel, The
only reasonable course thérefore is ip ree-
ommend that Palestinians and their SuppoTters

renew the struggle against the fin-

_ “damenm! principle that relegates

“non-Jews™ 1o subservience on the
land of historical Palestine. This, it
seenls to me, is what is entailed by

. any principled campaign on behalf
their Middle Eastern of justice for Palestinians, and cer-
- tmnly not the :nfeeb]cd sepmﬁm
expertise or .. that movements like Peace Now

have fifully embraced and gui

abandoned. There tan be o o
cepl of human rights. mo matter
how elastic. thar accommodates the
stictures of Isracli state practice

enduring achievemients’® sgist “non-lewish” Palewtinias o

T ———————ma (2V0Ur Of Jewish citizens. Qnly if

the Turkish genocide, or many other poligcal
causes of that kind, bave shied agvay &ump:genly
endotsing Palestinian self-determination. As for
Israel’s nuclear policy, or its legally underwritten
campaign of torture, or of using civilizns as hos-
tages, or of refusing to give Palestinians permits
to build on their own land in the West Bank —
memselsnevermadeinlhelibemlpubﬁc
sphere, partly out of fear, pantly out of guil

the inherent contradiction is faced

between what in effect is a theocratic and ethnic

exclusivism on the one hand and ine de-
mocmc_goyﬂmother.cmmmbeaﬁmhopefu
reconciliation and peace in Ismel/Palestine.
Fodging, waffling, looking the other way, avoid-

ing the issue entirely, or accepting pabulum def-

imﬁmsof"peace"ﬁﬂbrhg?n!esﬁniansand.in

the long run Israelis, nothing bt ip and n- -
_ g burt hardship and in




Lrtme mrmas - ey

ltwasn:diﬂicumo touch
Betar. T'd i getin wnhlhc

C'lalmg e i f(!’;w up
Arabs must be relatively i
not completely :

the Front Natonal do that ¥ind of thing.
and they're in the book. But they

On 27 February, the Betar
Middle East “peace process” tothe llede -
Ia G3t€ in central Paris As -

were anacked 2 little later as they were
making their way to a neatby Metro sta-
non.AmﬂmgtoL:anwasthe

Betar who stamed &, -

them and ameetmg.IrangtheConﬂmy
—lhegovermngbodyofl’-‘muh]udm

explamedmyproblemho‘ﬁtﬁakmthe?:wsbe—
parment. Of course, be cried, but of course he
could put me in touch with the Betar. I wondered

alond if they were a marginal group. “Mais non,
mais non! " he replied, as if shocked by the idea that

word to say for the Betar. ButNtoldmehere—
membered his younger brother: at the tGme
when the FN was just beginning its rise © power,

“A:lenst.:fﬂnngsgetmﬂybad.tbua’lla]waysbe'

the gays from the Betar.” Today, the FN has more
than 15 per ceat of the national vote and controls the
balance of power in a number of French regions.- -

The Betar-Tagar have their Paris office on one of
the city’s less glamorous boalevards, Jodged in be-
tween a cafe serving spécialilés d’Alsace and an
Afro-Cagibbean hairdresser’s. On the main doorisa
plague advertising courses in Kinomichi. The Betar
mﬂyl&emhmmefmmﬁl:‘nm—&-gmﬁ-
aspora wasn't enough ©
muscle in on everyone else’s as well. The wails of
the staircase leading 1o the frst floor were dasbed

m&mlenﬂyann—sennucslognns.lkmdmdon'

the heavily-armoured door amd a young ' mén
showed me into 2 comidor festooned with wiring
whﬂcﬂ:emlmgmsmﬂwpmofbungdis-
embowelled.

IhadcometomeetMotLIdxdn'tknowwhatMou.

dldexacﬂy.mdlncvm'dismvued second
name. He had been “delepated” by the Jewish

Agency, be told me, His office was small, cremped, .
. Empire. Just liks there is the hafian or French on the

papaspﬂedhlgnoneva'yavaﬂablemﬁne.waﬂs
covered with maps, posicards, pictures. When it had
Moti i it, it was even more cramped.’

.. the World Zionist
_-peldnr’s:ﬁ:end\ﬂadimn-.l‘a

" an American

I wasn't sure if this was an invitation or not. But
as our interview wore on, and Mol repeatedly
broke off explaiving his movement's ideology or
. his view of the peace process w baggle over the
price of an air ticket or discuss thie srrangements for
adance class, it slowly dawned on me that that"s the
funny thing about the Betar-Tagar. It isn't a front,

.an elaboyate cover —a gang of thugs

as sm art association. It's an organ-
isation ran by arid for people who geauinely believe
that a passion for Empire-style -fumniture and the
willingness fo give these whom they perceive to be
-their enemies a good beating are not merely mogally

compatible, bt are, in"some sense, equally im--
fumctions. -

partant social
Dmbﬂmdmshuwﬂ:eyoommbemoﬁaal

Trumpeldor alliance. They were founded in 1923 as
the youth wing of the Revisionist movement within

botinsky. mﬂ:bghomhc
the Ziom Mule Cmptoﬁgn along—

}mmMnGdhm'r
_ mskyhamquaﬁ-myﬂncmmkemmar-

or, 85 the Fist Jew to die for the

' homeland(hewastﬂ]eddefendmgdaecolonyof
""" Tel Hai in. 1920}, Jebotinsky as the man who crear-

ed the first Jewish ammy smnﬂhcfallofMamdam
135 — thelcw:sh formed in 1916 to Sght
mtﬁtheBnﬂshaganstﬂ:eTmis_mPahsunq.

the WZO, in the sense that they were more clear-
sighted than their mainstream rivals about the need
far force if the Zionist project was to succeed. They
could see that the conventional strategies — secret
diplomacy and large-scole financial facilitation
(bribery) — were unlikely to achieve their ends,
since none of the grear powers had at that time any
real inierest in seeing a Jewish state established in
Palestine. The Zionists would only get their state if

. they fought for it. Jabotinsky said as much in 1923;

“Zzonism i5 2 colomisiig adventure, iand therefore it
mdsmfaﬂsbymeqmmdmdfm Ius
bt h

evmmorcmpmmntobeabletoshoor.

‘Whether Jabotinsky really felt the need for guns
was unforrunate is unclear. Some time later he told

]mnnahst:“Rewslomsmmnmve,bm-
tal and primitive. It is savage. You go out into the

" street and pick any mag — a Chinaman — and ask

him what he wants and be will say one hundred per
cent of everything. Thae's us. We want a Jewish

l\hdmlranmwe wantaJew:shEmpne.

it b et

fe i
of keeping Ziopism “pore’. I'm not sure quite what
‘m‘inﬂ:ismmnmlhoughru-MmIn
seemed to imply the nobility of what be was doing.
Speaking of Jabotinsky (or of Trumpeldor — it
wasn't always clear who exactly he had in mind). he
told me: “He was a new kind of Jew — not 2 ghenio
Jew. a Jew astached to his immedinste community,
but a proud Jew, who leamed bow to use a gun, and
once he had Jeamed, put tis skill & the service of
his coumtry. He was a descendent of King David —
a poet and a fighter, an officer and a gentleman™,
Bui in fact this aristocractic vision of his mission
was Jabotinsky's problem, as much as his solution.
He saw himself as a Jewish Garbaldi, bt he col-
laborated with Petlura, Mussolini and the Polish
Colonels. Aboat the only thing one can say
ahont him is that he drew the Bne at Hifler — which
is more than can be said for many of his Heutenanes.
It was Mussolini's paval academy at Civitaveechin
which amed the Betar from just one more impetn-
ons brownshirt gang into the disciplined prean-
- isation which would becoms, I fum, the
the Irpun and the Stern Gang. As one Jewish his-
lmmhaspul:t“]—lcwasﬂ:elibuﬂ-impu'ialisl
head on a totalitarian body.™

If revisionism is pure, it is in the sense that it is

the Torak and the Midrash with the Kalashnikov
and the Smith and Wesson. Once you have your
staw: you can fill it with whatever you like: old

Iusagamstthedmspom
but because it saps the moral character of
“d:c]’cw" Indeed, listeniug (0 Mot was tike being
transporied back in rime: in his conversation, na-
ua:enotmhaenﬂycompluandsdf-dwzded
callectivities, but types, 1 be summed up in a single
capitalised Hgure: “the Jew", “the Arab”, “the Ger-
man", Mot told me: *"We say: It isn™t nommal that an
Israeli Jewish motber should send her children to
proiect a kibbutz in the north, and that 4 French Jew-
ish mother shonldn't do the same. The Jew of the di-
aspora tsn’t and never has been ca of de-
fending a Jewish child who calls out for help.” He
added. dismissively, as if it was just another ex-
ample of this kind of incompetence:
“We saw that with the six million™.
Oncerdgotwermymmaln'cpldaumi‘dbeen
quite genuinely prepared 10 like Moti, even if 1
tptepnredlobehmeveryﬂnnghemdorap—
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prove of everything he did. Can a man who devotes
his life 1o mtroducing adolescents to the pleasures of
ormolu and Meissen be all bad? But by the end of
the interview, [ wanted to pick him up and shake
him — metaphosically, ar least. (Literally mright
have been quite risky.) In his hands, the Holocaust is
no looger 3 human tragedy, just a statistic which
shows both how seriously Jsrazl ougbt 10 be taken,
and how careless, how “negarive™, Jews who deny
Ismclmbeoomc.]masﬁonismhnsalways
agreed with other racialist ideologies that there real-
ly is 2 “Jewish problem™, so Moti seemed afl 100
happy to blame the diaspora for the Final Solusion.
Buor that’s always been the Revisionists® problem:
they cait’t wait to eliminate the Jews of the diaspora
and replace them with that organic, self-assertive
monad, “the Jew™. As Jabotinsky himself put i
;llgl‘glemdaz:d)edmspom.orﬂ!edmspwamﬂ lig-

SoMou:mdhsEmndsamdmngihelrbﬁtlo
create a new race of “proud™ Jews in France, and
prepare them for emigration to Eretz Isracl. They do
this through providing low-cost informal edocation
for the children of Jewish families who can't afford
the private Jewish schools. Their 2im is to develop
mmelrchmgm"goodbehamw good citizenship
and good “fewishness™, This education, Mot ex-
plained, covers a variety - of different activities: cur-
rent affairs and media analysis (“Ofien, the young
person. he is stapid™), games, debates, dancing and
singing {in Hebrew), belp with homework, and
sporting actitivies. { was tempied to ask at what age
they began practising thelr golf. “All our monitors
have a monitor’s certificate from the French siate,
Thar's the great thing abowt informat education,”
said Moti. “you can use it to convey any kind of
message you want”,

I was inmrigued by the games. What kind of games
do you play, Moti? “We have board games where
you have to progress around the map of Israel. Or
we take a silhouete of 2 man. and we say: Write
down five things about this man which make him
Jewish.” That sounded a linle racist: wasn’t he wor-
ried sbout that? This, it nmoed out, was Mott's fa-
vourite subject:

“What makes someone a Jew? Not wearing the
kippa. not respecting kosher and the sabbath. There
are many different ways of feeling Jewish. t's not
up o me to tell people which is the right way. But to
realise one’s Judaism, there must be a national val-
ue. Here we have nothing 10 protect us against
mixed marriages or anti-semitism. so the Jew has a

pmhlem of rsponsibi!iw." He paused. “Have you

Yilzhakhadaskedmethesantquﬁuonmeday
before. In 1976 a cell of Bader-Memhoff terrorists
with support from a Palestinian splinter group hi-

Moti wasn't fat, so much as he was [ .
bulky. He seemed constrained by all the | .
papers.theumlheﬁxmmn'e.andyeta:
the same time, be wasn"tin revole against
those constraints: he had accepied them.
They were part of his bulk, his mass: part
of what had 1o be dealt with.
“CoffeeT” said Moti. While he went to
ferch it himself from the vending ma-
chinemﬂwhaﬂ.ll&:xkndmgga:ﬂ:\e
posters and slogans | filled the roon:
“Tremble anti-semites”, one intooed,

group of slaves on a building site. Undm‘
nualh:rmzhcwords. “Ever since then,
the Jew mmshl:m ham:llﬂsL
photograph

with Arafat was completed by, the les-

Swimming
against the Seine

Mo&mebackwiﬂzmyd;ink-'Tm Thehugepostersameverywhem.aﬂbmngﬂm&mrofbawdmdmuung
id, “I just have 10 sead 8 | ¢he readér to “come with 1s o dance, sing.
. fax.” He leaned back in his chair, end his |  free party at the Paris Trocadéro on Thursday

girth loomed proudly towards the edg® | 50rh anmiversary of the State of Isracl.

2 newspaper, mdym‘ﬂﬁndaspmalded:uwdmonwsuppb

it was a great 50th birthday party for Israel in
France, writes Hosni Abdel-Rahim, where
anti-Zionism is now tantamount to anti-Semitism

him back within his negotiated limits. I{ ment Mot all of them &re as objective as the eipht-page insert in Le Monde,  French inteflectuals are

was just wondering what this wrgent |  which was not afraid to deal with the inherent contradiction of the Israeli stare memorale"FiﬁVYearsur OccupanonofPalmunebvr.heZomsLs They

essage mi t be —instructions to an _bmmm,.pposedlydmnmncnmmdnssymmmdzsmmmon
x re ngainst its-Arab citizens, or between the socialist-Zionist values of its found-  the diaspors, and

active it to moun a raid or spring 2 |

? — when Moti taed to me and | - ing fathers and the free-market miliarigtic creed of today. Elsewbere, the
congratulations.

?ﬂ&'@oyﬂukﬂwtﬁcmm mainsiream media was entirely devoted to uncritical

acquemart? ef | Why this bias? The SOth anniversary party follows in the wake
been, “You really ought to go." said | * of the widely-publicised wials -of Roger Garandy and Manrice Papon. For a
Moti. reproachfully. Rumning a bomb- |  whole year, these two couri cases have monopotised public comsciousuess. Ga-
detector deftly over an emvelope, B8 | raidy’s book, and the Abbé Pierre’s solidarity

ripped it open, removed 2 handful of bro- | - yergm 1w wedinional anti-Semit

chures, and banded me one. “They've |  the French of the Vichy government's collaboration with the Nazis and played

resioration.” he ex- sense Ag a resalt, it is now more or less impossible in France to
ke i m%m&gﬁm—mlmﬁem—dhmdmL

wnwmdommmmymmmmmhmhasGmMymd

with Is author, aroused fears of a
¢ Catholic values, while Papon™s trial reminded

Papon, even if they don't share a single one of their idzas, and even if they
la;.(t)gh u;o;ebp . Where? Te 2 clearly see Papon for whar he is — a fascist btreavcrat who sent Jews to Ausch-
April 1 to celebrate the  witz in much the same spirit as be later in 1961 ordered the murder of bundreds

of Alperian immigrants who supported the FLN.
Nevcnhcless. some French A.mbs together with a handful of pmgmsswe

hzv-e got up a petition in support of the right of remum for Palestinians from
have organised a number of events aimed at exposing the
aggressive and militaristic nature of the Israeli state. They are also uyiog W
distribute (wo documentaries about the Palestinian refugee camps. but not sur-
prisingly, finding buyers is proving hard.

The average French citizen has linde sympathy for the Arabs, ‘whom be
thinks of 2s mainly poor immigranis and terrorists, Those who attempt to re-
dress the balance are swimming agains; the tide of opinion, though a oumber
of French mielectuals, espemauy Daniel Bensaid and Pierre Bourd:eu. have
been actively engaged in this campaign
spected figures, who are well-mum for their anti.racist and anti-
discriminatory positions, may help. But whatever they can do will oaly ever
be a drop in an occan of pro-Israeli sentiment.

organise an allernavive “celebration’. to com-

- Perhaps the participation of such re-

Years
of dispossession

Jocked an Air France flight from Ben Gurion to Paris
and divened it 10 Entebbe in Usanda. While the rest
of the world hesiiaed, Israel sent a crack special ser-
vices unit to storm the plane. The only Israeli soldier
killed during the operation was Yoni Netanyahu —
the beother of Binvamin.

As Moti wid me the story of Entebbe all over
ngmn.lbegnlorwhschm much for the Re-
visionists, Netanyahat's election isn’t an aberration,
but a homecoming — how for them, even more
perhaps than under Menachem Begin (himself{ a for-
met Betar leader), Isracl now finally has the govern-
ment it deserves. Binyamin Netanyahu's father was
Jabotinsky*s first political secretary, and Yoni is a
hero 1o the Betarim on a par with their founders —a
modern Jabotinsky. a second Trumpeldor. They've
even named the programme they run in Israe] 1o pre-
pmenewimmigmns for military service afier him.
*The French Jews,” said Mo, employing a rare (de-

) plural, “have never really said thank you
0 Yomi Netanyahu. He was the first 1o volunteer { for
Entebbe]. As soon as he heard what had
he said: */ don’t care whar anyone thinks, lhavem
gaandlmlp them. ™ Mot looked me straight in the
eyes and laughed: “1 was almost going 10 say: Thar
is areal Jew!™

Mot may have laughed, but I don’t think he was
Joking. The real Jew. for the Betar, in't the most
pious or the most ethnically pure: he’s the one who
is oSt inhahjted by the "will 1o Jewishness®, and
mmdymmlamdmmﬂmlnanmofpbys-
ical force. You can tell a real Jew, not by his skull-
cap, his features or his diet, but hy the notches on the:
bau of his rifle.

Yet for all their talk about making the aliyal,
about emigrating to Israel and defending the kib-
butzim of the north, most of the hard-core Betarim
end up staying on in France, where at least they can
pick on someone smaller than themselves. And
when they do go to Isracl, they don’t like jt: they
can't stand being in a cowntry that's “overnmn™ with
Arabs {not 10 mention a large number of “un-
grateful” Jews, who would like to make peace with
them).

Yoni would have come in handy a1 the Garandy
wial, thar's for sure. But was bearing peaple up and
shouting “Death to the Palestinians™ really a dem-
onsuwation of good behavioor, pood citizenship,
good]'ewmhms" 1 don’t have 10 answer false ac-
cusations,” said Moti, feigning an Olympian in-
difference. “There are some young Jews who came.
That's all.” That's ali? “1 can"t reply to and refite

ing that has been said. There were so many
people there. Butlcantr.liyouthatlmnotwmned
abomﬂ::peop!ewhogotbemenup Really? ] can
conderan violence in general” Of course. “Bwt
those people were not pure amd innocent. They were
there to defend Garaudy. They are anti-Sermites. If
we shouldn’t defend ourselves, then the Warsaw up-
rising was wrong too! I don't like the fact that anti-
Semitism dares come out and appear in public. It
shoald be ashamed, and if it is to be shamed, there
has to be a Jewish youth that is proud of what it is,
and which condemns all this verbal, intellectual and
racist violence.”

I began to get the feeling that Moti wasn't very
concermned with conceptual nuance. Just as he
seemed uawilling to differentiate between people
of different races who hate each cther and prople
of different races who fall in love with one an-
other (mixed marriages/anti-Semitism), so he
didn't seem to distinguish, other than at the prag-
matic Jevel of what might be an appropriate and
effective response, between the might of the Ger-
man army massed on the banks of the Oder and a
couple of unermed Arab joumalists trying to
catch the Mewro back 1o their hotel.

I wied to sieer the conversation back onto firmer
ground. Didn’t you issue a communique? “When
we issue 2 communique, we say what happened
there,” Moxi huffed: *“No one says that it was a guy
from the Betar, that it was a Jew who did this or that!
Aﬂwesqyulhatjthen:gauomstsmspondinwcre ‘comected’. I
suppose it was a Jew — 2 10 a racist -
ocation.,” be added disingenuously. Py

So there you have it: the Berar weren't laking re-
sponsibility, they were jusl acting as a kind of vol-
unleer NEWS agency, g the world informed,
Mayhbe all those classes in media analysis aren’t so
good for the Jewish character after all. Surely, if it
wasn't the Betar who did this, you should issue a de-
mial? Moti affected a certain world-weariness: “I
don't have to react to defamatory statements and
false information.™ He langhed again. “If [ had 1o re-
ply every time that people said the Betar smashed up
such and such a place, I'd never leave the office!™ 1
Lold him [ quite undersiood how irritating that could
become

But what about Palestine and the Palestinians?
Have they no place in the Betar’s vision for Is-
racl? This, in my opinion, is were things got real-
Iy nasty. ~If I had to answer as one human being
10 another human bcmg who is called the Pal-
estinian or the Arab,” said Mati, weighing each
word, “if the person opposite me has a humanist
vision, then we can find a solution. But if,” and
here his voice rose, “if he doesn’t have a human-
ist vision, if ke isn't a human being, if he is an
anti-Semite — then 1 have to find another kind of
solution.”

Moti didn™t tell me what that solution would be;
but then, he didn’t need 10. You can see it unfolding
every day. as “the Jewish revolution that is Israel™
tightens its grip on Judea and Samaria, and the peo-
ple who live (here are driven out of their homes,
stripped of their rights and herded into. ghertos, just
as surely as the Jews of Warsaw ever were. But
that’s what happens whenever a people becomes a
‘problem’ 10 be ‘solved’. And tha's the Pal-
estinjans” tragedy: lo live in a country where a bunch
of self-appointed “humanisis' get o decide who is
and who isn"t fulfy human,

1 thanked Mot for his time, and left. 1 conld have
kept on asking questions, but what was the point?
Walking slowly back along the boulevard, past the
snack bars selling merguez frites, the Indian hab-
erdashers and the Turkish newsstands, [ wied 10 im-

ine what an Israel nm by Moti and his friends
would look like: walls of bronze against a hostile
world, very cheap fliphts, very ex!cnsive polf cours-
es, (lashy European furniture (o im the visitors,
the Arab “servanits” discreetly out of sight — and the
wiring hanging out everywhere.

all subjects raised on this page. Matetial may be edited for length and clarity; it should be addressed to M. Anis, Al-Ahram Weekly, Galaa St., Gairo; Fax: +202 578 6089: E-mail: weekly@ahram.org.eg
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Al-Ahram. A Diwan of contemporary life

A journalist, like a docior, is obliged at
titnes to take preventative action 'bg;dex..
posmgthesumcsofmaladyandmmp.
tion in order 10 eliminaie them and avert
e datage they canse.” In so saying,
Hussein - Soleiman - Al-Zankaluni. intro-
duced a series of 11 arnicles, in
Al-Ahrant from 11 Tuly to 11 St
1913 under the title “Thoughts and opin-
wens”. One might suspect thar Al-
Z’ankaiumwasmny meah by
profession, bor the names of thé-col-
Lmpists of:ﬂ-Abmn rarely W
::"%Emes Al-Zankatuni's

es 1 a:eﬁ-e;hms] shmpm
memslglnmmmousaspects of the
daﬂycmmmncesofbmhmaland
ban Egyptian life at a time when most

and, fmally, questions of sanjtation and-
hal:h.lfthae:sammmnnttnaﬂm—
ning lhrlggeglll'ledtheamhntsassmedmt-
icisms against

i is his gift for sarcasm. redlecting the .
herent Egyptian jnclination o find ho-
moar, even in the most distressfol siraa-
Hons. -

Since Egypt is the first centralised state
in the history of mankind, povernment
bmmuuacyhasbnmemebmm‘pup-
ular grievances which have been given

med Ragab todzy. k is fitle wonder,

therefore, that this woald be our smtirist’s -

first throst of amnack.

"I‘h:scm:ﬁmehasbnmmedupon

the request of its owner, and the i

evading responsibilizy, even for docu-- judges

ments that have been

paperwh:chnysﬂntndoesnotamept
responsibility for the freight. The rest’is

wp to lock If the rafiway workers in

charge of the freight are bomest, your
package will amive intact If not, yuu

your complaint iot get thot far” . [ :
_simil;wgﬂt Al 2

! Under the head-
. ) 2 ing “Thoughts

and opinions”,

Al-Apram pub- -

mayors . who demonstrue I:shed over a period of two months

%
i
g
8
5

-'ficles

e dedicadon 1o the pres. in 1913 a series of satirical articles
ubli cca- giving an insight into the daily life of
on & village elder nodoed 1 yral and urban Egyptians. The ar-

criticised govemment bu-

; oo
e 2 o abe dder . reaucracy and bad customs and tra-
in-

ditions.

Some of the bad social

custorns that came under fire were
the rituals of ascertaining the bride’s
d- virginity on her wedding night and
_ the pracﬁce by village families of
aword - manying off their daughters while

of

be spent io these bad times.”  Still under age. Br Yunan . Labib

#m of the” Rjzk devotes this instaiment of the

new. In his acerbic m‘ bing Diwan series to a review of the 11
another

ticnlarly with repeat offenders, which
inspires criminals to scom the law and
disdain the dignity of the court.” In his
opinion, thi§ demonsirated the judges’
xgnoumoflhenammoflhepeopleof

the comnuyside, where “severe ralings
are the most potent medicine against the

. ailment of the disruption of law and or-

der, since such rulings will inspire evil
doers to dread the of their
deeds. Clemency shoald be used oaly
_with-those who comimit simple crimes,.

andﬂmonlynfﬂ:eurcumsmof'

the accused merit such mercy.”
Maltreaument by the police was an-

. other concem. Al-Zmmkalumi wriles,
. “Dozens of people have had the bad
3 ; Jack 1o have been rounded np and herd-

satirical articles

ed into police stations where they suffer
beatings and abuse with such foul lan-

Euage as to make dumb animals recoil.”

Abuse of power also had ils bu-
reancratic side, panicularly whea the z2u-
thoritics themselves were the subject of
the complaim: “A policeman may as-
sault whomsoever he wishes, beeause if
the victim tries to file a complaint, i1 is
bomdmbeslamped ‘shelved’. If the

victim brings in witnesses to testify 10 a
policeman’s abuse and the investigating
officer stans o investipate, soon the of-
ficer will hear 2 little devi] whispering to
him in his ear, imploring him 1o stamp
on the file: “shelved’ ™

One facet of the officials’ abuse of au-

' thority particularly merited the ambor's

sarcasm.Herclm:hesmryofawllage
mayor who wanted 1o travel by rail, yet
lokeeph!sdemanonsecrel. “When he
asked the station-master for a ticket, the
stationmaster patrally asked the mayor
his destination. The mayor. looked at the
man with a mingling of astonishment
and offence. *“Why do you want to know
where I'ra going? It’s a free world now,
s0 give me a ticket and be done with it
The station-master promptly closed the
window of the tickez office in the face of
the mayor, in accordance with the prin-
ciples of general freedom and complete

Ma.ny of the popalar customs which
were the butt of Al-Zankaluni’s pen are
no longer with us today, although thar

cannot be said of afl of them. The pop-
ular cusiomy of ascenaming the bride's
virginity on her wedding nisht. which
continved 1o be widely practised in the
countryside afier mid-ceatary. provoked
his scorn and ourrage.

Also carnmg his derision ar wedding
ceremonics were the “drummer bui-
foons™, as he called themn. These drum-
mers would entenain the guests with
“ales so ribald thar they barmn the ears of
decent people. It is no secret thar these
drummers use such abominable expres-
sions that make the listener tremble.
They are unsuitablc to be beard in the
villages of the countryside, ler alope in
the ctties and 1the homes of civilised peo-

. ple, which is why we have taken it upon
ourselves w alert the authorities to this
pbenomenon.™

For many ycars. it had been a costom
for villagers 1o marry off their danghters
while sill under . While Al-
Zankaloni also found this custom de-
plorable, he selected a rather amusing
msmncetodmehomehlspomt.lna
village near Zagaziq. a girl who had not
yel reached the age of nine had been
married off by her parents. The girl
“was waiting impatiently for the arrival
of the feast at the end of Ramadan, not

in vrder to spend those three
days in marita] bliss. but in
arder 10 £O tu the “Teast mar-
ket and play on the swings.”
The soung girl's whims
were pot to be thwarted, ~Ox
the third Jzy of the feast, af-
ter having been kept bome
for the first two. she slipped
out of the houwe und made
her way by dawn 10 ths
feast marke” in Zagezig.
She only rerumed 1o her hus-
band’s home by nightfall, and
then very reloctantly ™
From weddinzs Al-

UIOHB | WIPSERY UONDYSNY

Zaxokaluni proceeds 10 fuper-
als, where he observed ab-
other “objectionable custom™.
When a man dies, he wriles,
“a large assembly of women,
their hands died black. as-
semble and 2o around the vil-
tf.. lage. wailing and beating on

' drums. Some of the women
hoast his clothes and wrban on
the tips of swords, hayoncts
. or poles while others wrop
* themselves in ropes and grab
heedfuls of dirt and dump it
over their heads... After they
bury the corpse, they bring in
proYessional mourning womn-
cn. who inflame the griel of
the relatives of the deceased
with hideous words chanted
o the accompaniment of
drums and tambourines.

Al-Zankaluni next tums his artention
to common vices, notably drugs, smok-
ing and gambling. While hashish and
opiurn smoking were still widespread at
the tme, we potz from “Thoughts and
opinions™ that the Egyptian government
bad alreadv begun to criminalise the
commerce in drugs by “cracking down
on the hashish and opium merchants
and raiding their homes and dens,”

Smokers. whose numbers were sharp-
Iv on the rise in those days due 10 the
rapid growth of the cigarene industry.
were meated to some sound advice.
Firstly. they should smoke in broad.
open spaces where the air dissipates the
smoke and does not tax the respiratory

Secondly, they should not smoke
when walking at a rapid pace, engaging
in sports. dancing, bicycling or walking
uphill, as smoking during such strenu-
ous activity [axes the respiralory system
and the sharp exhale of smoke is harm-
ful 10 the nostrils.

The dangers of the addiction to
gambling he wamns against by citing
the case of a man who pawned his
young bride on their wedding night in
order to acqeire money to lay out on

the pambling wble.

Al-Zankaluni's advice and observa-
tuons on questions of sanitatton and
heallh muke for paricolarly en-
lertaining reading. In addition to the
cusiomary advice w Egwvptans re-
garding the hest means to exteérminale

bodily cleunlimess and  as-
::r:ﬂ:::nm‘= that they only use paritied
water, be offers a handful of other in-
1etesting Tidhis, Beneath the heading
“A cunous treatment for pains in the
joints.” he recounis the s10ry of a fnend
of his whe was afflicted with sheu-
matism: It so happened that ope day 2
wasp stun2 him on his right hand, caus-
ing him serere pain and swelling. Bul
when the pain ceased. he found that he
could move his hand withoul pain.
Having made this Tortuitons discovery.
he exposed his right leg 10 the wasps
aod there too, once the pain faded. he
felt 2 considerable relief Now when-
cver he feels his affliction setting in, he
exposes the toublesome limb to the
wasps and the pain ccases immedi-
ately.”

Although AlZankaluni wams that
many amnals, soch as cats. dogs and
birds, can camry germs, he is nol with-
oul some admiration for these creatures.
Benewh the heading “The intelligence
of dogs” he recounis thal a rural not-
able had poticed that his dog. afier eat-
tng. would bury the remnants of his
food in 2 cenain place. When the own-
er began 1o remove the sush from its
hiding place, the dog began Lo bury his
lefiovers in a sacret place in the garden
outside of the owners line of sight.
The heading “The faithful dog”™ intr-
duces the story of a farmer who had de-
cided o take a short nap in his field
While he was sleeping "a larpe snake
coiled itself around the man. When the
dog sporied i he wied lo chase away
the snake for fear that it would harm
his master. Unable to succeed in this
manner, he ook hold of the head of the
snake ard held on to it with his mouth
unti] both animals died, while the life
of the dog’s owner was saved.”

As a final noie, and one of inspiration
to us all, Al-Zanksluni advises his read-
ers 1o laugh as much as possible. Ac-
cording 10 some studies he had come
across, “Taughter has pumerous benefits
and is perhaps the most cffective med-
icine for the mind and body. The Iaugh
that comes straight from the heart is of
the highest restorative and curative ef-
fect_. Laughter brings infinite good at
no cosL”

The author is a pro-
fessor of history and
head of Al-Ahram His-
tory Siudies Centre.

BiscoVhsy=a I

EGYPTIAN Foodstuffs Co {BiscoMisr) occupies an esteemed rank
ucing biscuits of variots
shapes and sizes covering 40 per cent of Jocal prodiiction needs.
The company uses state-of-the-art technoiogy in production, with
the finest Ingredients used to produce quality biscuits of inter -~
national siandands. The company has three production plants, one . -
in Cairo at Al-Sawah, and the Al-Sayut and Arabisco plants in Alex-

in the field of biscuit mamufaciuring, - prod

andria.

BsooMnsrmelsﬂ:eneadsofMﬁcsdnolsu;pmdu&g
made dry meals of biscuits and fillr, in addiion 10 mesfing the
neads of the armed forces, hotels and clubs in biscuit production.

ROBERT J OTlesry, general
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manager of Global Public Afiairs
for Mobil Corporation, has been
invitad to speak at the 36th an-
nual IAA World Advertising Can-
gress taking place from 10-13
May at the Cairo intemafional
Confarence Centre.

The International Advertising

mmmﬁm&}ieismmmﬂie munications

for the recent adveriising cam-
paign which positions Mcbil as
leader and pariner — the qual-
ities of @ great global comparny.
Befora Mobil, Mr O'leary
spent most of his caneer in the
Information technology industry.
He was vice-president of public
relafions and advestising for Uni-
sys where he was responsible
for all woridwice: advertising pre-
gremmes as well as all product
and marketing public relations
aclivities.

Pnnrhjchnthlsysmlate
1988, he spent 11 years with

National Bank of Egypt E

weekdy updida on the NBE Securiias Markel indax
A from 23-30 Apef 1998
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cording to the Andings, Mobil is
seen a5 a leader and a pace set-
ter; a company which continuatty
innovates and that can be trust-
ed,” comments Sherine Mishrikd,
manager of advertising and pub-
B¢ aflajrs. “Thera wasn't much
we needad o change in the way
the brand was viswed here, so
the trick was to reinforce this im-

'agehwghmabrandposr

MOﬂlLBaHenBlgy
Sowi'qlptmeoranadverﬂslng
Tha ancwer is sim-
ple. Adverlising is about com-
munication. Communication be-
ween a2 compary and the
conwnmdy in which it does

Advertising brings a
company o e, heps people
identify with it and its produets.
Biut successhil adveriising and
successful brands are built on

E

ROBERT & OlLeary serves as general manager of Global Public
Aftairs for Mot Cotporation. Mr O'Leary joined Mobil in Movember
1835 and oversees Mobil's worldwide public affairs activities, n-

Belora Mobil, Mr O'Leary spent most of his career in the in-
iormation technology industry. He was vice-president of public re-
lations and advertising for Unisys where he was responsible for all
wordwide adverfising programmes as well as all product and mar-

'kehngpubllcrelauonsacnvi‘nes

Prior to joining Unisys in late 1988, he spent 11 years with IBM in
several dfferent US and intemational advertising end public re-
lations positions. Among his assignments were managing the
award-winning IBM personal computer advertising programme. Mr
O'Leary also managed IBM's marketing communications pro-
grammes for the Far East and Latin America.

Before IBM, Mr O’'Leary worked for siX years in public relations
and agvertising for United Technologies Corporation in Hartiord,
Connecticut. He is a graduate of Penn State University.

Mobil Oil Egypt sponsors JAA Congress

breakihvoughs, for its progucts,
Itsfadiliesanddssewbesuo-
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Style Office: modern office furniture

Mobil executive iwted to talk at 36th Annual TAA Congress

STYLE Office is keen to offer the latest styles-of Halian office
fumiture to the Egyptian market, as it is the sole agent for its
parent company, Style Office of kaly, one of the largest man-
ufacturers of office fumiture in Raly. Style Office is also the scle
agent for that talian company Manerba in Egypt.

The company’s fumitura is distinguished by a varisty of styles
and colours to suit different work environmenis and seclors,
from CEQ offices to clerical and secretarial degks, all with the
intent of providing a suitable work environment that is pleasing
io the eye. Style Office: Offica Fumiture for the Modern Age.

the massage. The hey is lo har-
ness ali the elements of the com-
munication mix to create and
‘five’ & consisient message that
starts and ends with their audi-
ence's needs, This is the es-
sence of the Mr Robert O'Leary
speech a1 the IAA Congress next
weak. Mr OLeary. a senior ex-
eculive at Mobi, heads the com-

The General
announces the sale of the following, with priority
given to its most favoured clients:

$ 500mn authorised
capital

Board of

$ 100mn issued and
paid-up capital

Faisal Islamic Bank of Egypt
S.A.E.

Investment Trustees

First: Housing units in Greater Cairo:

Zamalek, Agouza, Heliopolis, Haram

Second: Commercial units in:

Zamalek, Mohandessin, Heliopolis, Haram,
6th of October City

pany's Glcbal Public Aflairs see- !3001.

tion.

While positioning its brand, a
compédny s miszing out on one
of ils greatest assets — s name.
That's what makes Mobdl more
than an energy camparry, That's
what makes it a great global
_company, a leader in ressareh
and pioneering technologies; a
company that cares about each
commemnity in which it works and
the erwironment it works in. And
that is the difference between a
name and a brand,

Mobd Is proud of its achieve-
ments in Egypt, and proud of the
images and promises that the
Mobil brand conjures.

Third: A resort focated in Sharm El-Sheikh:
A 3-star hotel on an area of 5,000 square metres
on the Umm El-Sayed Plateau, with swimming

Payment plan available

For more information, contact the General Board
of Investment Trustees at:

17 El-Falouga St., Agouza
Tel. & Fax: 3036408

r
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IMF declares

10 Economy

The Canal
remains sacred

An IMF mission in Gaire thxs week praised Iha T

progress made by the Egyplian goVer_lm on = ¢:
economic reform and expressed optimism for- - ;
the future. Niveen Wahishireports -~ - ..~

The People’s Assembly was the scene of heated

debates this week on the threats to the Suez Following its sixth quarterly review  of ; N
. s 2 Standby Arrangement, under f cent and progress towards poverty,” he said He recommemded that n we- . ..
Canal from a free-market economy and difficult Eﬂgy&; n—ﬁtsnil::rgoncludg that the Egyp- reducin;urinp::m qu:mlimes has been ?E;ypl mise its savings and investmenl !‘:f ::m powes . Sianons md e e
trends in international trading conditions. Gamal tan government has made significant made. Egypt’s t deficit, currently un-  tios which are stll low by the 5";""“*“_ Su'wmmmm- gmm-s view, Mo Me-
developing couniz > il cagni. the IMF's residens represcotative in

Essam El-Din attended

reforms successful

progress on economic reforms, with-
standing problems caused by the Luxor

flation has fallen from over 20 per cent to

der 1 per cent of GDP. is “enviable by the
standards of emerging markets.” The state

large labour fosce and reduce the level of

cording to Handy, by promoting financial
stability and the privae sector and dis-

faster and, in addition, decsded & embark ;-
on the privatisation of infragivactre, Such-

massacre and oil price flucuations as well of Egypt's foreign debt, Handy said, has 1 : other countries He pointed
The People's Assembl}' ngpon and Communications Committee, as ‘[hﬂ unccnmnt?; _a_SSOCiﬂEd with the th""fallen to modest and managublt lev- engagmg the rerpment I:IW‘ the pro- §D th:p?::!lhlbm;t the last six months have
infuriated by recent reports about an alleged government decision 10 Asian stock market crisis. els.” . L ductive areas of the economy. DME W I aber of maves tha hme -
privatise the Suez Canal, this week debated the furure of the Canal in “The ccomomy hes shown some re- ~While these achievemenss indicate An essential pan of ihe M SRS e v sooue par- -
2 free-market econony. The parliamentary committes also debated 2 silience 1o these developments,” said Ho- U's_commitment to reform. ncither recommended reforms is privausauon. M SR jon, comcerning Activities sach s .
panoply of real and perceived threats to the earning power of the Suez ward Handy, assistant director of the Public Sector Minister Atef Ebeid nor this regard, Handy said that “Egvpt 1S ncepat reiated . mm Y
Canal, including a planaed Red Sea-Mediterranean canal through Is-  IMF's Middie Easiern Department, adding, Handy specified the form which the re- among the top four emerging markess in ﬂ isation of clectricity aod ele-
rael, the Sumed oil pipeline, the Qatar-Israeli gas linkups, and the “We have formed a rather favorable im- lationship between Egypt and the IMF will  terms of the pace of privatisation.” He add- m; has operied up & VXY
aegative impact of the recent financial crisis in Southeast Asia. pression of the miaoner in which the econ- take after the agreement expires in Sep- ed thal privalisaion receipis have reached o of DAEEIvES. vy
Addressing the commines. Admiral Ahmed Fadel, chairman of the omy has been able to absorb the shocks.”  tember. Handy said that “we are in the pro- 1.5 per cent of GDP, ‘which compares very W wfr"‘“s is @ fact thar l':a ©
Suez Canal Authority (SCA), emphasised that the canal was *‘aot and The Standby Arrangement is the third in  cess of discussing with the Egyptian au-  well with other privatismg economies. o s
never will be™ on the government’s agenda for privatisasion. He add- a series of agreements throngh which the thorities how best we can meet their  Handy pointed om that privatisation i5 a g of exs v said-a
ed that the recent media furore around this subject was entirely ar-  IMF has been supporting the Egyptian re- requirements and support their economic long process. “Privatisation in Egypt I issuc Of exports. -“":M Al
tificial. It had been caused, he contended. by the announcement of the form programme since 1991. Since the out-  reforms over the medium tenmn. These dis- only i its infancy. You have got to give  more dynamic ?‘P“‘m” ix’s -
government's decision to sell off 30 per cent of its shares in the Suez ~ Set, fund officials have praised Egypt's cussions are taking place against the back- them time” he said, in response o a  though be adnmmd_ ; Sofﬁ '&ﬂm '
Canal Investment Company (SCIC). in fiscal reform but have criticised ground of a very successful standby ar- charge that the go was moving policies are sac:d &w Export
“The SCIC is a closed joint-stock company with a paid-op capital the government for falling short of expecte- rangement.” o too slowly. He said thar the efforis that  sector he ! l:s.lbh Wm
of LE2 million, taking the form of 20 million shares. It was es- tions on strucwral adjustment. However.  On a similar note. Ebeid said that Egypt have been made by the government in this  will take some nme ."w“ have
tablistied in 1981 with the objective of providing the SCA’s highly more recently. the IMF has been ap- and the IMF are parmers. “We are strong  area are good. signalling its long-term in- e bemny mﬂﬂﬁw_m yet
experienced employess with job opportunities at retirement age in  preciative of the made in areas believers in the continuity of reform, we tentions. L to be addressed. muhnm i""hﬂ-ﬂ- m
such areas as port services and navigation agencies.™ said Fadel. which the government was reluctant to at- intend o keep our relationship with the _ Ebeid said thar the %ovanment is privati- oo redocing ﬂﬂff T and nom-tari
He indicated that the SCIC was jointly owned by the SCA and its  tack in the ewly stages of reform, par- IMF as strong as it was and we will seck o ising at a2 rate of four co per  the poteatial ":ai‘d_m"#mg“"“‘“
employees” insurance fund. with each of them holding 50 per cent of ticularly privatisation. : _ strengthen that relaionship. . raoath: “We keep in the pipeline 2 stock of undermined, s w0 ihe IME is the
the shares. However, he added. the Canal Port Service Company sub- Speaking at a press bricfing. Handy said ~_Speaking of the challenges facing the companies that are ready for privatisation  Another area f“"‘;'; been able 1 ab. 8
sequently bought 5 per cent of the employees” shares. According 1o that the Egypdan economy has been per- Egyptian economy. Handy said that caising  for the eight months w0 come. Ebeid also  degree to which Egypt {FD{L *So L
Fadel, the SCA also decided this year to sell off its 50 per cent hold- forming remarkably well in recent years. the rate of growth was a major target. “We' made it clear thz_n once the governmeat be-  Iract fm;n direct investments o
ing 10 employees. “The SCA took this decision not only because the He pomted out that growth rates bave want to see the Egvptian economy growing  gan to fecl that it could move forward with  far, Egypt's perfosmance in Aftrachng il
SCIC should be entirely owned and run by the employees themselves, picked up and now exceed five per cent, in- at a faster pace 1o be able to absorb the privatisation successfully. it began moving disappointing,” Handy
but also because this makes sense in the context of the government's s : . . . :
new privatisation initiative under which the state is divesting itself of N
its shares in joint-stock col jes. This “privatisadon” is something
g)mpletely different from the alleged decision to privatise the Suez O re a | f ’ us
anal ftself that was Despite the disbursement of $60 miifion in
Far from reaching the 52 billion mark in annual receipts which SCA : , . N . i
had hoped for over the last o veurs. Fadel indicatd that Canal econoimic asssianﬂc_:le ;o Egypsms.:feek. ques-
earnings were down 5.3 per cent to just S1. itlion for 1997 vear. u Hions in ov re s of Amencan
compared with almost $1.849 billion in 1998. Admiral Fadel amrib- . re.mam o e.r ei utu the ) )
uied the drop to the fact that wraffic of tankers camrying exports of Ara- l | I aid. Aziza Sami explores the prospects D
bian crude oi! to the United States have fallen. “The United States has . E—
begun 0 depend on shori-mile range rontes in meeting its oil needs. . ; i :
In other words, the US is meeting its oil needs from nexby pro- The release of $60 million of - . T TN — S imporat to the Epyptism ecun-
duction sites such as the Caribbean Sea and Nigeria, at the expense of USAID funds to Egypt this week, .~ fi e ", omy, in production, agricuiture and
sites in Saudi Arabia and the Arabian gulf. This has caused a loss of providing cash transfers umil 1999, - = - R in infmstrocture, which alone cc- #\
$200 million in revenues on oil tanker traffic in the Suez Canal.” said has anothing o do with current R ECTS ceived 26 per cent of this year's
Fadel. talks berween the Egyptian govern- ol = aid,” El-Bishri said,
Second, Fadel indicated that the cumrent financial meldown in ment and the US. administration W The gquestion of the future of ec-
Southeast Asia has also had an cbvious negative impact on the canal, over the tming of an eveurual re- - onomic sssistance is politically sig-
The mos significant aspect of this, he said. was the drop in the nim- duction of US econamic assistance nificans a3 well, becawse ol the
ber of ships going through the Canal from Southeast Asia to the to Egypt. a USALD official in Cai- m“l ﬂ‘: CM!J i "“"‘" hown,
Ng\nc':on:"d?r?: ct}tr; Fadel. the SCA operates in IMF special dmwing mﬁiﬁdﬂ explained that the mﬂs{mh Lsrael, which set up ;:";
rights (SDR). “I is a basket of currencies which the SCA resorted 1o ﬁim been previossly negotred _ two largest overseas US assistamve
in the seventies for charging transit fees, because the US dollar was at Programme begun in 19’% as a re- reocives $2 billion in total
that time subject to szong fluctuations. This basket includes 39 per ward for Egvpt's successful imple- s ad $1.2 dillion in
cent US dollars. 21 per cemt German marks. 11 cent French mentation of reform in five Em_ milicary assistance aod 5800 mil-
francs. 11 Wﬁnlmstﬂﬂiﬂgaﬂdllpﬁrmm mmyen-[ﬂ portant SeCctors of its economy: limiumﬁﬂ
1996. the price of this basker dropped by 6 per cent, and in 1997 it garitime companies and ports, taf- By comparison, lsiael receives
dropped by 5.3 per cent. This is the major reason behind thedrop in iffs, reducing the budger deficit 1o *  $3 billion' from the US per vear,
the canal’s transit revenues, regardiess of any prior factors,” said Fad- LE.3 billion from 1996-97, the ra- " including $1.8 bilion in military
el. . tiopalisation of public sector en- . assistance and $1.2 billion in «<-
According 1o Fadel., the SCA has recently taken stéps to combat to-. ise debis and the improvement - opomic aid. However, in Junuan,
day’s more difficult intemartional wrading condidons. He expiained of financial sector regulations lsraell | Primé  Minister Binyamin
that the SCA has conducted serious studies about ning the canal tecting investors. < . Netanyalm anpounced before a
to allow for ships with a draught of 72 feet by the year 3010, an ip- Praise was also forthcoming , session of the US Congress thar Is-
crease from 58 fi at present. “When the canal’s depth increases to 72~ from USAID’s 1op official, ad- ) racl- was ready for 2 reduction of
fi. it wilf be able t accept all kinds of ships. including 92 per centof ~ uifiistrator Brian Atwood. “We are _ ¥y 5 B L US aid and woold submit pro-
ultra-large crude carriets (ULCCS) and oil zankers,” Fadel explained. celebrating Egypt's achievement in N otocm, G 11_4&:1‘% posals 10 this effect. The lsraeli
Complementing the above steps. Fadel explained that the SCA has ~ fulfilling :g:rms&n the ﬁna% %ﬁnﬁd R et plag sces the US gradually o
also resorted to non-tragditional ways of generating greater revennes, Sector, n m"’“ .’; ::“‘-'““‘ < A celling ‘g““m% :‘h -
such as manufacturing two ship tows and providing atractive dis- llan:ggfrvg%re of th‘;“mmm’ecm.. taid fh;mg e e ﬂ:‘:
counts 1o ULCCs. He indicated that the SCA hos recently reached 1 o855 3370 0 T8 J0p00 G0 B s Dbt aimg ke ¥
“partnership joint-veature agreement” with the Danish company AB  yreement accord with Minister of . billion. The scheme would see a ]
Moller, the largest ship building company in Europe. to help build the State for Planning and Inter- LA . ]
largest floating dock in the world for ship building. repair and main- national Cooperation Zafer El- : > __ e
For their part. the committee’s deputies ex d their common be- US Vice-President Al Gore during SH Lo Hg o ducti
uegmmeslmzc.mans one ofthehgﬁesl ofholyatheiggsinﬁgy%t.r Gore's visit to Cairo last week. H:IE;NVHL I : v
and that any attempt 10 privatise it s be considered as an act .‘The aid accord comes at a rime e O Ta 1T E L Due to the curremt U
treason. eriopn when the reduction of US .U Soeress The Huited Sates Agency for Infernatipnal Develogiesit,  minimise  forei asszgng:;mpl:
El-Badri Farghali: 2 leftist MP, charged both lsra] and some “Arab  economic assistance to Egypt ranks o _ - " grammes worliwide becatiser of :
Gulf royals™ with waging a war against the Suez Canal Israel, he high on the berween the $1.7 billion pipeline deposits al- Nevertheless, ite the axiom telecommunications, expanding 1o  budget constrames, the reduction of !
said, has spent $5 billion in two years on developing the ports of Ash- Epyptian and US govemments. ready allocated to projects but so  ‘from aid to trade” adopied by health, education and agriculime in  #id to Egype and Israel comes as
dod, Filat and Haifz as an aliernative ronte for international trade traf- The issue was dealt with briefly far unused Also under negotiation  Egypt and the US and exemplified the mid-eighties and, with liber- 1o surprise. Bus skeptics still won-
fic in the Middle East. He also asserted that Israel is still rying toar-  during Gore’s meetings with Pres- arc the sectors which fumre aid by heir parmership agreemenr, the alisation, diverting part of the der about the timing of the Isroeli
range to carry Qatari natural gas 1o foreign markets through jfs ports ~ ident Hosni Mubarak in Cairo. Ne-  will focus upon. Pant of the aid has  effect of a cut in US economic as-  funds to the emerging private sec- They argue thar the ques-
on the Mediterranean_ In conclusion, he also charged that the Sumed ~ 80Uations began last April during already been divected to the part-  sistance to Egypt remains unclear. tor. . tion of aid reduction is being high-
Suez-Mediterranean pipeline’s offshore terminal ar Ain Sukhna ac- visits to Washington by the Egyp- narship between Egypt and the US,  An ultimate .phasingout of aid  With the advent of economic re-  lighted in the US Congress so 25 1o
commodates only ULCCs, at the of the Suez Canal which  'ian ministers of finance, wade and  Which aims at replacing the aid  would uecessitate more direct in-  form in 1992, the programme has pressure on Egypt because of
cangot take tankers of more than150.000 dwt. ecoromy. programme with wade and it vesmnents which although forth-  been reoriented t supporting pri- its position on the peace
mmmf:adelemph:asisedmma‘mwmm mhfmwmsaymcﬁgyp‘ The 5. on of aid will m.sﬂ[faﬂshouofwhmm vatisation and liberalisation in the and its insistence that Israel adhere
be they via Iszal or anywhere else, could ever compete with the Suez (. Soreen $00 - aillion et g0 Mo SIPOSE he sconomic o ihe past 20 years, $19 bk e, Lol financial and g the Oslo Acoords and relevamt
Canal. “We can very easily Lill off -any rival projects and we have USAID provides snnually, untl reform programme, as well as W lion in US economic assistance has  ments which, m effect. will % UNThr:mlm?s' nai :
committees to keep close tabs or all kinds of competitors in this re- 1999. sectors in which the privae sector  been given to Egypt. In the mid-  a market economy create the US will femains whether .‘
spect. As for Sumed. this is a frieadly pipeline, and there is no com- Another question on the agenda * is not heavily involved, such as ed-  geventies, the programme covered "Ovel'd:epasthyea;s,Us[ec- simifar be}eﬁgiwmxmma ‘
petition whatsoever between Sumed and the Suez Canal,™ Fadel said. is speeding up the viilisetion of the  Boation, bealth and environment. basic infrastrocture, services and  onomic] aid was, and still is, very Pattern for diverting aid w
Planning with the Palestinians
Egypt and the Palestinian Authority tried last week to give a boast to joint rade and investment, but Israe-
i government actions remain the biggest headache. Dina Ezzat and Mona El-Fiqi report
With strong political motiva- the two parties will take the  a irade committee dealt main-  the Isracli authorities insist on ~ Palestinians admit that they
tion and over 10 new agree- mnecessary steps to climinabe ly with Israel’s hindering of inspecting 10 per cent of the still need to put more effort
ments, and the Pal- custom duties on on Egyptisn exports to Pil- Egyptian expoets. “The result  into facilitating their own bi-
estinian Authority (PA) are both sides. A list of tax-free  estine. “The Isracli govem- is that 10 per cent of goods lateral trade and economic re-
hoping that stronger econom-  imports was approved by the ment is trying to monopolise  such as cement and fruts are  lafions,
ic bonds will serve the inter- committee. According to the the Palestinian market,” Esh- damaged while the cost of  According to Eshra, one of
ests of both sides. list, the PA will no longer pay  ra said Egypuan products increases the problems brought up in
Egyptian-Palestinian trade, tacffs on 14 mainly ag-  He added that total Pal- more than Israeli goods,” Ay- the trade committee was the
mostly Egyptian exports, is ricultaral producis. At the estinian imports reached $2.5 oubsaid apparent lack of informarion, e
currently 2 meagre $30 mil- same time, the PA will no billion annually, of which 90  Isracli government action on the Palestinian side. and .
lion a year. Last week, during  longer levy duties on Egypt percema:elsmehgoqu. ] has_pmventobeamajorhn- about available E; an - -
a2 mecting of the Egyptian- for its exporis of eight mostly ~ Although the Egyptian side pediment io the company’s products and their prices. - LT . CL
Palestinian joint commmttee in  industrial commodities. is committed 10 the quotas operations in the self-rule ar- There were also complaints Yo ST s
were raised that ~ “There has been decemt agreed upon, the Isracli gov-  eas. “A few weeks ago, the Is- g-;mhirke Palestinians about in .- s - l LI L
figure could be increased progress in ecopomic re- emmenl imposes sirict in-  raelis stopped our work at a gh prices of Egyptian _ ett : ' iR
ﬁessoomﬂion. {ations between our two coun-  spections on Egyptian ex- Gaza mill because, they goods. The commitiee rec- S g’ ement
This, both sides conceds, is  tries as bilateral trade ports, Eshra seid. claimed, its fence obstructed ommended invitng Pal- e 3 TS TR
a long-term objective. How- from about $20 million to Wasting both tme and the roadway to an Isracli set-  estinian delegations from var- y ;
ever. with the recent signiog  miltion last year. Stll, we money, the Israeli suthorities dement,” Ayoub said. ious sectors o visit Egyptian
of joint agreements for bi- could have done mach better prevent Egyptian tucks car-  And, although construction factories and compavies and
lateral cooperation that cover had it not been for the prob- rying cement from entering work on Gaza International et to know their goods and
_ industry, investments, lems created by the Israeli au- the self-ruie areas, forcing the  Alrport was completed, it had  prices.
m'onand ical know- thorities for Egyptian exports  exporter to unload his trucks  not yet opened becanse theIs-  To enhance better coop-
how, Egyptians apd Pal- to the PA." said one informed  at the border and re-load on  raeli authorities are bolding eration, attending the joint
', believe they are FEgyptian source. Palestinian Israeli rucks, ) up the ingpection procedures committee in Gaza last week
now ready to cement swonger  exports o Egypt.as weliasto Isracli trouble-making does  of the zimports’ equipment. were s number of Egyptian
ties other conntries, have been af-  not stop there. Accordmg to it these. problems, the  businessmen, part of the 25-
The joint committee con- fected by economic blockades Adel Ayoub, senior vice- Amb tractors is still nego- member  delegation,  in-
vened for two days starting imposed by the Isracli govern- president of the Arab Con- tiating for other _projects  vestigating potential basipess
28 April and was chaired by ment over the last fow years.  tractors, oge of the few Egyp-  worth about LE30 million be- oppoxtunities. Moreover, both
Foreign Minister Amr Mous- Abdel-Satar Eshrs, sec- tan companics with projects cause the PA is still in need of  sides agreed in principle to
sa on the Egyption side and  retary-general of the Eﬁ in Palestine, are some-  buge infrastricture facilities.  pursue inter-trade cooperation
Palestinian Minister for Plan-  tian Féderation for Cham tmes worse. For example,  Meaowhile, Egyptians and and financial dealings in any
ning and Inernarional Coop-  of Commerce, (BFCC). 200 convecdble currency so 18 10
i il Shaath. represen : 2 P . ena .
cr;t;on_Nﬂbléf " during the Gaza meeting, said Edited by Ghada Ragab vantage of grants and loans.
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ic and peliticzl peeds of the highly developed
countries themselves. Cenain sectors of their
economy — the so-called transnatiopals — may
find it more profitable 1o move pan or all of their
acuvities 10 cheap-labour coumries. Contrary o
popular belief, however, these do not dominaie
the economic policies of their countries except
with regards 1o certain sectors where strategic raw
materials, e.g. petrol, are involved. Other counter-
vailing factors, such as home labour interests and
greater political and public awareness of the cai-
astrophic societal results of de-industrialisation.
may come inw play. There are many indications
that these factors are progressively coming 1o play
a more important role in designing 1he strategy of
First World countries, .g. the various discrete re-
sirictions on free wade with low-wage countries
and the ominous policy restrictions affecting
growth in the defauling east Asian tgers and

Not so long ago, the United Nations Conference on .
Trade and Deve t (UNCTAD) would promote a
series of semi nauona!.rzunalandm-
continental meetings in preparation for jts periodical - .
p!lieUNal;ency'ost ! lw"' ;&wasﬂ:en--"
N most seriously concerned with problems
of Third World development as' they relate to imter- -
national economic relations. The aratory - meetings
had the double aim of engaging 25 many Third Worid
officials, academics and practitioners as possible ima ©
serious dialogue on these problems, and mobilising as - . -
K much poblic opinion as it could behind the proposed so-
CEE lutions. The second aim was as fmportant as the frst, .
against fierce First World opposition. T
In_mﬂ_ysl?:"ﬁ- I a:l:ended one such' wi-continental - __,‘
meeting in Sri Lanka, the participating continents being, .-
of covrse, Asia, Africa and Latin Americe. in'one of the - - ;.
plenary sessions, I proposed the adoption by the Thicrd
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- World conmries of the following seven concise policy -~ opm_ . S w g T oo L S - cubs imposed b; ;

orld _ s o y the World Bank and the [MF.
guidelines, . - .o FaW_Zl ManSDur L Japan managed escape this fate becanse, for var-
m;'_l'mde betweenm'l'l:in-d World countries should be di- - -7 oo g S ious historical reasons, it grew too big before it
1 lIEIII;:N.’ﬂ'tsfi't!m exports to Third World conmtries - Wuﬂ t“‘e SRS could be snared. China and India, each in its way.
Soug g P b o meision of 2 i Py pecently created . - S e i o, e
tne o~ s, . e e e W Ak opening up to ide world, made sure
p - A system of generalised preferences should be es- . i R din g sa o - that, under some somn of s-elf-relia:::cgevelopmem
te e, isailbhshndbum berween Third World countries. That system - o TL8.0 0 strategy. they built a broad. deep industrial base
=" cover and insurance as well PETE which could weather the turbulent storms of the

- Payments from ooe Third World comuy to another : |
should not
mediaries.

- Technology devised in Third World countries should *

pass through non-Thind World inter- : .- oAl

be made available free, or on especially advantageons bt

terms, 1o oﬂ:_er'rhi:ﬂ_World countries.’

sidered a Third World iransnational finm.

- Taxes should be imposed on ail from Third
World countries to non-Third World countrjes and on °,
imporis from non-Third World conntries, The recejpts *~
of the taxes should be devoted to development porposes
and managed by a special organisstion in which all de-
veloping coontries are equally represented. :

At present, at a time the Third World is in retreat on
all fronts. these guidelines may appear somewhat “heroic™
When they were_proposed, they did not seem so. They did

create quite a stir, both in the media and in academia, but the

reason shounld be ascribed more to the objective conditions

then prevailing in the world at lirge rather thas:t the gnide- ,-ﬁ%momc Third Wodd.
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the United Nations Generdl Assembly or Economic Coop-
eration in November 1975: these are three of the more re-
markable examples of a series of historic UN resolutions deal-
ing with the world economy and seriously taking into accobnt

practical impact of these charters and

-In 1976, the Third World 'was still basking in the ‘glow of ~‘resélutions on thie-actnal working of the world capitalist sys-

the firsf important rise in oil prices, which took place in the
wake of the 1973 Israeli-Arab war and -the restrctions on
prodoction and exports nsed by Arab countries as a weapon
in this war. Subsequent effective concerfed action taken by
the more i it oil-producing coamtries, Arab and non-
Arab, helped maintain the level of prices then reached..On
strictly economic groonds, the dse was merely an adjustment

of ridiculously low ofl- prices maintained for decades by l:ug :

oil companies, vehemently s by their
which, topether with banks
efits. These adjustments were made and, for guite some time,

o 2 . ing the folmination. -tk ;

maintained, thstanding
schemes the First World used to defeat what ey considered

to.be an wnforgivable affront to their supremacy — to their

ability to determine the volume of world production, as well
as the location and prices of strategic commodities.”

Like the oil-producing comntrics, other Third Word pro-

ducers of agricultoral and mineral commodities {coffee, tea,
cocoa, rubber., copper, tin, and so on) saw the real price of
their expons steadily fall over decades, especially as com-
pared with the rising prices of imports from the rich in-
dustrial countries. The result waé.c; di:;use_in;rhur fof:cﬂ:gn
earnings, an increase in foreign debt and & continuons m
: living.- Notwithstanding
tionismn &ommeﬁstms;emfd example of the
oil-producing countries g m to st up or attempt
10 set up fheir own commodity producers’ boards, associa-
tions and groops. . . . i
. Woddcommhdmmm]smgg
World economic supremacy.
ﬂn%ﬂughwhichsmphsesﬂoweﬂﬁgmthem:dwther‘i_:s:
World. Most trade and finencial transfers between Third
World conntries had to be mediated by First World conntries.
These namrally reaped for themselves the notorides surplus
which intermediaries have collected both from prodocers and
consumersinevgrya_geandtype-ofsomety.espemaﬂylr
these intermediaries managed, i er:
did, to create for themselves various mownopoly positions
slong the lines of mediation.
The Hong Kong experience gives the measure of the enor-
mhyufthismplus.Aﬁuleis}and:nﬂlmmpnalrmo;
ive i ies to of, and 2
or native industrn speak of, meagreé population ularion.

6.5 million, it managed, esseptially ] 0
jties in trade and finance, to build an economy reaching $700 -

r cent of mainland Chinz)-and achicve a per
capita 1,650. . S
AsappﬁedmNoqh-smmmummemomo}ym

and South, which forced om the lamer a particdlar mter-
pational division of laboor the former and ham-
P gmdwdopmmwfmgm.neo_thcrmompohwm
the Belds of fectmology, advanced capitalgoods sectors,
transport and, of course, in pure and applied science (RED)
mhcludedinmesmcmnqeptofmonopog.nqwm—
and still are — as important, in the transfes resonrces from
South to North, as the ever-deteriorsting terms of :
cses of the first wave of the national liberation

mg.\l}:mmts (1945-1978), their important social and economic

OPEC and other producers® as--

con_:eqt.l:heeml’le."fm : opment theogies in

Rights and Dutiés of Stawes (UN
memmofgmnmcuﬁfszs] (RXIX, 12 December
General Assembly RﬁdoftheSﬂFh speqa.]__Ses?qn_of

a5 the First World gemerally’

. the

Order (UN Assembly
3202 (S-VI) of 1 May .1974); -

“tem (WCS), and hence on the disadvantaged position of the
“Third World, was rather limited. They were carried from the

heated aimosphere of the General Assembly’s hall to the reg-
ister of lished legislation on the high waves of suc-
cessive Third ‘World military and political victories. When

bsequent generalised
all fronts; the frawicidal (and sujcidal) wars in Africa and else-
where; the collapse of the Soviet Union — which, whatever
may have been its genetic or acqmired weaknesses, has been in
most crucizl instances a stannch ally of naronal liberation
movements; the ignominious Iraqgi-Iranian War and the foolish
Braqi invagion of Kowait; and finally, the in-buili weaknesses
of the PLO: all have been landmarks aloog that road. No won-
price of oi has now collapsed to an all-time low of

- $11,'less in real terms than it was in 1971, Other raw materi-

als, which are the mainstay of mary poor countries’ foreign
eamings, are experiencing similar decline. Foreign debis, es-
pecially when measured against foreign claims on their rmea-
épf'e_ming_s.arcbemminganimnlmbleburdenandsoum
Thess developments should come as no surprise (o anyone
whnmhsme%ampimuytmhofsocialmalys?glm
as, in' a national capitalist system (INCS), relative or absolute
impoverishment of the majority, unemployment or marginal-
isation of many and the spread of various manifestations of so-
¢iel disorder are the natural resnlts of the working of its laws,
so do these manifest themselves in the WCS on 2
world scale as a result of the working of the same laws — ex-
eept, of course, thet the mechanisms for surplus flow from the
base to the lop may be somewhar different.
The achievements of First World trade unionism. or “social
. in i ing the conditions of labour in First
Whereas the donzinant class in the First World capitalist coun-
tries could afford to make concessions 1o their working classes
at the expense of Third World counicies onto whom the bur-
den of soch concessions was shifted, no similar shift conld op-
erate in favour of the domipated and exploited countrics with-
jin the WCS. The Fist. World countries cannol, 25 yet,
compensate concessions -made (o the Third World by en-
gineezing a new flow of sorpluses from the moon. The in-
evitable result i5 that, in a “fully achieved™ WCS, im-
poverishment . will hit the poor mnltitudes in s “base™
countries harder than it ever did in 2 national capitalist system;
misery and alisnation will hit thern in more various and cruel
ways, and despair may drive many into the blind alleys of re-
‘The experience of some cast and soith-east Asian coontries
may seem to give the lie to such dire predictions. There i no
denying that, in their various ways. they achieved remarkable
guccesses i emerging from the vicions circle of back-
wardness, in achieving ted sostained rates of GNP
growth, exports, balance of payment smrpluses. application
and adeptation of certain types of modem technolozy and, at
least in some cases, in making concessions (o some Séctions of
their working people which improved their standard of living.
I do not know, however, that these success.storfes invalidate
I have drawa between the cssentials of the NCSs
and the WCS. Contrary v many other social formations, and
to some dogmiatic theqrisation, the capitalist system, whether
parional or global, usually allows a certain degree of mobility
bétween the units which make ap classes (mdividoals in the
former and nations i the lavter) This mobility is, however,
limited to & definite minority: a small percentage of the priv-
ileged few joining the ranks of the impoverished majority, and

.an equnlly sroall (even minue) percentage of the poor rising

— LTI

1o the ranks of the various levels of the bourgeoisie, but with

a residual wide base in both cases remaining in frs place. Brit-
ain may have sunk to join the “genteel” poor. and may not
bave been saved by the US for various geostrategic, political

4nd cultural reasons. Japan, notwithstanding ils various

present difficulties, has definitely migrated to the rich zone
of the world system_

The case of the four east Asian tigers is different. as in-
dicated in an important study by three notable Egyptioan econ-
omists.

The geopolitical and historical context in which these ex-
periences took place was exceptionally favoarable. For a con-
sidersble period before World War IL Korea and Taiwan

~were colonised by Japan. which, for its own purposes, and us-

ing very harsh practices, gave these two counmies an ad-
equate modern infrastructure, developed their mingral and ag-
ricultugal resources, and established some heavy and capital
goods industries — policies which ran counter to the colonial
traditions of the West in the rest of the colonial world. Fol-
lowing World War I, with victories of socialism in China
and the Soviet Union, the US and Britain were determined to
make of the four colomjes (later the four tigers) a showcase
on the eastern edge of Asia, capable of competing for peo-
ples” minds with their socialist adversaries. For that purpose,
development funds fowed w0 them on an uaprecedented
scale; technology was obtained at no or low cost, markets
were thrown wide open for their products in the metropolitan
countries, radical agrarian reforms were not merely tolerated
but posidvely encouraged, and so on. Most remarkable of all,
development apd trade strategies and policies (incloding a
certain level of national planning and the development of a

- public seetor), which were vehemently opposed in other

Third World countries, were not frowned upon. Evidently.
these favourable conditions, and many others, are not re-
producible elsewhere.

The four tigers had in common many umatraciive
which are usually glossed over by the promoters of their type
of development. Notwithstanding, the initial radical re-
distribution of wealth — especially land — and some na-
tionalisation measures with which two of these began their
trajectory, they all had w0 be subjecied to extremcly re-
pressive types of regimes, especially vis-a-vis the working
class. Wages had o be kept it a ridicofously low level in or
der 10 maintain their expon advantage over high-wage more
advanced countries. They thus burdened the disadvantaged
poor with the epormous weight of the high maies of in-
vestment which was one of the main causes of their succass,

1 do not give much weight to the Stories of cormption, nep-
otisma and cronyism, especially withdn the financial sector,
which were later blamed for their recent difficulties, for these
pertain to the stages of primitive and early capmalist ac-
cumuiation everywhere. Even now, the of con-
tem advanced capitalism are not as Hly-white as text
books lead us to believe: wimess the stories of corruption and
mi which periodically fill the pzpers in the US
(the notorious Savings and Loan Bank scandal), the UK, Lialy
and Japan, especially in the same financial sectors which are
blamed for the difficullies of the Asian tigers and cubs.

We should also discount as a reason for the recent sethacks
the much-blamed high of shor-term foreign cur-
rency borrowing, much of which was nsed to finance real es-
tale speculefion, for in various periods these were also fea-
ures of the US economy (for instance during the second term
of the Reagan administration).

If these cannot be the main reasons for the sctbacks which
struck east Asign countries onc after the other, then what
were they? Those setbacks, it will be remembered. happened
only afier the collapse of the socialist systenz, and hence the
disappearance of the need 10 mainain the eant Asian econ-

capiml.Ameﬁmn,]apmmeandmher,mmovemucbofdﬁir

WCS.

It is against the background that the series of
summijt meetings of the group of 15 Third World
countries must be viewed. The first of these meet-
inps was held in Kuala Lumpur in 1990; the
eighth meeting is about 10 be held in Cairo. The
movement is progressively broadening its aims
from one summit to the next It enconrages deep

" reflection on the causes of the economic prob-
lems which plague Third World countries and on
effective solutons. Most imponam of all, it
strives to devise various organs and mechanisms

charged with ensuring that these solutions are im-

plemented. I venmre 1o think thar, following the

collapse of the first Third World liberation move-
ment, which began in 1943, the recent movement
of the 15 Third World countries may well be

" ushering in the beginning of a great second- wave

"of Third World liberation. Given the multifaceted

crisis in which the First World seems to be en-
gulfed, the world seems 10 be poised for such a rejuvenating
movement.

In contrast to the first wave, it is essentially an economic sol-
jdarity movement, not a political one, thouph it is not oblivious
to the wider political issues that can shape our world, such as
the forre of the non-aligned movement in the post-Cold War
period, the necessity of restructuring the United Nations, es-
pecially the Secnrity Council, and giving the poorer countries a
more effective role in it

The greater emphasis on ecopomic questions, especially
those relating to South-South coocperation, may well reflect a
laudable awareness that formal political freedom does not nec-
essary entail economic liberation and that. brilding on the re-
stricted political freedoms acquired, the best road toward both
sovereign political independence and genuine economic de-
velopment is 10 concentrate on economically meaningful goals.

The new movement definitely incorporates the graag goals of
the *70s but adds to them more realisme and practicality. Pe-
riodic sumnit meetings are insisted upon. A permanent bureay
for the movement was created. Definite practical assignmems
soch as the stndy policy coordination and increasing South-
South trade, the creation of a Third World database, the criteria
and measures of quality control and the mechanisms for
strengthening links among businessmen in Third World coun-
tries have been assigned (o certain countries for research.

The tzmptarion, however, to mansform summit meetings es-
sentially into fairs for showing off and making business deals
must be resisted, for the new creation should above all be a
think-tank, a policy-maker and a decision-making body. not
just a marketplace dominated by businessmen.

1t is heartening to read thar a “raoderate™ head of state has
defined this effort as a “'political-economic group representing
countries of the South, defending their interests, striving fo or-
ganise Scuth-South cooperation and inaugurating » serjous and
equal dialogue with the North.™ This leader, in a recent public
speech, added that, unless the international community enabled
every country to introduce the economic mansformations
which take inte consideration its own conditions, the word
transformation will rightfully lose its legitimacy and become
the monopoly of a definite groop of pecples who reap ihe
fruits of transformation, and lay down its rules, criteria and dis-
positions. Another head of state, whose country was vandal-
ised by imesponsible — or perhaps intentional — financial
speculation announced that, whereas the '90s were declared
the decade of growth and sustained developmeni in the Norih,
for the South they are the lost development decade.

Most heartening of all is the fact that the Group of 15 does
not set itself up as an exclusive club. It speaks in the name of
the Third World, looks afier the interests of ils poorer seg-
ments and attempts Lo co-opt more countries.

Some countries of the South are still surprisingly absent,
like South Africa. Less surprising, however, is the absence
of the four Asian tigers, 1 certainly do not wish it upon them,
but { think that future developments may convince them that
their rightful place is with the rest of the Third World.

The Third World countries share the most essendal causes of
underdevelopment, many of ils prominent features and certain-
ly the iron constraints which the First World forces upon them.
They nevertheless vary enormously in per capita income. lev-
¢ls of economic development. types of socio-economic forma-
tions, patterns of political and other stitutions... These make
for considerahle divergences in their interests and in their re-
lations with one another and with the outside world. These dif-
ferences should mot be allowed to break ap 1be unity of the
Third World. On the contrary. they can be transformed into
grounds for strength, or at least into occasions for positive-sum
package deals. The goidelines indicated at the beginning of the
articte were designed to make possible such a package deal. I
belizve they can still serve this . 'This s an extremely
important subject on which, for reasons of space, T camnot elab-
orate here.

One final point: being an intepral part of the WCS, the dom-
inated and exploited part, the Third World cannot hope that ec-
onomic cooperation, in and by itself, will achieve more results
thar First World trade unionism obtaired for its working class-
es. In fact, it can onlir hope for much less, for Third World
countries act in a far less advanapeous economic, social and
political environment than did the First World trade mjons. To
aspire to more than that, the whole world system needs to be
transformed, probably beginning with internal transformations
in the major Third World countries themselves, based on the
strazepy of auto-centred self-reliant deveiopment.

The writer is a political economist and former direcior of the
Middle East Research Centre, Ain Shams University.
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i Id heal the wounds
A self-evident truth couid hea _ s
Nothing less than equal If the Israelis could acknowledge their responsibility for Palestinian suffering, and adv;":_i‘e da!ku-
Nothing came of this week's Middle East peace talks in age Zionism has done, there could be room for reconciliation, suggests John itbec
London. It is likely that equally linle will resu)s from the '
w';:emg Ieeting in Washingt'gu. Washington will never \ itled 1o basic embraced it
necessary pressure on Netanvahu's govenment to|  French President Jacques Chirac's public ac-  mous efforts to provide compensation to their  are human bemgs eatilied to basi human ; . peace
Tespect the agreements already signed with the Palestinians, | knowledgment in 1995 zha:hiscmxg:ybwzs countries'_dispossessed indigenous populs-  xights, then the transformation of Palesune “Wmdkmﬁ Immma;m :;
with all their limitations; and the right-wing premier will | heavy responsibility for the deportation of tions while implicily or explicitly apol- into Israel (indecd, the entire Ziomist experi- wmu: iated terms, of any than
continue 1o twist facts and waste time in fruitless meetings | French Jews to Nuzi death camps during  ogising for the injustices inflicted upon them.  mept) is morally and ethically indefcasible, = ﬂnm of a motal, spintoa and
simply to give the world the falsc impression thai things are |  World War I was greeted with universal ap-  While, at a governmental level, the United since no moral or ethical ﬁamork(““” on I N bords Fs-
moving, That, at least, was clear in statements made by Is- | planse. Since the truth of bis acknowledgment  Staics has 10t gone so far, American books  than a purely race-based ane) could justfy ) Wm?f.mm ey ok
raeli and Palestinian officials during the London talks. was 50 self-cvident. one wonders i retrospect  and films have in recen decades depicted the  doing to buman beings what has been dope o raclis and 1l be devilishly fficol
Newnyahu was optimistic statcments, bran- | why it was so difficnit and why it 00k so “winning of the West” in less than glorious  the Palestinians over the past cearury and con- mnsformation v.m ofmh
dishing “new proposals™ and asserting that it was tme for| jong. terms and have exposed the brutality and tinues 10 be done to them. particularly after mﬂ“mmw
the Palestinians to meet them in the middie, The Pal-|  With the Middle East “peace process”, sbame of the genocide of the Nafive Amer- - As Rehavam Ze'evi, leader of Israci’s Mo- s "11 ol g2 7% :
estinians expressed only pessimism. Most of the Arabs 60 [ which began in Madrid and accelerated i  icans. ledet Party, which publicly advocates “rans-  cesy”. Homever, “Publicly and ¥
longer believe thar peace is possible with the Netanyahu| Qslo. baving reached a definitive dead end, 3 At least for now, South Africa is a miracle. fer” (the Israeli euphemism for the forced ex- evident truth, spoken solemnly, public ]
government, The right-wing premier does not believe inthe |  cimilar staiement of self-evident truth could If the elixir of forgiveness and reconciliation pulsion of the remaining Palestinians fivingin ~ with hunility by an Israch pnar m
fand-for-peace formula, which he calls “land for terrorism™. | produce immense psychological and practical ~drunk by Nelson Mandela and his compatriors  Israel and Palestine) and which Mr Ne- | the mexi ome, _mﬁl L
While Isracl was celebrating its S0th anmiversary, the in- | benefits, restoring for a decent future  of all colours could be identified, it should be  tanyahn has recendy invised to join his gov-  would be an excellent starting place:
temational media finally admited the fallacy of the Zionist| and a life wonh living for both Israclis and  botded and widely distributed. erning coalition, has Stated: “We came tocon-  “We that the realisation by the
argument that Palestine was a “land with no people™. and |  Palestinians. Both de i and chrouologically, quer land and senle it If transfer is mot Jewish of their destiny. and their saif-
that 50 vears of isracl means 50 years of oppression and ra- Richard Goldstone, the eminent Soath Af- Israckis face a much more difficult problem tn  ethical, then everything we have done here determination as a people and a nation has, in-
cism_ The only solution to the Middle East peace problem |  rican jurist who served as the first chief pros-  accepting in their hearts and minds that those for 100 years is wrong.” Exactly. Yet how  evitably and unavoidably, entailed great suf-
is an independent state for the Palestinians, where they en- |  ecator of the International Criminal Tribunal who preceded them on the land which Israelis many Israelis, who, Hke Palestinians, are hu-  fering for the Palestinian peopic. We uader-
joy full citizenship rights and receive equal reatment. The |  for the Former Yugoslavia and Rwands, siat-  have colonised and made their own are bu-  map beings, can stare that reality in the face?  stand that the Palestinian people view thear
compromise made by Polestinians and Arabs was their rec- | ed in connection with the buman rights atroc-  man beings entitled to basic human rights. In~ The 20th century’s major “isms™ — com-  fate as one of almost unparalieled injostice.
ognition of Tsracl's right 10 exist as an independent state | iries with which be had to deal that “the vic- South Africa, the indigenous people remain munism, fascism and Nazism — are now al-  We decply regree duis and hope i Pal-
within defined borders. lIsrael has to recogmise that Pal-| rimised group must be dehumanised or an overwhelming majority, while in other ser- most universally recognised to bave been estinjans (as weil as Israelis) can aow poi the
estinians must enjoy the same right. L demonised. Opce this is done, it frees or- tlercolonial states they have been reduced to  tragic mistakes, even if many who embraced pm_tbebmdﬂwm.fnm_s;lymlswww
‘The argument about percentages and redeployment is ri- | dinary people from the moral restraints that tiny minorities. In fsrael and Palestine, the them were idealists who honestly befieved  alities and fisture possibilities and acoclerass
diculous. Palestinians. supported by the majority of the it~ |  would rormally inhibit ther from doing such  victors and the vanquished are closer in pumn-  that they were working to build a beter and redouble their efforts w build 2 new and
terpational community. do not want 9. 11, 13 or even 30|  (errible things.” : bers and the dispossession i§ closer in time. world. Now that 50 years have passed since  better society of peaceful coexistcace. runual
per cent. What they want is an independent state, and that is His principle is one of universal and time- The wounds are stll Rw. Istael’s replacement of Palestipe on the map respect znd buman dipnily in the Land both di
the only way to bring peace and stability to the Middle | Jess validity and is applicable to most of the A durable Israeli-Palestinian peace is un- of the worid, perhaps it will no longer be 1a-  our peoples love.” . L
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doy's talks in Washington might bring some progress.| ruries. For the past faw years, the Euvropean- humanise and dewmonise Palestinians and to  onism may not also have been a tragic mis-  The wriler is ax | lawyer who -
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Editor-in-Chief Hosny Guindy Mohamed Sid-Ahmed argues that, whatever the celebrations of Israel's fiftieth an- 1 was  over-
Managing Editor. Hani Shukrallah niversary, in the absence of a Palestinian state, the very legitimacy of i{srael is questionable ;’:,";’:,‘dwh:’” .
Assigtant Editor. Wadie Kirolos : beard of _ [
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Close up

Salama A. Salama

Just
a delusion

Finding  themseives
empty-handed at the
gzsgvitis of [Israel's

anniversary, ihe
Arabs may resort to
their wraditional panacea
and 2ffirm that Israsl
not only influences. bu
indeed dominates apd
master-min ied
and the media in Eu-
rope and the US.

In his book abour the
role of the Jews in pol-
itics and history, Abdel-
Wahab Elmnessiri
presents us with an-

other theory on the in-
fluence of the Jewish
lobby that works to win
Western public opinion
over o Israel. Most sig-
nificant among these
gronps is the American-

ercises great leverage
on the legislative au-
thority in the US. Al-
PAC mobilises all the
resources available to
Jewish and Ziomist so-
cicies in support of
clear policies and ob-
Jjectives which serve Is-
racli interests. whether
this entails promising
presidential candidates
financial and moral
sopport or taking more
direct initiatives.

In his efaborate apd
well-documened stady,
Elmessiri notes that the
Zionist lobby i3 aot re-
stricred to Jews. In fact
its membership in-
clodes wealthy ™ fi--
nanciess who see their
ecomomic power as
contingent on the frag-
mentation of the Arab
and Islamic world, pol-
icy-makers who sob-
scribe to the same
views, liberals who ad-
vocated a more forceful
deterrent policy against
the Soviet Union when
it existed, conservatives. - .

bastion of Western civ- -
ilisation and -US imter-
ests, . and fonda-
mentalists who see the
mse of a Jewish state as

a sign of salvation.

The Zionist [obby
also includes non-
Jewish, pon-Zionist ele-
ments who may even be
hostile to Jodaism, yet
are prepared to back the
same canses because of
the role Israel plays in .
the Middle East, and es-
pecially because West-
ern and Israeli interests
coincide.

On these grounds, El-
messiri disagrees with
the assumption made
by so much of Arabic
political writing: that
the Zionist lobby often
directs American policy
onlo courses that com-
promise US interests.
He contends that many -
Arab political writers
have never contemplat-
ed the possibility thar,
for the US, the stams
quo’ of *“conuolled in-
stability™ in the region
may be the ideal means
to defend US iplerests
in the Arab world
Thus, - the Zionist-
dominated media and
the Zionist lobby may
be nothing but a cheap
way of accomplishing
whatever mission Is as-
sigmed to them.

While soch 2 per-

ically opposed to all
corent  Arab policies,
which have designated
the US as mediator, ar-
bitrator and sponscr of
the peace process. such
a parspective may pro-
vide a clear explanation
for many phenomena
which smack of com-

one step forward, ome
step backward approach
characterising U? P?::
icy. US support for

rael is inversely cor-
related with the mter-
Amab sitnation: support
for- Israel is greater
when Arab solidanty
declines. D;;epg
loys designed by

;:iy Netanyabu  [ake
new forms whenever
the Arzhs energetically

. miversary merils celebration throo

. tion amd the excessive fanfare

" cenfuries, the jewel

Soapbor

A really Egyptian car

The minister of industry was recendy quoted as saying
that studies are und=rway on a project aimed al pro-
ducing a fully Egyptian car. The ministn s poal is 2 pro-
duction rate of HXL00O such cars made und assembled
in the country per year, According to the minister, the
entry of the private sector ioto thus field has added a new
dimension v modernisation.

Withowt going into evonomic technicafities. in-
l dustrialication based on impont substitution has no place
in today’s world, let alone romorrow's. No country in
the world produces 2 “fully indigenous™ car. The Ford
Fiesta, for instance, is made in 17 coemries. The Apsin
and Morris no longer exist — and for good reason.

Since the "R0%, trade has been frowing increasingly in-
ta-industrial. pot inter-industnal — in other words,
countries trade in parts, pof whole products, in cascs
where they have a competitive advantage. It would be
very costly, upeconomic and inefficient 10 produce a
“whole™ autornobiic internaily.

There is nul.hing 1o by ashamed of here: it i< oot a

manier of mnational pride, bt of ceonom-
ics. The crux of the matter is o seck. .
indecd o create, competitive advantages.  #7 %
These musi be made: competitive skilbk  n, . %
canmol be mherited. We may sery well 77 RN
end op producing parts of cars for do- bR
mestic use, or paris for expornt: but we -
should not strive 1o realise the myth of e | -
“national car”. entirely made and as- -
sembled inside the country by local tech-  ~ T Uan
nicians, R Jhal
i This week's Soapbox speaker is a pro- Adel
g Jessor of economics at the American el
Beshai

University in Cairo.

A Very exeptiona

l country indeed

Why has the' West made such a song and dance about Israel's “independence” celebrations? Gamil Mattar can't imagine
L -~~~ et

In the closing years of the 20th century, com-
:gieshaveanainedﬂieirsod:ymrasindem;na-
tions. It appears, however, that only one 50th an-
the entire
Western world. Moreover, the West 1s forcing its glee
on this occasion down the throars of the eatire world.
In the age of globalised commmmications nerworks,
the spectacles of joy that the dominant nations broad-
cast must delight us too, and the displays of anger or
sofrow it disseminates shoald, supposedly, anger or
sorrow ‘us as well. Thus, we have been made par-
ticipants — if only passively — in the interpational
celebrations ing the 50th anni of the crea-

" tion of the state of Israel. In like mammer, the West

compelled us 10 recogmise that stste; now, they ame
-trying to make us accept thar the Israeli forronla for
pmistheq;lgom:hﬂwmpli&swimﬂnirdefmi—
tton of a jost and lasting peace.

Still, there is 2 difference between a simple celebra-
ticnlar event. In recent weeks, the sensationalism ac-
companying the spectacles of lsmel's 50th

. " I~ enniversary celebrations have seemed limitless. The
who perceive Ismael as s i 4 Wesl's. ex starids out-sharply -— et least to the
. {"*'péoplesuof: the. South — when*conuasted -with. the

commemoration of India’s independence, .
India, a subcontinent iphabijted by hundreds of mil
lions, with an ancient civilisation and a human her-
itage several thousands of years old, was, for many
in the British crown. Empires
fought over it, and their fortunes determiped the pros-
peoty — or poverty — of the Mediterranean apd
Arab seaporns. As a result of India™s place in colonial
history, economic “globatisarion™ took its first steps.
Nevertheless, the anniversary of the i
of the subcontinent, whether from the Indian or Pak-
istanj perspective, receivéd no attention in the West,
with the exception of Great Britain. Even Great Brit-
ain blundered embamassingly on that occasion when
Queen Elizabeth decided to visit Amritsar, in which
the British forces had committed one of their most
alrocions mAassacres.

By all objective. standards, India merited a grander’

wniversa] celebration of its i thag Istael
One justification alone would have been that ji would
have afforded the West the opportunity to offer a sin-
cere and comprebensive apology for all the crimes it
committed against the peoples of its former colonies

in!henalions;:'mmeSouthandtheEast.Sucharec-
ognition would have been an \mprecedented openin,
for a historical reconciliation berween lhcup;rhilg
‘West and the rest of the world. Moreover, it would
have served as a powerful and appropriate response
o the “clash of civilisations™ idea currently mono-
polising acaderia and the think-tank circuit. Certain-
1y, a celebration of independence on the scale with
which the West is celebrating the creation of the
state of Isrzel would have gone a long way towards
mending the growing breach in relations between the
Wesls particufarly the US, and other regions of the
worid,

India may well have deserved the fanfare that has
been dedicated 10 the anniversary celebrations in Js-
rael. Bur then, Israel met a condition that India
could pot, and that sets it apan from the rest of the
South and the East. Netanyahu, only z few days ago.
alluded to this condition in a few short but very ar-
rogam words. He sajd that Israel is preparing nself
for a long stroggle. The Israclis and the Arabs are at
opposing ends mn the on-going conflict saging be-
tween Westem civilisation, of which Israel s a pan,
and Oriental civilisations, to which the Arabs be-

long.

‘Thus, Israel is being honoured as an outpost of the
West in the East. But is that sufficient for its an-
niversary to merit sach an excessive ourpouring of
acclaim? Western countries have numerous occasions
worth howouring: the centennial celebrations of
Amertican imdependence, of the French revolution, of
the Magna Carta. None of these have received nearly
the amount of media atention that is being devoled
10 the Isracli annjversary celebratdons. Never before
has the US Congress unanimously passed a resolution
commemorating the Carta, for example. Bur it
did so in the case of the 50th anniversary of Israel.
Nor has an American president used the celebrations
of one people in order to offend another. Yet, on this
occasion, Climon offended the semsitivities of mil-
lions of Arabs when he said that Palestine, when Is-
rael was created, was no more than a barren desert.
His hyperbole may have been intended fo flatter Is-
rag}, bur it certainly tamished the image of the US as
a snpposedly honest broker — ¥ will not say impartial
i jary, becanse the US bhas never and will nev-
er be impartial as far as Israel is concerned.

In Londoa, too, Prime Minister Tony Blair nashed

1w play his part on-stage. He sang and danced along
with the rest of the coahiner. His speech was pre-
dictable. The creation of the state of lsrael was “one
of the most momentous events of our age,” he said,
as if o remind vs of Grzat Britain's fateful role in the
sufferings of both the Jews and the Arabs in the Mid-
dle East from the end of World War | uniil today, In
addition. his propouncement that the creation of the
state of Israel marked ™2 ruming point in the 4,000
year-old history of an extraordinary.people™ is linle
more than an indicator of the racism that pervades
Britsh political thinking. In all events, however
moch Topy Blair imagined he was induiging the Is-
raelis and the Jews, he, 100, offended the feelings of
millions of Arabs and perhaps many other not so ex-
traordinary peoples.

Perhaps the Western celebrations of Israel’s 50th
anniversary reflect a subliminal sense of surprise thar
Israel has actually survived this long. In the course of
the half cenrury of iis existence, Israel required the
services of the UK. France and the US in wm. The
first wo give it birth, the second to nurture it in the

- cradle and the third 10 help it unleash its brmality.

Pethaps Israzl’s continned dependency on one or
more great powers is what generated the sense in
Westemn capitais that it would not last. These doubts
surrounding Israel’s viability must still prevail; oth-
erwise, why would the West make such 2 song and
dance about it?

I also imagine that there is a deeply fmbedded con-
viction in Western political thinking thai Israel has
entered a phase in which @1 threatens 10 consume it-
self. Pant of the aim of the extravaganza in the West,
therefore, is 10 give the Isrzelis self-confidence: 10 re-
assure them tha they do have 2 state thar js rec-
ognised by the rest of the world. The West, perhaps,
seeks to put through the message that they can divest
themselves of their persecution complex., because it
will not permit other peoples in the ragion or else-
where to treat the Istaclis as anything but superior in
civilisation and strength. That is why the Arabs must
accept Israel’s conditions.

H they do, it is boped, Isracli self-confidence will
increase and perhaps they will refrain from exercising
their worst trail — their disposition 10 domestic strife.
Netanyahu has largely confirmed this analysis. His
path 10 national consensus has been based on se-
curing vnanimous support for refusing (o make con-

cessions 1o the Palestinians and 1o the Arabs in gener-
al. for wreating the Arabs with the mmost arrogance.
for taking every oppormnity te insult them and for re-
neging on the ~surrender™ agreements. as he called
them, sianed by Rabin.

By resorting 1o every available means (o humiliate
and degrade the Palestinian people and 1o partition
their land, the Israelis can bolster their confidence in
themselves and in their leaders. Isracli analysts make
no secret of their conviction that the government of
Israel has planned for the day on which a1 Palestinian
state is created, offering the necessary conditions o
meet the goals of Israel. Such a state, in the Israeli
conception, is an entity in which the Palestinian Au-
thority’s VIPs — as defined by their ability 10 move
between the various areas subject to Palestinian con-
ol — believe themselves 1o be members of an auton-
omous stale. In reality. however. the emity in which
the bulk of the Palestinians will {ind themselves will
be a collection of separate cantons, connected ouly by
those individuals whom the Israeli government deems
safe to consider “very important persons™. -

The extravagance m the celebration of Israel’s crea-
tion has prompted a gumber of writers 1o raise ques-
tions, many of which had been previonsly voiced by
Arab wrilers who were promptly accused of racism
and extremism. Several observers, for example.
brought up the exorbitant costs the West has borne on
Istael’s hehalf for over 2 hundred years, Nor does it
appear that Israel’s demands for material and moral
support will abate. Does Israel deserve all this? What
is the valne of the existence of a Jewish stale which
cannor provide its Jewish cidzens with the security
and stability that Jews in other countrics enjoy?

What is the fumre of a state that emerged by a
sleight of hand, and survived at the cost of a series of
catastrophes? Whar kind of state ignited five regional
wars in fifty vears, yet failed to achieve the victory
that would bring it security? The conflict is still rag-
ing. 10D years on. Israel and its Western supporters. in
their excessive celebrations of its annmiversary and
their displays of contempt for the Arabs, have only
succeeded In igniting new storms of racism in the
Nll:ddle Ezst. and in reawakening the specmre of vi-
olence.

The writer is the director of the Arab Centre for De-
velapment and Fuluristic Research.

Party-crashers at the gates

The Zionists have been successful in promoting their cause culturally: Israelis are identified, in the West,
with brave pioneers defending the frontiers of democracy against terrorist hordes. James Zogby
finds, though, that even in the US, awareness of the Palestinian side of the story is increasing

American perceptions of the Arab-Israeli conflict
were shaped by myth and prejodice. As described
by one of Zionism's founders, Chaim Weizmann,
in a 1930s appeal 10 rters in the United
States, the pardes to the conflict in Palestine were,
“on ope side, the forces of destruction, the forces
of the desert; aud, on the other, standing ffrm, are
the forces of civilisation and beilding. It is the old
war of the desert against civilisation.”

“This stark and racist equation fonnd no better ex-
pression than it did in the 19503 film Exodus,
which definaed for generations of Americans their
images of Arabs and Jews. The Jews of Exodus
were survivors of an infamous ragedy. But more
than that, they were industrions and visionary pi-
oneers who songht only o create 2 homeland
where they and their children could find -frecdom.
They were artists and ‘musicians. They were brave
and passionate, soldiers. T

The Arabs of Exodus, on the other hand, were
objectified as evil, lacking in human virtue. They
were backward and Hars. And they were cowards.

Millions read the book on which the fitm was
based. The film itsclf was scen by tens of millions.
And (he theme song from the movie was, for many
years, one of America's most popular tunes,

Actually, this entire Zionist effort was not only
jnsidious, it was also guite clever. - From the be-
ginning, this movement had identified itself as a
Western colonial enrerprise.  Zionisis porirayed
themselves, in Heértl's words as “a rampart -of Eu-
fope " against Asia.. an ogtpost of civilisation

against barbasism. .

In the United Staizs, they defined their conguest
‘in terms Americans wouvld understand. “Tbey, the
Zionists, depicted themselves as the pioncers and
cowboys: the Arabs, therefore; were the Indians. In
the end, the Zionists won nuot oaly ot-the bat-
flefield in Palestine, they alse won the cuitoral bat-
tle m the United Smtes to define the images
through which Americans would understand this

R I - et s

conflict. In the face of this cultural onslaught, the
Arabs stood defenseless. Jews had made their story
into 3 cepterpiece of popular culre, while the Ar-
abs told the story of their tragedy to no one except
themselves.

It was not thar the Arabs had no story 1o tell. no
powerful images 10 evoke. They simply did not
enter (he markerplace of ideas in the West. And
whea they did. they did so clumsily and artlessly.

For more than half a cenfury, we¢ have lived
through this onslaught — this ing of Is-
raelis as good and Arabs as evil, of Israclis as hu-
mans “just like Americans™, and Arabs as a face-
less enemy.

We have struggled 1o define oerselves agains
overwhelming odds and releatless campaigns. Ar-
abs porwayed as bloodthirsty terrorists, Arabs de-
picted as wealthy and unworthy possessors of pet-
rodoliars. Through it all, Arab humanily was
denied and our accomplishments and aspirations
ignored. .

Bor despite these campaigns against us and de-
spite our faillure w wage an effecive and in-
telligent cultural campaign in the West, the strug-
gle of our people is beginning ta break through the

3

In this comext, it is especially interesting to note
the rather significant and, 1o some extent, sur-
prising US press meamment of Israel’s 50th an-
niversary.

Virmally every major US newspaper has devoted
a series of anticles 1o this evem and, almost with-
ont cxception, the coverage has been thoughtful
and balanced. For example, the Los Angeles
Times, the Detroit Free Press, the Washington
Pogst, the Washington Times, and USA Todgy have
all run a number of pieces examining the 50
from 2 variety of perspectives, with almost all of
them focusing on the unfinished isswes of peace
and justice for the Palestinians. .

Of special note has been the coverage provided

by the New York Times. cenainly the United

* States” most influential newspaper. Thus far the

Times has devoted seven separate full-page -
1icl';=5_ to this series, all under the heading “Israel
ar 50”.

The first in the series, entitled “Many voices.
not all in unisou in today’s Israel”, fearred inter-
views with six diffcrem Israclis. Feamred prom-
inently among the six was an Israeli Arab who de-
scribed the discrimination she has endured as a
second-class cilizen.

Next came a fascinating examination of the out-

creaed in Israel over a TV series thar in-
cluded a2 sezmenl on the Palestnian national
movement. The piece. called “Israel's history.
viewed candidly, stirs a storm”. discussed the
“oe¢w historians™ of Isracl, who are for the first
time publishing accounts of “the expulsions [of
1948]..., the killings of Arab civilians in border
skirmishes and missed opportunities o negotiale
with the Arabs™,

‘The third in the New York Times series focused
on economic maters and discussed Israel’s evole-
tion into a capitalist hi-tech oriented economy.

Bur it was the fourth piece that has been the
most interesting. Entitled “Living with the Pal-
estinian ‘Catastrophe™™, the full-page anicle docu-
ments the history of the Shikaki family. It begins
with their expulsion from their village in 1948, re-
ports on jis suhsequent destruction, and notes “the
Shikakis farmed this Jand for generations. if not
centuries, cultivating wheal, apricols, oranges and
cucombers... [After] May of 1948 they fled... and
were never permitted back. Their house was de-
molished and their land givea 10 the Jews.”

The article then goes on 10 sympathetically de-
scribe the differcnt paths taken by each of the Shi-
kaki children: Fathi, the founder of Islamic Jihad,
Khalii. the director of the Centre for Palestine Re-
search and Studies. and Abdel-Aziz, a phar-
maceuticals bosinessman.

The nexi article in the serfes presents the resulis
of a New York Times poll on Israel entiled “For
better or worse, Israel is special in US Eyes",
while the sixth ariicle was entitled “Jews and Ar-
abs, painting a mural together, find a mosaic of
distrust”. This anicle describes the tensions that
developed among three anists — an Israeli Jew. an
Israeli Arab, and a West Bank Palestinian — as
they worked together to create an aristic repre-
sentation of their confTict.

This final piece in the serics was a balanced
treatment of the actual celebration of lsrael’s an-
niversary, including the demonsurations by rightists
and peace activists at Jebel Abu Ghneim and a sep-
arate long aniclc on Palestinian reactions 10 the
day. during which they moum their loss,

.What has been exceptionally evident in the Timex
series and most of the other press wreatments of the
50th anniversary is the exient 1o which Arab voices
and Arab stories have figured prominently in the
accounts. Despite Zionism's fervent efforts 1o deny
the Arab human component te the conflicl in Pal-
estine. 50 years Iater it continues 1o weigh heavily
on their story. As it is. notwithstanding Zionism’s
military conquest and colural onslaught, this
movement has been unable to erasc Arab humanity
from the equation in Palestine. The Palestinian de-
mand for justice remazins a significant issue that
will not go away. And Palestinian voices continue
o factor prominently throughout the US press sto-
ries of “Isracl at 507,

In the end, the exclusionary myth could not total-
Iy conquer. Palestinians remain, and must be dealt
with as equals. Their aspirations must be respected.
Istac] cannol commemorate ils anniversary, cven in
the United Siates. withoul being reminded of its
past. And ft will not kpow peace umil the in-
justices of that past have been repaired,

The writer is presidens of the Washingron-based
Arab American Institute,
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_Said Shimi pays
“tribute to the late
. Wahid Farid, the man
. behind the camerain’ -
- many of Egyptian
“cinema’s finest films

“He i~ fond of phetography!™ With
these words Wahid Farid was intro-
ducad by a relauve o0 Abmed B
Salem. the director of Siudio Misc
in 19370 Ap the age of 15, orphaned.
spellbound by the silver woreen. andé
an emploses of ke M- Company
for  Acting and  Cinzmatogruphy,
Farid wus seeking an oppemanits i
learm the el of SzMietegrapny
The vpportuniny came with s rel-
ative s goud affices which got e
inpy Stadio Mist, It was 2 mzefing
that decided the taie of the oun
wine, for several decades, was the
Egyphian vinemas” bost cameranian.

The I8acar-old Farid wes fucks
v hase begun 1 Swdio M the
(irst Egyprian studio. built in 1935
to peplivate the saders in Evrope
angd Hollveood, Yel even thers the
apprentiveship of the soung un-
vingtagripher wis ool without is
hardstizps. The loreizn camerdmen
wha dominated the industne were
venerafly  evasive  amd  reiuctam
when it came o docepiing and
trammy young Egvptiane i their
cratt. Tndeed Gaston Madn. the
chiwel cameraman 2t Studie Misr,
weill wo far os W prohibit Ezypuma
spprenfives access o the sound
suges when menes were  being
shot and 1 was oniy threazh the -
eriention of Hassan Dahish, an as-
stsfant cameraman, mat Wahid (i-
nally gaiped access 1o the sound
slaze.

A dew vears later. with the out-
break of war in 1939, Farid aed oth-
er  Egvptian  cameramen  found
themselres alone on the stages. Al
the foreign expents had fert wnd the

Arim. Haswan Murad, Mustaia Has-
«an and Ahmed Khorshid, swho had
Peen apprentived and acquired ex-
perieice in Stadie Misr, became the
Musiers. Fand worked s assistant
o et of them.

In 1447 Fartd ~hot hi~ fiest feature
il a~ principal camzraman. The
N was called fon AN-Siarg 130n
o the Bastn, Having provea  his
~util. e was cemmissioned o shoot
ihree more (ilms the aame wear:
Kamel El-Tilmusam™  Al-Berirgs
1Fiest Priced. Husser Fawzi's Sa-
agi AR 1Guod Morningy wpd
Ibrshin Emara’~s iz A-Dfnain
1 The Hurbund of Twol. Fand™s rep-
UL wx 3 Cuilieraman vapable of
roducing eveellent work m record
nite zew. helping o securz his
place at the wop of s pratession,

He wi.. perhaps. more  ge-
sponsthle  than amvone  for  the
artell midges of Jernesses such as
Leta Murad. Faten Hamama and
Lubna Abdel-Azes. He dominated
the hght and musical geare. work-
tnye with Farid El-Atrash, Mohamed
Fawz Abdel-Halim Hafez. Anwar
Wardi and with Fauruz as a lile
girl. He worked relentlessiy until
iould luter in his career moving
intn television. most notably with
his work on Pumnir Ahla Mokt
iMiss Hekmat's Consciencer. di-
revied by Enaam Mohamed Ali. and
Li oNm direcied by Yehya El-
Alami. He was the favourite tam-
era-man of Faten Hamama. Farid
Ei-Atrazh and Abdel-Halim Hafez,
all of whom were reluctant 1 ac-
cept anvane else in his place.

“la amy film.” he said. “my work

T A _'-:F

Do ‘q'Af-Kara wan, one of dozens of landmark films on w

tegrate  beauty into the general
moad of the film. My shots always
do justice to physical atraction,
giving beauty its best chance by
chousing the most svitable angle
and uat the same time. reflecting the
gencral drumatic mood of the tilm.
lo this way. [ am able 1o give the
dramatic effects of the events tak-
ingz place in the background without
in ans wi undermining the hero’s
or hemvine’s beauty being  fore-
zrounded, "My sivle is clearly ap-
parent it Rava Wa Skina directed
by Sualah Abu Seif in (953 and
Siwhan Inra o (A Woman's Youth)
in 1956, Combining beuuty and
moeerd 5. 1 believe, the essence of
what is required in any dramatic
work.

Farid’s fighting of the taces of his
aciors and actresses remained a
constant in his work. For him the
faces of the hero and  heroine
should appear not merely faultless
but practically angelic. His art came
through at irs best when he was
filming Abdel-Halim Hafez. Furid
noted that in his later [ilms. as Ab-
del-Halim became increasingly ill.
his face changed rapidly from one
shooting session to the next. Simply
ensuring continuity was testimony
to Farid s skills.

Alwayvs more at home in the stu-
dio. where he could exercise com-
pleiz coniro) "over lighting. Farid
professed to being unhappy with 2
number of his later films. largely
shot out of doors. Yet whatever his
own estimaton. linle if any fauli
can be found with the camera tech-
nique in such films as De'a Al-

Davs). Rodda Quipi (Return my
Hearti and Wu Hiveralr. And the
dusk scenes in Buve Al-Ardal +Be-
tween the Remains: most surel
counl among the finet moments of
Egvpuan cinematagraphy.

Whilst writing ¢ book about the
history of cinemarography in Egyvpt
L met with Furid a number of times,
While he remintsced about the hap-
pv bygone dax: [ admired the de-
termination  of  his  aeneration.
Once. when we spoke about the use
of cvolfours in his films. he ex-
pressed his preference for bald col-
ours, He said he occasinnally intro-
duced colour (o pictures that made
them look unreal and awributed
these abrupt switches 1o some inner
sense Of intuiton thut the new col-
our was mare appropriate for tha
specific sitwation But he remained.
in the end. enamoured of black and
white flms. Onee. he told me. sim-
ply 1o get the tonalities right. he in-
sisted during Miminy Al-Habin Al-
Mughou! tthe Unknown Lovers that
the wails of the heroine’s bedroom
be painted navy blue and the fur-
niture to be placed agaiast them a
particular shade of off white.

Wahid Fand's career spanned the
history of Egyptian cinema. In 17
vears he worked on 173 films.
Strangely. he shot only one docu-
mentary film. Tuiankiamen. He has
left us a valuable visuzl Jegacy. a
legacy that speaks forcefully of
what can be achieved by those who
love not only the medinm in which
they work. film. but know. too, the
intimaie secrets of the camera.

reneration  of  Egyprian
cinatographers  including

Abdel-

Music

cin-  us a cameraman is 10 capiurs and
teflect beaury. My snvle is w0 in-

Karawan 1 The Nightingaie's Song).
Avamma Al-Helwa

{Our Happy

The writer (s a Jirector of cin-
ematography.

Love helps sk e e mmscconsion

Cuire Operu House Quar-
ter: Pascale Rozier, piano
am! Osman El-Mahdv, vi-
alin: Small Hall, Cairo Op-
era Heuse; 26 Aprif

Musical memory will have
no Irouble retaining this
concert. Tt was right. quite
perfectly right in every es-
sentiul. These plavers came.
visited the Small Hall with-
out much ado. litde pre-
performance ussistance and
a smallish audience. but the
pay-off was remarkable. A
performance showing great
faith and loving assistance
between the plavers of a
work by Chuausson new to
Caira. a clear. quite pure
revelation of a unique and
capriciously difficult work.
By 13899 Chausson was
dead. His bref life slofied
into a strunge, dismurbing.
unseitled period — rather
like now for a 1998 audi-
ence — fast muking for the
rubble heaps af war ume.
When he wrote Cancerin in
D major Op 21 far vislin.
piann  and  string quartel
evervthing was on the slips.
with music, 2§ now. way
out ahead of the other ars,
The fissures and black holes
would soon be opening 10
swallow Europe. but the es-
tablishment held fast. When
Chausson wrote this work
the surface was still proud
and the ancien regime stll
glowed. even if it did aot
quite ghitter. Peace. money.
fushion: greal suions oper-
ated as in the 15th centory.
Sargent and Boldini painted
iL
Oui of all of thiy came
Chausson. No cinema. noth-
ing elecrronic excepl elec-
tric fans for hot Parisian
summer nights, The music

is like the eleyiac poetry of
fate Rome before ot too fell
down.

How to play this fugidve
thing? These musicians.
with tact. imagination and
some son of added piquancy
of their own. almost a4 com-
ment on the period iwself.
succeeded bevond any hope
one might have had.

The newly formed quartet
of the Opera House com-
prises Shamil Rashidov. vi-
olin. Walid El-Hamamsy, vi-
olin. Alaa Khalil, viola, and
Eugene  Vysawsky. cello.
They formed an  ever-
moving and flowing. ever-
active magic carpet for the
two soloists. Fascale Rozier.

iapo. and Osman El-
Mahdy. violin. The saloists
cnjoyed themselves as con-
trasting agents in the sound
web. He, romantic. eloquent.
full of attention and care,
she dashing. setting a pace
of powerful speed. a turbine
driving the softness of the
work with a firm hand.
Chausson always has his
eve on the piano and Rozier
never let him down.

This work opens with
three large powerful chords
from the piano alone. meta-
morphosing into a farm tak-
en up by the rest of t!n:-
players. As IL 5WOOpS 0n 1is
way lhe struclure of ihe
work is clearfy seen. It is a
sgong. powerful.  almost
symphonic desizn. but d_ec-
oruted in the softer materials
beloved of French cormpos-
ers. Essential o get this ac-
cent comect. They did. Par-
is. France it was on the eve
of something momenious.,
and it wembled with excite-
ment and anticipation. As
the concerto approaches the
ond there is a strong, up-

ward gush of arches of mu-
sic, glissandi-like. Chopin
had six ears for this pow-
erful work. Nothing is ne-
glected. The perversions of
tempo. rhvthm, lioe and col-
our igmore proper evalua-
tion. The plavers began to
put on further speed. seem-
ing 1o improvise the music
out of a lesson Chausson
had given them before the
performance. Go out and
give the audience a mirage
of civilisation.

Late things are always
breathtaking. Will  they
make it before the edifice
crumbles? Hereabouts it is
Proustian. a slip-over into
the 20th century, Civil-
isation is nos that sofi. Paris
survived. Music continues
to make marvels and the
mansion in the Paris Fau-
bourg where the first per-
formance pwobably took
place still stands.

What came before this
unique manifestation of
Chausson was Haydn's
Quarter Op 77 in G major
— strange choreography of
classical music, the ability
to change partners during
the dance. The Havdo wrnes
were  20th ¢enwry  ones
which the Cairo Opera
House sang as if it was
Cole Porter.

The Caire Choral Society
with the Akhnuaten Chamber
Qpera and Orchesira; Mo-
sarr’s Reguiem amd Vespe-
rae Solennes de Confessore;
Marilvn Coriege McCarihy,
soprunn, Gihan El-Nasser,
vontrulto.  Mohamed  Abu
El-Kheir, tenor, Raouf Zui-
dan. bass and Ashraf Swai-
lam. buss: Larry P. Cailin,
conductor and  directer;
Ewurt Hull, American Uni-

versity in Cetira; 29 April

The leap across Wolf's Glen
-— from the salon party of
Chausson’s concertos to the
high classic formalism of
Mozan’s death rites on the
other side is some Ileap
across time and idiom. You
need some sort of love 1o
suslain you to get to the oth-
er side.

The Hapsburg emperor Le-
opold once warned Mozart
that there would he no one
to save him from his friends
if he. the emperor, died.
Mozart. small of form. had
huge stature musically, a
hard sharp tongue and a
mocking manner. Icurus was
born aod his talenr permitted
him to be close to the sun,
but when the sun set. leav-
ing Mozan alone to the mer-
cy of the great world. he
soon died away.

The Requiem bad 1aken
him a long tme to f(igish,
but finished it was and just
in time. Mozart was not
quite sure about God. This
Requiem  begins  simply
enough. does gil the right
and expected things, an
obeisance here or there to
convention and fine funereal
mangers, and then, no long-
er able to keep the face that
society demanded. Mozart
lets fall the mask, and pro-
ceeds to die honestly and
truthfully,

The majestic edifice he
erected is terrifying. biood
curdling. He was alone and
vulnerable and the work he-
comes Promethean,

And it is here that Lamry
Catlin comes in. strangest of
macstros. He gives away
litle in charisma and per-
sonatity ~— nothing in per-
sonal contact except biand

good manners. He is an ua-
touchable, friendly wall.
And then — he has vistons.
The cpening solemn Vespe-
rae were plaved as thor-
oughly ordained and hor-
ribly classical prayers. an
impenetrable curtain of sif-
ver formaliry.

And then the Requiem.
Catlin is good ar requiems.
Not [ong ago in this same
hall he did a grand and
touchingly intimate per-
formance of the Verdi Re-
quiem. which broke all rules
of size and style of per
formance. Warm. candle-lic.
loving and tender. it brought
tears as well as refuge from
the huge forces Verdi wo-
leashes. But it was a re-
quiem for a man. a loved
friend of Verd:. and this
Catlin revealed. Everything
was in Lhe notes,

For Mozan. Cartlin took it
halfway and. then. quietly.
with  assiduous  faithtui
steps. he began his vision of
the path upwards. It was
aswounding. Amadeus in his
rather worn 1Sth centry
brocades disappeared. We
bave had enough of him in
that guise anyway. Instead,
be appeared us & Le-
onardoesque  angel of the
anpunciation.

The ultimate. everyday
mysterv of death is for-
bidden to mortals. This Re-
quiem. amyway. is oot for a
man. not ¢ven Mozart. It is
a glimpse. devastatingiy ac-
curate. of an empire — the
Hapsburg, Europe itself —
a Rococo glimpse shrouded
in something without mean-
ing in words.

Verboten — road closed
— but Leopold's little man
and Catlin’s art open the
gates.
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9 M

Phoapsraphic vihibinon of
the distnet of Kom Gurab,

David d"Agosting & Nazi Quality

Madkour

Akhnaton Gallery. Cemire
of Arts. T Al-Mawhad Al-Swisvn St
Zuraick. Tel 340 8211 Daily exc
Fri. [Qam-] 3Upm & tpm-Ypm. Until
10 Alay.

Instatlation with rope, nailw, cloth
and wall paitings from the former,
30 mixed media works exhibited un-
der the collecuve ulle Palimpaest
from the laner.

Studert Art Exhibition

Ewart Gallery. Mam Campus. ALC.
Modhamed Mahmoud 51 Tel 357
0373, Doily exr Fri, Yam-Yom. Uniil
24 Mavy.

Abdel-Aal

Derouh , 4 Larit America St
Guordea City. Tel 354 7951, Uniit 12
Mav.

Paintings under Lbe dde Girts from
EgvpL

AN Ezooik Warerendours)

Museum of Modern- Egypiian Art,
ru House Grounds. Gezira, Tel

42 060),. Daily exc Mon. fDars-1pe:

& Spm-9pm_ Lindil 13 May.

Musenm of Modern Egyption Art
Upera House Grounds, (esira, Tol
J42 G2, Duify exc Mon. {Uam- {pm
& Spm-Ppm.

A permancnt display of painungs
and sculpoure chanling the moden
art mnement io Egyvpt

Mohamed Nagui Musenm

Chdrean Pyramids, 3 Mahmoud Al-
Guindi $1. Giza.

A mustum devoled 1o the paintings
of Mohamed Nogui ¢ | REX- [956).

Mahmoed Mukhiar Museum
Tuhrir 5, Gesirg. Dad ecc Sun amd
Mon. %am-1.30pin

Permanent collecion of works by
the sculptor Mahmoud Mukhiar.

Muoseum of Mr and Mrs Mohamed
Mahmoud Khalil

1, Kafour Al-Akhchidi S, Dokki, Tel
J36 ZIT6 Daily exc Mon, 10 am-fi

Pm
Egypl's largest collection of -19th
cenrury European-n
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Fnols Rush 1o

Karim I, |2 Eradedgin 5t Doown-
down Tel 562 383 Daile [Oam,
iom, 33Upm. fidipre & 9.30pm
Cairo Skercton, Al-Gulua St Giza
Tel 380 5084, Duily 1) 30um. lpm,
Jpr. fipm. Gnm & mudaicl. Odeon
i 4 O Abdei-Humid Saed X,
Dovwniewn. Tel 575 2797, Daih
M0 iam [Sdpe. 830w &
% iipm

Breakdown

Tahrir, 112 Faluir 5t Dokdd. Tl 333
S726. Daile 3pem, ope & 9pm. Al
Salam. 65 Abdel-Hamis Bodawi St
Heliopolis. Te! 9% [T, Daly
3.3upr. 6.30pin & V_30pm. Karim §.
5 3850, D Tam. Tome St

2 . Daifr Tam, Ipm, 3.3

&.30pm & 9. 30nm pm. -{tpm.
Swurring Kurt Ressel,

Copland

Odeon I. 4 Dr Ahdel-Hamid Said 5,
Oowntown, Tel 505 87T, Daile
10.30am, 130 6 2Upe: X Y.30pem

Titanie
MGM Kollerve: Al-Nusr 5g. Maudi,
Tel 252 3066, Daily 10.3dam, 1pm,
vpm & Y9pm. Cosmos II, I3 Em-
adeddin 51, Duvvmiowae Tel 779 537,
Dwily 10am, I, Spen &pm & Ypm.
g?; l'} dt;%:mﬁ}\ Tel 202 joRs,
il . J0nm, G 30pm &
9.30am. Ramsis Hiﬁof:f. Corpiche
;1,5-;'3\:':'1 Sl'."I TE: 57'-:' 436, Duth
.3am. 1 30pm. 3 20pm. 6.30pm
&630pm ' o
Will it ever sunk * Leonardo di Cap-
prio and Kaie Winslen

El-Batal | The Hern

Rory, Rory Sy, Helivpolia, Tef 258
0344, Dy 0am., Ipm. fpm &
Ypoe Rivoli I, 2t Julv St Down-
toun. Tel 575 3033 Daily fpm.
J30pm, 6.30pm & . -
Haram. Al-Harum 51, Tel 355
$358, Daitr 10am. 1pm 3pm, opm
& 9pm. Diana, 17 305l S1, Ems.
dgileddin. Dompnrnr, Fiof 203 =25
Daily, far. frm, Gpm. Gom &
Spem, Lido, 23 Emudviddin St Dowr-
town, Tel 503 2285 Daily lpam.

grem M2z Mariabe: 2-Stara? '
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LECTURES
N

The Windsor |
Padshabpama; $tle und |
Ideology in Shah Ja- i
hans Painted History i
Room 203, Rarc Books Litrory. !
AUC. Crmer of 3tedis Rinzt ant |

i

1

Custle |

apaier stegers, [0 Maz d
Lecture by Epbz Kook protes
InJarnze 2rt ap the Univorsiiy of Vien-
n.

Andalusian  Origin of the 1893
Generation

Sparish Cultural Centre, 20 Boa-
fox Harna §:, Dneski je! 3o 17350
327 fal 12 A, S

Lecture by Mohumed Mohmaud
Lekkn. prafessor of Andyuwan hi- ©
eraure, Caipn Linreraty

A Pastmodernist View of Maslim
Learning

Netherlands Inssitute, I, Mubmow?
Acmi St Zamalex Tej: 340 wi7n 7
May, 5. 30pm,

Lacture by Mohamed El-Schargaun

Bibliotheka Alexandrina: The Ar-
chitecture for a 21st Century Li-

brary

Room 203, Rare Bookx Librare,
AUC. Comer of Sheiih Rikan and
Mansour streels. 10 Mavx, Som
Lectere by Chnaophe Kapelice, an
urchiect on Lhe Lbran project

Francis Frith: Ploacer Photsa-
rapher in Egypt

Roam 203, Rare Books Library,
AUC. Comer of Sheivit Rihen and
Mansour sircezs. 13 Moy, Spm

All infarmation conTol A tme of
going W press. Homever. ot remans
wWise Ju cherh with wozees Nies
SIMCE PrOgrAmttes  daick s 1imes
ane subject to changs ar wem shon
notice. '

Pleae send informatior to Bisnuaes.
Al-Afram Weekly, Gaiaa St Cairg,
Tel 5750065,

Fax STIBNSY335.

Compiled by
Injy El-Kashef

Around the galleries

CRIOATIAN artists. 18 in all. exhibit
their most recent work at the Atelier
du Caire. These, in a variety of me-
dia. encompass a wide range of
stvles. ;

The Round Gallery of the Plastic
Arusts’ Syndicate hosls works by
Adel Abdel-Rahman and Ola Youos-
sef. Though geomerrical forms dom-
inate Abdel-Rahman’s work. more
naturalistic ones Youssef™s, hath are
concemed with the cBect of light on
form. ;

Extraordinary plastic sculptures in
wood by Salim Attiva are on show at
Horus Gallery a1 the Faculty of An
Education. Peacocks permutate  into
words, letiers metamorphose into
horses, fauna evolve into callirraphy.

Reviewed by Nagwa ElAshri
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Plain Talk

.‘_‘f{ E"’k : 1 ofien wonder how many
N . y people know about, ket alone
A . read. the differemt UNESCO
" publications. Going through
some of their highly special-
) _ ) g 15ed magezines and pamph-
o _ - lets, one realises the great ef-
. . _ : (ons spent in preparing and
o “The bl_rd retums fo its nest and the child to its mother's breast” — words of controversy to which Qabbani was never a stranger. Outspoken, gﬁﬁn&m “ﬂ}-ﬂ ;_‘ fg:'n:h‘c:-f
e, from Nizar Qabbani's last testament. Qabbani, who died last week in never shying away from taboos, Qabbani nonetheless maintained a who produce these mag-
Lon_don at the age of 75 and was buried in his native Damascus, popuarity that allowed him to abandon his career as a diplomat and adines eﬂ!g*ﬂ d'}:f"'megﬁ ...f:l.:
- achieved unprecedented fame as an Arab poet, commanding a mass concentrate fuil-time on his writing. Below, four Arab poets write about paper haskeL P
o audience. The political stands struck in his later work fanned the flames ~ the Qabbani phenomenon oy S me. 1 am Al
way i3 L1 recens
LU'NESCO publications
T which provide handy refer-
2 he Th e : . d h ences o many subjects that
h II l o £y II'] =3 ' I I!,l concern us. covering a wide
. anan iRy e:“ range of topics fru:E the en-
oy I saw Nizar o e ' vironmenl and education 10
. ' Qabbani forthe . . . — + precedented illieracy, museums and de-
- fisst tdme o . 0L it velopment.
e 1956. and - o0 1" Qabbani’s works l?n;::m;an.ici_ular publication
thou later . . o which 1 find really il-
im mghto lmovf Ahmed - Qalit li Al-Semraa (The Dark One luminating is Sources, a
u:_.i‘_ him weli and Abde'; - Said to Me), 1944; Tefoslat Nahd maeazine which
- saw him many "Oeﬂ R (Chitdhood of a Breast), 1948: Samba monthly. Tt deals with tssues
3 times, the way s {Sambaj, 1949; Iniz & (Yoo are for varying from communication
; he looksd 3 Hegazi: Me), 1950; Oasaid {Poems). 1956; 0 bioethics, with a dozen
1956 remained ¢ i z Habibazi (AMy Beloved), 1961, other specialisations in be-
engraved in m " an £ Al-Rasm b’l?KnEmlDraﬁngWith racen. One pan"_'u];u' issue
- memory. He wis tall and very cercamty. Stll, I ean s’::y that fame(i,s E"-.',"""" 19\“; Rmea i’ﬁah Daftar which [ found fascinating
- Lt;oking. and his physical amxjbates  not always 2 blessing and that it can kw&‘&m u%-nogiﬂegﬂ,‘ :g]ﬁ;qs‘;fﬂ"“?g'&wh'ﬂ
. meﬂd‘-'dm ﬁ;&&v gsth the way he . lead a poet amay from his poctry. 1967; Yawmivyat Imraa la Mubaliva lems of professional artints,
; uded a0 overwhelm; presence ex- _l TEOCC ufils as | becomes wi Fal& 'Diaries of an Indifferent Woman), The issue contained details
-4 of warmth and e} o Eimself Histerin, e e 1968; Qasaid Mutawakiska (Wild obom the life of a dancer in
“Hay egance. g to Lheir applause Poems), 1970; Kitab Al-Hubb (The Bali nter in F
No doubt the way h rather than 1o his P i e I rance, 2
laed ) y be looked rathe g% voice of i-gst Book of Loves. 1970; Me'as Resalit Canadian film-maker. 3 Chi-
played an importanmt role in the s dreams, weighing his w Hubb (One Hundred Messages of nese calligrapher. musicians
making of his fame. He was not on the scale of stadom rather than Love), 1970; Ashaar Kheriga ala in th C.-ugr?goon a theatn
Just a famous poet like any other o the scale of ar. Ia-my opinion, Al-Qanoun (Delinguent Poems). :mup: in Peru, « poet in 1;:1:
m ;ffh.d‘ knol':m anlg Ioved by a Qabb::: will come down in the bis- 1972; L'hibik uhibik w'al Baggia Taati anon and a Ukrainian author.
ol o ut, rather, there was  tory I .*"'"b“’dﬁcs’m 2s a famons i1 love sou, I love you, and the Rest The diverse working condi-
. a glyth; element to his feme. poet. It is t to tell what will Follows), 1978; Kulu Agm we anti tions of this mixed group arc
o ga bamhwas known and loved by  become of the Nizar Qabbani myth. Hobibati (Every Year and You are set against 4 common back-
ose who do not read poexry — Qabbam is a confusing poet. Most my Beloved), 1978; Achhadu an Ia drop highlighting the stats’s
even by those who do not read at  of his readers do not pause before Imrea illa anti (1 Bear Witness that role and responsibility in
?u. There were elements other than  the guestions his poetry raises there is no Woman but Yen), 1979; moting the ans in an in-
ove of poetry involved in knowing though there are some who do and Mowawil Dimishqiva itle Qamar prom Iy liberal
and loving Nizar Qabbani One insist on an answer. His poetry Baghdad (Damascene Songs to the creas:]::g Y a
X such element was the need w fap-  seems, more often than not, very Moon of Baghdad), 1979; Hakatha m'?;;: fcr;.dlng article started
tasise, o' create am ido] cor-  simple. Mis vocabulary is mot un- Aktuebu Torikh Al-Nissaa (Thus I with 2 well known though all
L a- responding to fantasies that may  usual, his syntex is mondsne and his Write the History of Women), 1981; 100 often ignored fact:
- have very little 1o do with the re-  chyme schemes are not complex. In Qamoos Al-Ashegeen (The Dictionary bether they be painters,
o ality of the man idolised. . short, there is nothing phil cal . whether they be  painters,
i . . _ = . nflmel‘sl. I”I:MMMQMHHE dancers or playwngh[s‘ pro-
Thus Qabbani’s public readings about his poetry. This lack of phi- (Viad Poems), 1983; ALHub la Yaquf fessional artists of all stripes
were unlike any other poetry read- losophising is a double-edged ala Al-Daw’ Al-Akmar (Love Does walk a tightrope.
ings. They were the talk of the town  sword. On the one hand, it gives his not Stop at the Red Light), 1983; “In indusmialised countries
to Whlc_h people from al_] CIBSSES and mﬂy an m"e SpOﬂmeltY-'. W'al Knlimat Tam_'ﬁz Al-Ghadab me}- must fieht 10 be con-
generations poured as if coming to _very spontaneity, however, di- {And Words Know Anger}, 1983; sidered professionals. With
oz behold a miracle. Ofien organisers hites its character since it becomes Qissari moa Al-Shir (My Story with the exception of a handful of
* of his poetry readings wouvld have to mer:lfy a reaction o, mather than an Poetry), 1983; Qasaid Maghdoub celebrities. few can survive
bring in the police (0 maintain order.  act of critical eagagement with, Life. alaiha (Scorned Poems), 1986; solely by their art, while
. He was a star, as good looking as  Qabbani can write a poem sbout a Tazawajtik ayeha Al-Houreyya (1 many live below the poverty
some movie stars if not beiter Jook-  telephone, a comb, lipstick, a2 wom- married vou O Liberty), 1988; line. This financial drama
” ing than most. And the poetry he  an with an a-le-garcon hairstyle, us- Joumhouriyat Janounstan (The builds in developing coun-
2 read contributed to his image as an  ing all the mundane vocabulary used Repuoblic of Crazyestan), 1988; tries where modemisation of-
; irresistibly charming men. It was re- * 0 describe such things. It is this Al-Kgbrit fi Yeddi wa Duweilatikum ien threatens the artist's ma-
& bellious poetry which directly and  stmplicity that made somé think of pain Al-Warreg (The Match is in my ditional rofe in society and
- bravely atacked all taboos. His ex-  bis poetry as naive and superficial. Hands and your Little Nation work either in terms of crea-
treme popularity fent him imomnity  do not’ think that this is fair. The Made of Paper), 1989; Al-Awrag tivity and freedom of expres-
from the suppressive arm of the au-  simplicity of Qabbani’s poetry does - Al-Sirriya E Askig Qurmuti (The sion or becanse of in-
- thorities offended by . -his  de-. Dot mean that it is withour value. It Confidential Papers of a Lover), sofficient legal protection.™
: nunciations. Add to this the fact thai = is e Qabbani car be réad with 1989: La Ghalib illa Al-Hub (No "The status of the artist has
stars like Mohamed Abdel- * great ease, but this does mor mean Victor Except Lovel, 1990; preoccupied UNESCO for
gaaé:zab;n[‘llmNKulthtgz:sAbd_el-Hﬂm that hx;c poctry was | mﬁtemw oo Hawamish alla Al-Hawamish some time now. In 1980
agat aghira comr  Same degree - He | . ; - {Marginalia aronnd Marginaliz), UNES 1d a meeting i
peted to put music to and sing words  Care to write in a way accessible to 1 :ave. smee chzldht_)od. tried/ 1991: Hel Tasmaeena Saheel Ahzani Bclmg._.o ll;c fo;e up nﬁ&ﬁ
writien by him, and you get a glary  anyome and because of this his poet- to draw those countries {Can You Hear the Neighing of my recommendations con-
never attained before by any other Iy will remain rich materjal for crit- allegorically called Arab./ L Sorrows), 1991; Ana Rajul Wahid wa cerning the status of the an-
Arab poet, ] ics to amnalyse. We need to under- Countries that would forgive me/ 1 anti Qabila min Al-Nisag (1 am One ist. Again. in June of last
- He acquired a fame which even stand the culwral conditions that  jfeyer ] broke the moon's glass/ 4 Man and You are a Tribe of year. UNESCO organised
. Ahmed Shawgi, dubbed Prince of gave dse to a phenomenon like the and thank me for the love poend/ | Women), 1993; Ehamsuna Aman fi another meeting in Paris
¥ Poets, was unable to attain and this -  Nizar Qabbani myih, o look beyond b0 rorie one/ Madih Al-Nisaa (Fifty Years in which discussed what had
' despite the fact that pecple’s evalua-  the mythical figure to mderstand and allow me 1o love/ Praise of Women), 1994; Tanweear acwally resulied from the
ton of Qabbam s poetic ability var- and evaluaie his ml" 1o as freely as sparrows in m_ue;" Nizariva fi Magamai Al-Ishg ) Belgrade recommendations.
jed while that of Abmed Shawqi  appreciate fully his ability Lo reach - ' (Nizarian Variations on Passion, The main goal of thar
was unanimously recognised by his  0atf to so many and to . 1996 meeling was 10 recognise

conlemporanﬁ. .
Acknowledging Qabbani’s un-

b N o) - il
Qabbani at Al-Abram offices in Cairo,1960s

that artists, Wwrilers e1c con-
stitute a profession, atvpical
but 2 profession nonetheless,

-

Reconciling poetry and the people Of course s ittt
- N wrlicrl: y lump together such a motley
AL _ i . ; and, rather than pre-
= . el - gan 1o curse: “When will they poetry. on the one hand, and young students, house- crew ;
R . announce the death of the Ar-  wives, clerks. professionals and heads of state, on the :;:::::rgam cﬁ%‘*g;’"}“’
' abs?" He did not need o pew  other. I l“l;“ 1 Oms
poetic idiom 10 curse: he could He never paid attention 10 crincism. He broke away that rEe u:;i megt;nlghcsm
dish out the words from the Qab- from the conventional and traditional strucrures of Ar- fession ca mcryn ot “fr nmpdr::
bani lexicon, ome which had be-  abic poetrv without paying the Jeast attention 10 what tails of the exercise thereof
come hackneyed through over- a modemisi poet shouid aim to be or o related in- | 4 Se TF SIS TRIEO -
use, tellectual questions. He was heedless of the critical fession within sociery. In
a8 § . And this is why Nizar Qabbani  furor and controversy stirred up by the hooves of the fﬁgﬂ' l'h; artistic dcvre)';-
a little more humble, while at the same time cherish  struction. He was obsessed with =3 -0 - musl mot be read poem by wild horses he set free. He was accused of self- | oo~ vital for a hmuog:
the precions hours of life. women. Their shores were for poem. An imelligent reading of flagellation and male chauvinism, bul he never paid ous society.”

Nizar Qabbani is the only Arab poet in the latter him ports at which he ardved to a bumiliated, threat- Qabbani is a reading of his exceptional impact onthe any aneation to such charges becanse he trusted his The docs:.;mcnt went on o
half of this centwry to manage, ; his over- ened Amab land. The completion of his poetic journey language of Arabic poetry. Before him. Arabic poet- heart. He knew thar he had loved women, that he did sav that member states have
whelming presence, to ¢ffect a reconciliation between  coincided with the failure of another journey, the col- ry was formal and grand. He inserted it into the lan- oot use them for selfish purposes but, rather, made a duty to protect, defend and
poetry and “the people™. The real challenge a-poet lective joumey to 2 promised liberation of body and  guage of everyday, modern life, thus making pocry 2 something of them. No poet before him had ac- assist artists, It further called
faces is to reach as many people as possible. And sonl, one thar would leave the tribal desent behind in - common property. His poetry accompanied kitchen knowledged the right of women to express freely and upon them 10 “make arr: ange-
Qabbani was a man of consensus; a part of him will order to arrive at the city, bot which, instead, found it-  utensils and became a [luid expression of the normal,  directly the secreis and ideas inhabiung their minds ments by close coordination
remain in each of us and in fature generations. self back in the desert. The poet who had incited peo- the familiar and the simple in life. politics and sen- and bodies. He was not, however, a poet fer women of their policies relating 1o

Indeed, he was the poet most present in the col- pie to rebel screamed and, instezd of singing. be be- timenL The reconcilimion he effected was between  only: he was a poet for all. )

providing material and mora)

be the:-guest Bars, streets, sidewalks  |mliog i

I feel something of the absurdity of life. What is the lective heart of the Arabs. the

use of immortal poetry if the poet is mortal? When I man who wrote the most- - - -
heard the news of Qabbani's death I felt as though listened-10 poem, & poem that in-

there was an unconscious dialogue between him and  cited anger, Jove and respect for -

me, for I had just emerged from a coma W he bea_uqr.Qabbani'_swordsaren'-

passed away. Once. half-jokingly, I said to a friend, “1 resistbly echoed in ovr fist love = = ..» -
hope Nizar Qabbani does not die now, for I am not letters and memoiss... - .Mahmoud
ready to receive such news.” Now, as the news hits ~ He was obsessed with freedom ket :
us, there is nothing we can do except perhaps become  to the point of anarchy and de- Darwish

culture, education and em-
ployment among  other
things, to define a policy for

Bless&d
= 2 o 3

. Qabbani’ i those women. They flocked to the ci Each of us has his own . city streets, neonlit | Now the role of the sate
i Qasaid (ls?oe&;:sﬂy onine y for . ha?lnﬁ-om the suburbs and other ciu'g Nizar Qabbani: dis- nights, beautiful fabrics. ﬁ:s 10 bersl:ll;mhndg. EI;I_I:II'
P“.':_s It is a collection which is both a " ‘They ranged from teenagers to women covering Qabbani is a e and nightelubs. | Pecause °r ::imi ccentra -
;3;: “for poetry and a question about . in their late 50s, bt they al shared the lf_dqf the process of Q;abblam's lmk l:]s mose ::’:gfs o Lve

; C : » e : " e esc | X i

the nature of poetry. In this collection same excitement listening to Qabbani. ;:.lur.hfsg: mon:ﬂhﬁ cmf.xf;symm ” "5 | ciety has started taking re-

'
!
Py

- s wide open in selectn bbani once said thatr he would
:ies hmﬂcy “gﬁonsing‘nmc angli IQawriling political poerns and would ;}'h_r: D?'r(l:chu (ﬂiﬂzol?_ Abbas Isjf::lﬂ, he wrote poety fm:}lanll;:_{ mfg; ] gsnk':m{r:.
: through which to deal with this mater;- retum 10 amdng for wo : a Ert:;t“ of “You a:e Baidoun roweimlpoczﬂnyand con- A number of proposals

for Me™ inserted wus sidered one’s own. i is | Were comsidered during the
Paris meeting. One of them

right into the heart of light, free, fresh and [ one o
our youth. Without them we would not have  plavful. It is not modeled on any other poet- | Was 2 proposal for a form of
realized that youth has a language proper to 1y nor does il set imself up as a ~masculing™ | indirect government support,
itseif or thai adolescent longing and anxiery model of poetry. It is even a bit faminine, with laws stipulating, for ex-
have a place in writing. The writing of Nizar coquenish. confessional, mannered and ei- | @mple. that the contractor
Qabbani is of the same age as our youth, and  egami — aod always fraught with the col- | constructng a public build-
I suppose it will remain so for every new loguial and the daily: youns people. bars, | ing devotes 15 per cem of
generation. It is like a first dance. Rarely do  streets, sidewalks. staircases, the smell of | the budget lo mistic in-
we temember any of his poems as merely smoking. drinking and perfumes, passion 5"‘"“““5-.0 course there
poctry. They are more like a pant of days and restraini. are always arguments for and
gone by. Once remembered, they bring back  This is not a testimeny or evaluation of Ni- | 32ainst any kind of siaie in-
with them part of the self that is no longer. It zar Qabbani. His poetry is a message passed | lerference in the ans.
is thus no surprise that each of us has in his  from ope generation to'the next and the sing- | Y¢! another issue raised by
life a season of Nizar Qabbani. ing of an era. Together with Abdel-Halim | € meeting was that with
One cannot easily shelve Qabbani. He is  Hafiz, Abdel-Nasser and Um Kulthum, he js | globalisation “people are in-
not a book to be read then put away on a  a pillar of 2 whole culture which, in turn, is | cTeasingly looking ro market
shelf or discarded. The book of Qabbani's a pillar of an age. Whether his presence in | Products outside their bor-
poetry i not mere poetry. It is the book that  the life of each of us is explicit or hidden, he | ders.” But at what cost 10 lo-
vindicated the older gencration in its view of  is undoubiedly there, present in the personal | 3 cultures, asked the con-
the vounger as merely adolescent and im- and collective narrative of us all. Every Arab ference. This is an issue
mature, 1 is the book we read to come clos-  post knows that withour Nizar Qabbani his which I shall deal with in a
er 10 things other than poetry: Damascens poetry and the Arabic language would not | fumre column, ]
decorations, enclosed gardens with fountains.  have been where they are today. Mursi Saad El-Din

looking for =] ey .:  was glad to hear thar, and I waited, b
moﬁaw‘:mmd:uulhs ::omc pgeuy o ————————————— > 10 VEM. § 3m poi too fond of Qab-
skillfully distinguishing between what is L : ) , bani's political poems. They oscillate
rubble and what is essence. Reading the collection, one can-  betweea  destructive nihilism and uncomtrofled gener-
notbutappraciatehisbtﬂlianccinsclemnghlsmpm!us alisation — with very litic poetry in them. I have no doubt
a varied and wide selection, one in which the poet and the  that the bitieruess behind these pocms is genuine, from the
personae inhabiting and moving through his texts auempr to  heart, but politics, like anyihing clsc in poetry, must be

dersiand the meaning of Life. Man, in this collection, is  dealt with aesthetically. In poetry, we must not allow our-
un abstraction or a gencral category. a MSre means to 2 selves to fa]l victim to politics the way wednm_c_w:-qq;y
oo end, as would become the cass in some of his [life. The destruction cansed by the mmdless politicisation
of everything must not extend to art for art is our last ref-

later works. uge.
So what was Nizar Qabbani's impact on modemn Arabic
i poetry? Was he a schoal to be followed by younger poets?
: in the Arab world. Qabbani's main coucem Was Womén's I do not think so. Qabbanjsm is not a house big enough 10
o hlpbcration He began by first addressing wOMen 35 ¢-men,  accommodaic anyones other than Qabbani himself. And
i ) to a woman, and ended by adopting  when we celcbrate his memory, we celebrate the memory
. ic persona . . of a poet who is a fighter and a liberator, a friend and a fel-
a &m&pﬁcNhﬂ Qabbani was pever diat close to low travelier on a difficalt journey, the youmg man from
POt o that with women's isues, Perbaps in - Damescus who gave us the joy of the song and who ea-
gg“ﬁf:m?;ofmbicpomyumlbnmikabiaismq- tered our battles to emerge with pride. His house was built
ception. But those women to whom the poetry of Abi Rabin  sometimes with effort, sometimes with joy, sometimes with
el aro ey diflrent fom e soten Qubban a0 g, bt whether deing or e, b vy e pot

- . H re QUS WOoIDan N

i dresses. Qabban! was meaﬁf%ahw in Tanisia I 51;:: the guest.

excellence. In the city b
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Tears of sorrow, tears of joy

The mention of 193S reminds me Géorge Bahgory

of the first Palestinian war, but to-

night's event is not dedicated 10 attends the Golden

about the formalities, as I usually do
in our village. encouraged by my
brother. who has now abandoned

these sad memortes. It is about cel- Jubilee of Class of mefhe woman is weaving her way

ebrating the largest ever reunion of

the graduates of the American Uni- 48 at the American

versity in Cuairo: ithose who gradu-

ated Petween (918 and 1998 have University in Cairo

come here to anend the festivities
of the jubiles.

On this occasion. asier a separation
of 20 vears. T have been reunited
with my brother. who has retemed
from his voluntary exile in Penn-
svivania, where he teaches psychol-
agy. I stay with him adl day long. and
all night wa, w make up for the
twenty lost vears. He has insisted that
1 antend the celebrations with him.
We are tonether during the apen day
and I revel in the atmesphers filled
with jov and lavghrer, but [ refuse to
accompany him o the vala dinner
which will take place in 2 foadng
restaurant. on the Nile, this evening. 1
hate both formal dress and occasions.
1 bave no ticket. | am not wearing a
suit He rlents. then. at the last mun-
ute pufls me tow ards him. Impulsive-
Iy, T decide w follow him. 1 am
dressed like a Montmarntre wtist 2nd [

towards me. 1 had better leave in a
hurrv. I will say my geodbyes to-
morrow, at the ai Suddenly. 1
hear a clap of thunder, followed by
a bright kght. An angel in a silky
white dress has descended upon
me. I have come 10 save you.” she
tells me sofdy. "My name is Mana
Zali, and T have added a chair. no
6. at your brother’s table. Isn't your
brother the savamt from Penn-
sylvania? You will be sitting with
Dr Waflva El-Hassani, Dr Mijan
Behman. Dr Mohamed Annous, Dr
Ali Uthman. Dr Munira Sami and
Dr Harry Said. You know them. of
course””

The programine is underway, em-
ceed by Sophie Sarwat. The tears
have washed my eves clean. [ am in
a scientific museum. These people
are visiting the museum because it
is they who have created the ex-
hibits.

When [ sketch their features, 1
drown in their depths. [ sense every

am sull camving myv skewhbook. At BN dcaif of their lives. as if observing

the door. T sand next to him. waidny

1o be admitted (o0 paradize. Iis entrance is guarded by
a brigade of women — do they belong o Interpol? —
armed with lists and charts. Eveny black circle on the
chan represents a table. every table has mumbers sur-
rounding the dot.

The chairs ane numbered A wéman walks towards
me and examines me. Am [ a thiel who has entered
the castle by scaling up the pipes. or have [ come ona
smiall boat and boarded the ship like a pirate ? “When
did you praduate fom ALUC™ the woman asks sanc-
timoniously. T keep vomplately quiet. Do vou have a
reservation™ Sdll I do not answer her. She turns her
back on me and feaves. ] understand that 1 have been
ousted. [ see the room drobbing with colours. even
before [ hear the music: the flowers seem 1o be sing-
ing the rich pleasures of life. This celebration is like
the feasts in my village after the harvest. I am among
the luminaries of this world. who now inhabit differ-
ent lands. They have flown from evervwhere 1o be
here tonight and reminisce about their vouth. My
brother has aken his place among them,

All around [ hear exclamations. “How you have
aged... what white hair! The lines on the face. the
neck. the eyes and forehead! Where do they come
from?._.You are s0 bald. when did vou l[ose your
hair?" They are ali grandfathers and grandmothers
and some are accompanied by their grandchildren.
And I? I am lost. feeling all alone. like an aban-
doned child at a moulid. 1 burst into wears. My
brother has forgotten me. But I dry my eyes and
can now see the tears of joy in the guests™ eyes.
They are all doctors, several times over, respected
and admired by those who know them. What am I
doing here? I do not belong. I have no number. no
seat and no invitaton. T have come without caring,

Sufra Dagma

thern through the window of their
faces. I have renewed my art tonight. I engage in con-
versation and observe them. then sketch some more.

I draw what I see, and also what I dor't see, but
know. I lock at the faces around me, and I am en-
gulfed deeper and deeper in the lines, the shaddgws,
the colours. They are gathered In groups of ten. bath-
ing in the memories of the “4{0s, when they first met
and their future streiched out ahead of them. All of
them emigrated at one time or another. They have
visited the universities of the world and have come
today. carrying the difficult years on their backs, like
trees that have borne thousands of fruits and flowers.
They have gone to seed. and have become fragile.
cheir hair has fallen and their bald spots are showing.
Their spines bave curved and they move slowly.
Their steps are unsure. Their wrinkles are i
around the eyes. digging imo the sides of the noses,
furrowing the foreheads. They are wearing plasses.
having exhausted their eyes in sudies. Their legs are
weary from tunning through airports to catch their
planes. But their smiles are larger than ever before.
their mouths open in appreciation of a new joke. Wis-
dom has taken the place of their conscience, and they
now receive the joys of life from the pages of a book.
Their happiness stams from the sharing of their erudi-
tion. They are beacons for all the ships that venture
on the seas of knowledge. They are crying on this
special night, and I see their tears in every movement,
every trembling of the hand,

When Wafiya El-Hassani comes to the podium,
she utters only a few wonds: “I kept my identity
in America for the past fifty years. I refused to
carry an American passport. 1 have lived there,
but my heart has remained here. I have come 10
you Lo refill my batteries with your love.”

Zestacrmant vewiew

playgro a] ¥
dolis to linle boys. they would
the same reason, Later, they did

political surroundings. this fine 2 has come o
be known as diplomacy.

A gondmasm}'oflhemlﬁcamc_in_hal_uly
whenever women were looking for imweresting

simple skeiches 10 assist the dim-witted. The
egant, . was:’\. FTth :\l:ginempbasidb

coyly reserved, with a sl on
thefomgr}ormehm.arcurdingmmenm
of the interviewer ~ a2 mood 1o which one was
advised to be extremely sensitive. Furhenmore,
magazines — and mother —informed peo-
fessionnt women, it belped considesably when
one was very good @t what one was going w do,
if one planped to consolidarr onoe’s primary
gains. The formuala was o charm first, then. &
the appropriate time, hit one’s boss with one™s
vast intelligence and spirit of exterprise. thereby
becoming an invaluable asset in the work place,
never to be dispensed with. At this point. one
could do away with the dizzy-blonde act.

For a maiority of women. this script seemed
to work perfecdy. Besides, it was fum. After afl,
whar greater for 2 woman than ouwt-
witting the unfair sex? It gave them that electri.
fying je ne sais quoi that stems cnly from a feel.
ing of utter cantyol,

Undoubtedly, baby boys bad their owm men-
tors who instructed them in the pertinent icks

which they should have been fully capable of
gracefully warding off in the first place. Con-
trary to common belief, men ook po for an an-
swer — amnd still do — when the word was ut-
tered firmly. There were 2 few maniacs here
and there, of course, bur the law was expected
to do its duty and deal efficiently with those?

Otherwise, if and when any encroachment
upon good manners took place, i was usually
by mutual consent. The movies of the period
bear testimony to this state of affairs. After all,
many a Hollywood star staked her talent on
how convincingly she wooed an employer, then
craftily directed him towards the alar, to be-
come his loving wife and live happily ever af-
ter.

Clever women of my generation reached ot
and got what they wanted. They may have
placed their bets on their appesrance, or their
esprit, but when they endured, it was generally
because they had more o display than jusi a
well-tumed leg or a gift for clever repartee,

Fayza Hassan

Fried chicken
fingers

Ingredients:

1 ke. chicken fillets

1 large onion (grated)

2 eggs (whole)

1 cup breadcrumbs

1 bunch parsley leaves (finely
opped

1 tsp. crushed garfic

l?rem chili pepper (fmely
chopped)

Frying oil )

Salt + pepper + allspice

Method:

Wash the chicken fillets, dry
them and mince them In an
electric chopper. Mix them
with the onion. one egg. par-
sley. garlic, soy sauce. Spices.
cllfiyli s:dpﬁrand half a cup of
breadcrumbs. Hand blend them
well untif you make a coo-
sistent blend. Form into fin-
gers, Beat the other egg with 2
dash of milk. Dip the chicken
fingers in 10 coat them well,
then roll them imo the re-
maining breadcrumbs. Heat the
oil well. Deep fry the chicken
fingers until golden. Remove
them onto paper kitchen tow-
als. Serve hot with sauided veg-
etables. a rich green salad and
any kind of pasta.

Moushira
Abdel-Malek

Tales of the unexpected

Maggie Baigent eats out with the wannabes

“Expect the unexpected at Ciro’s Pizza Pom-
odoro™, proclaims the menw. I'm not sure what
Ciro had in mind. but we certainly were un-
expectedly and pleasantly surprised by the com-
bination of quality and style we found there.

The two main influences on the decor seem to
be that archetypal but elusive Italian restaurant
{red and white checked tablecloths) and the Hol-
lywood dream. On the photo-lined walls, the fac-
&5 of the rich and famous vie for space with those
—- Pizza Pomodoro ? — who merely
wannabe, while the ladies loo exhibits the down-
side of fame, with LA incident reports involving
Hugh Grant and Janis Joplin, among others.
With a magnificent Nile view and a stage set up
for a live DJ/band, there is serious scope for hav-
ing fun, and by 11.00pm the place was full of
shiny happy people doing justthat. )

Given all this, one might expect serious eating
to take second place. But we were very pleas-
anly surprised. ot only by the anentive service
— not always de rigeur in designer restaurants
— but more importanty by the fresh ingredients
and the careful cooking and presentation.

The menu is simple: starters, salafs, pasta and
pim.plusnfew meat dishes and desserts. The
starters are mainly bread-based and would make
a good snack in themselves. We chose Cheese
Bread and Ciro"s Tomato Bread. They turned out
to be pizza bases with generous toppings, the fo-
mato bread particulurly good, with a well-
blanded conked tomuto sauce., sm:_mgly Tlavoured
with gardic and basil. The Garlic Mushrooms
were chopped button mushrooms in a bubbling
bot, creamy garlicky sauce —as they should be,
but aren"t always in this imperfect world,

Onmmt'.maincomscs.'l'hﬁehadmbeaxlm

one pizza. so Jo opted for a Royale, Marilyn
Monroe's favourite. A nice touch this — in a
menu otherwise expressed in refreshingly no-
gimmick fanguage, each pizza is [abelled with iis
most famous fan, 50 you can choose your pizza
according 10 your favourite star. I thought the
pizza base became a littls sozey with the added
mgredients but Jo was well satisfied. Fiona's la-
sagne was cheesy and light and not very meaty,
which could be a plus or a drawback, depending
on how you like your lasagne, and the green sal-
ad was a perfect complement: crispy iceberg let-
e and a not-loo-vinagery vinaigrene. My Pol-
io Napoletana was the least impressive of the
three: it remained true to iis description (chunks
of chicken breast with fresh broceoli in a eream
sauce) and was perfectly acceptable but a little
bland.l'l‘herz ::sﬁnn time for dessert; the band
was playing (really rather well, with competent
versions of “70s and "80s dancing faves, and a
good line in reggae and salsa) and it was time 1o
dance,

Our final unexpected pleasure was the very
reasonable bill. Prices go from LE4 to about
LEA0 over the menu. and drinking toe is afford-
able if you stick to beer, with a very fair offer of
one free drink for every Lowenbran ordered. Qur
bill was LE184 plus taxes for the threc of us.
Pretry zood for serious food and serious fun. Go
carly to concentrate ob the former and later (after
10.30) for the fatter, bt do book in advance; Piz-
:la Pomodoro is, not unexpectedly, seriously pop-

ar.

Ciro’s Pizza Pomodoro, Nile Cﬂm:'ché. opposite
the World Trade Centre. Tel 5796512
{Andrew Steele is on holidav)

Al-Ahram Weekiy

Crosseord

By Samia Abdennhour

ACROSS

1. Drudge:; victuals (4)

5. Cleaning necessities (5)

t‘130 Request onc”s presence;, bid
)

13. Belief confidence (5)

14, Incus; iron block for forg-

ing metals5)

15, Fr. abb, for “company™ (3)

16. Tiara, jumbled 13)

17. Impecunious (5)

18. Stately shads tree {3,

l_?. Sits in on; goes along with
17}

21_Ceaseless (7Y

23. Impute; Jond; custody (6)
24, Enormausly (6)

25, Indian princess (3)

27. . days: pmodﬂ' of youthful
i i {.

inexpernience
30. Elecic unit, abb. (3)

37. Artist’s work, collectively (5)
39. Suffix for “small”, “fermale™
or “imitation™ (4)

40. Wild ass (6)

421 _. ladouce (4)

44. Snaky letter (3)

45. Mother-of-peari (5)

46. Algaroba tree (5)

47. Last segment of crustacean's
abdomen {6)

49, Bewitch; beguile (6)

3¢. Soft woolen scarf with col-
hourﬂﬂ. minuiely detailed Fgures

56. Bedecked: clothed (7)
57. Burro (3)

J8. Paradox; derision (5)
60. Buy and sell (5)

61. Be recumbent (3)

62. Birds of prey (5)

S a3
N LN
T e

u 63. Semi-aguitic FAsheating ¢ 2 Knuw. ledneatie: .

Eﬁﬁmm of pity or con- mmlm - 95.)Quming(7) 3&5:@1!(9) e =

) _ - Young son 10_ Introduce y i

34.E Afticansoldier(6) _ ~  65. Weather directions {5) Broups o 2 compontd 9 icﬁ'){m E’;L‘f;m cock-

3s. Mus(l‘rtx:: living in the Phi- ﬁﬁmnpl (4;:sed forbreadand fod- 1. Pit for swrine prains, green  africe and chimera i)

lippines d) _ P feeds, et (4) 38. Be off the mark (@)

SE0S GECGE REND ; fng

kel pom e e

RERUSEERgITEELY . Oven oo witin coisers, 13.Fed b AmofCan'e) ()

IS VIEIHIE] poEErTone]  2Lasos) 2 Asuagetirst () i:f‘%mf“’fs‘;"’g e
T
jabi folk traditions with Western  26. Nt Auto Assoc. (3) siqﬁﬁ!?wmsj
g’g‘rm& ' 28. Craft and skill (4) 53. Reed: jumbled i4)

6. em(3) 29. Kicks and bucket (4) 54. Grave clothes (4}
7. Boulevard (6) e oo Egyprian deiry epre. 33.A continen Pleartal
Last week's solution $. Vagrant mongrel, hyph. wds. 31. Feminine name {4) 59. B::;ES) “

i
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Undcrﬂ:eauspiosofﬂ)egovmofcai.
0, Abdel-Rehim . Shehata, the UUNDP-

sponsored Sustainable Development Pro-

gramme recently celebrated Earth

1998 incoﬂabomﬁonﬁthﬂ:eﬁimd??f :

the Environment and Development As-

Development and the ex-

Fatimid Cairo,
financed by a million-dollar grant from the
Italian government. The smdy was com-
pleted, and the report sobmutted to the
president of the republic. The government
then took over the task of project imple~

The governor's statement, read by his
deputy, Ahmed Sgltan, discussed the pro-
jectfo:ltherestorationandde t pf
Patimid Cairo as necessarily comprising
cavironmental, social, civilisational and

. economic dimensions.- A commitiee was-
composed of the ‘Antiquities Department, -- -
the Ministry 'of . Awgaf,..the;, Populaton. .

: goods 1 replenish stocks in the shops will’

Ministry, the Govemnorate of Cairo, -and
the Agency for the Development of Fa-.
timid Cairo and began to the im-
plementation of the plan for the develop-
ment of Fatimid Cairo. Their aim is to
exploit this historical treasure ss a viable
economic project within the framework of
sustainable development. :

According to the governor, despite the
enormons efforts being made, there are

gaps in organisation, the distribution of -

roles and the arrangemeat of priorities for
project implementation. Things should be
moving faster, in order to counter short-
comings and gaps and to act effectively
and withoet coastraints in developing his-
Gaballa A Gaballa, the secretary-general
of the Sopreme Council for Antiquities,
noted that Fatimid Cairo accommodates
numerous Islamic archaeological monu-
g:m. rang;lx;gas'ﬁ-om schooel;. mgsques,
*anic scl palaces, etc... Fatimid
Cairo is a beacon of Islamic colnere and
leaming. he said: the site of Al-Azhar
Mosque and of Al-Mn’izz Street, on which
no less than 27 Islamic monuments still
stand to this day.

Getting h

" ammal canying a load of firewaed or

- and enhance human commmnities. He de-

~There are 630 shops, 30 per cent of which

" motornists

- ter network,

Islamic Cairo as an opén museum: mendea may ndt_
appeal to everyone. The city, after all, is a fiving entity; -
stnpp?ed of its vendors and workshops, its bright lights and -
bustiing population, it may resemble nothing more than a:

ghost-town, with thoughtful dashes of local colour.
Mahmoud Bakr reviews plansin-the offing

be said. When the Fatimids built their
city, it was strictly forbidden 1o drve an

straw or to drive a horse down Al-My'izz

ongoing. Preliminary v

underway for the restoration of the re-
maing momanes, so that they may be
used again without exposing them to dam-
ape. A monument in itself has Little valos,
Geballa remarkad, unless it can be used
for some purpose. A symbiotic relation
seems 1o exist between bumans and an-
Oquities: monuments cannot be restored
and majntained at the expense of people,
bat are valmable insofar 25 they suostain

seribed them as “pull a2reas™, with a strong -

Amt‘l):fn&em engmgrﬂtﬁchel Fouad,
director project development
of Fatimid Cairo, the area contains a stag-
gering total of 313 ancient monaments,

y or functionally at odds
with t!:q;ﬂym I!;_’lm:umd id Cairo
covers square kilometres, and
accommodates a population of 310,000 —
S rom 400000 mhabitants, &0 in-

pﬂp\llﬂ!ﬂllls ganmg
to move out of the heart of the old eity.

In his plan for the development of Fa-
timid Cairo, Fonad has earmarked six ar-
eas wliich are 10 become parking lots for
ists going to Al-Mu'izz Streer The
Foe arte. Tramsponation troagh e Y

area.
torcal street will be hbalted between
10.002nz and 10.00pm, curiig which time,
only light vehicles - camrying

be permitted to pass. The region between
Bab Al-Fotuh and Bab Zuweila will be
transformed into an musenm.
Fouad's list of priorities inclhudes the im-
provement of the sewage system, the wa-
garbage i traffic, the
paving of Al-Mu'izz Street, the planting
of trees, and the devel of the arcas
of Qalawvn, ‘Al-Darb Al-Abmar and

years,

Hon_ Fonding will be provided from a my-
fiad of sonrces: governmem, privare in-
vesument, non-| organisations
and intemadonal agencies, all of which
are closely cpllabomting with the tech-

nical secretariat and the Agency for the’ -

chaired by Mrs Mubarak, an executive
committee amd a fund-raising committee
to exercise its mandate at both the do-
mestic and the international levels.

"Mysnnhasnotbemaocepmda:anyofth:mé- .

me specialised schools. Have sompe mercy.”
Khaled Thrshim's voice is growing increasingty
strained. His 8-year-old son, Mohamed, is deaf
and mentally retarded, Becanse be has a dual dis-
ahﬂity,Mohamedwasdemedaplaoembothspe-
ialised

those for mentally handicapped. d:_ildnm. “No
school in Egypt takes children with multiple
handicaps. I honestly don'z know what to do with
my son,” Ibrahim says. He could place Mohamed

inap:ivamcentm.bunha:wouldcnstLESSOa-

glmydoesnotuwedl_m.
EMEmeofthecQﬂdmndiscmedua

one-day workshop organised the non-
governmental  Association for Health and En-

organisation Support,
tion nd Training for Integration (SETI).

Theyo&shop.hcldoﬂnAngtwmﬂ” -

educational rights and needs of the disabled.
According to Dr Alaa Shukraliah, chairman of
AHED, the workshop was designed y ©
help the disabled and sheir famlies form a task
farce through which they could express
mands digectly. Such a task force will allow them
10 indepandszmmwell-mcmmgm-_
paignersmdNGOS.Themlequ-ShﬂE'
muahadded’wastobrmg'ﬂlﬂdlﬂbledﬂdmﬂr
families together with officials and NGOs, and to

give the parfies a chance to discuss problems.and

possible solutions together in a fricadly at-~

mosphere. to the most conscrvative fignres re-

According -

ney for Mobilisation _
leased by the Central Agency Fom: of " o
. . “Thess children bave capabilitics. They are en-
" gtled 16 edocation and rehabilitation,” Zuweila

and Staristics, there are over two 1 .
disability in Egypt. 1n another scnimar beid =sier
ﬁsyw.ﬂmmmts@aYl_ . dis_
showed that there are as many as six million
lein E C . .
ab'lltﬁpﬁzlj’amy o?gl!;ﬁblﬂd individuals in Egypt

are children between hfan:yandl-“}'ﬂfs‘fa&e- '

govemment schools for the deaf and

“introduced by

- of a child suffering from the handicap in question,

their de- .

in schools. Although there are a total of 227 spe-

cialised government schools for the disabled in

Egyp:.meypm\ridefm'wenmdﬂrmpuo:mof

their educational needs — some studies actaally
D Goviout, clsabiy 1 . major probiem i

. is & major in

" Shokrallsh. noted. “Education, however,

is the most i for the disabled.

aggravating
- The educerional facilities provided far that sector
" of society are

inadequate. That is why we dedicat-
ed this workshop, which should be the first in a

lomg series tackimg issues of disability, to educa-

fion."
The workshop was based on'smdies of the ed-

" ucational needs of children with a variery of phys-

ical and mental disabifities. Each disability was
a social researcher and the parents

Yet their needs
mainly on the rype of disability- afflicting’ their
children. Multiple handicaps were 10p of the

Family puuupanbt;belonged o different social

.. workshop's agenda. There are no statistics on or

centres catering 1o those who have more thap one
“The multi-bandicapped are those who suffer
most,” said Dr Mobhamed Zuweila, a pee
diatrician, activist and the father of =n eight-year-
old boy who has a combined motor and hearin

. dissbility. “They are not accounted for in the ¢

children having only one type of disability.”
With no other ovtet for his epergy. Zuweila's

son has tumed to-drawing. Hic paintings are

astounding encapselations of energy, crymmg to be

gaid. “All we are asking for is one class for chil-
iole handi M the -
schools,” ad_dediigl:modﬁrofachﬂd with two

disabilities. * - - )
‘The ‘officials attending the workshop, most of

: . e Ed ol
wEr-e VT -

elp to help themselves

them from the mintstries of education and social
affairs, conceded thit multd-handicapped children
are weated onfairly. They told the parems, how-
ever, that the government has recenitly begun to
take them imto consideration and will provide
them with fal schools once money Is avail-
able. A case 1n point, they added, was the fact that
the government recenty nuollified a law which de-

ied the multi-handicapped the right to receive ed-
veation.

“The problem cannot be solved overnighr,” said
Mohamed Mohieddin, director of the department
of education for the deaf at the Ministry of Educa-
don. ~Special schools for the muit i
mean ot only oew buildings, but also well-
trained teachers ang pew s

Cne of the most controversial issues raised
throughout the workshop was the trend, currently
gaining popularity worldwide, to enrol disabled
children in the same schools, and sometimes the
same classes, as other students. The guiding con-
cepl is the, early integration of disabled children
into society. In some industrialised countries,
trained assistants were assigmed to help disabled
stadenis caich up with their colleagues in the same
class. Social researchers suggesied that the ap-
plication of this idea in Egypt would probably
save a lot of money, time and effort, that would be
wasted otherwise on building special schools.

Advocates of the integration approach intro-
doced cases where early imegration was ben-
eficial for the mentally- and physically-
challenged. They pointed out that the isolation of
disabled children not only affects them psycho-
logically but also enables society to disregard
th:li:lneedsme. 1-Hag, educational

a -Hag, an ti psychologist,
presenied eight soccessful cases of menmlly-
challenged children placed in “normal” classes.

Asmaa is one such case. Although mentally-
Shiier b sy
ond year in p school. is well in
mathematics, dictation and reading. “Before join-
ing school, Asmaa was in rather a bad state. Now

Parents of disabled students expressed their discontent with

she is closer to normal, which shows that the IQ
can change acconding 10 one’s environment,” Ab-
del-Han said.

“The government should pot deprive our chil-

- dren of a chance to receive education with or-

dinary children. My son was not accepted in pub-
fic schools when he was voung because be is deaf.
They thought he was retarded. He was finally ac-
cepted-at a privawe school and, thanks to his in-
tegration with normal children. he is now in col-
lege."” recounted one parenl.

Bu are staie-nm schools prepared 10 deal with
disabled children, when the sysiem is overtaxed
by the 66-odd snxdents enrolled in each class? Are
there eocugh well-trained leachers to deal with
disabled students?

“Parcnts complain that the 1eachers who work jo
the field of disabilny an: mostly incompesent,”
said Iglal Shenouda, a speech therapist who works
in SETI's care and rehabilitation department. Eve-
1y vear, the government admits 200 1o 300 grady-
ates of the faculiies of education to a ore-year
training course to qualify them for specjal educa-
tion. Bur. Shenouda stated, only ten per cent of
that number actually attend 1he course.

Hala Mahfouz, the presenter of a Specialised TV
programme for the deal and mute, agreed. She ax-
plzined that the majority of the praduates of Al-
Amal Specialised School for the-Deaf can hardly
read or wrile — a clear indication that the stan-
dards of specialised educationalists are declining,

Mohieddin concedzd that many teachers do aot
take the minisry's special courses because they
obtain more lucrative conracts 1o work in the
Gulf, To combat this phenomenon, however, the
ministry has recently made plans to send a number
of weachers abroad for special education training
every year, 45 3 possible incentive for 1eachers to
specialise in the field.

Training weachers, however, will not be suf-
ficient unless the syliabus is changed or adapted to

Edited by Pascale Ghazaleh

educational facilities in an unprecedented confrontation with officials.
Gihan Shahine wonders whether this could herald the formation of
a national task force for the mentally- and physically-challenged

different disabilities, Shenouda pointed ont. Chil-
dren who have motor problems, for example,
should not be given long essays 1o write or prac-
tical tests in chemisury.

“Education should focns on eaching the dis-
abled how 10 live independently.” said Nawal
Shehata, a psychologist at the public rehabilitation
depariment of the Ministry of Social Affairs. “We
shouid not be happy if a retarded child adds two
numbers comrectly. We should focus on whether
the child can use that concept in every day life.”

One of the achievements of which the govern-
ment is prondest is the experimental day-care cen-
tre for deaf children in Helwan. Parents expressed
their pratitude for the effor durmng the workshop,
but also called for more nurseries all over the
country which would also serve other types of dis-
abilides.

Al the end of the eipht-hour workshop, of-
ficials expressed readiness 1o work topether with
NGOs and the families of the disabled in meet-
ing their educational needs. Mohieddin said the
ministry welcomed the idez of placing disabled
children in normal schools, and was taking steps
to implement it in Egypt According to him,
items on the minisiry's agenda include adapting
the syllabus, establishing pre-school day-care
ceptres for the disabled, furnishing specialised
schools for the physically-challenged with
ramps and other facilities w improve access-
ibility, rendering the examination system more
flexible, and improving 1Q (ests conducted in
public schools. :

Maney, however, is an obstacie. But, as Shuk-
ralizh noted, the workshop is one step foroand on
along road.

Pl et b g o
the it o ime-
light.” he said. “More | tly, they should
follow up on progress with officials, and, knowing
the government cannot do everything alone, find
out if other entities can help. The families of tha
disabled should start forming a task force. It is
only here that we ¢an stare”

vy
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Away
from it all

THE HIGHWAY from Giza o the farthest
oasis of the Western Desert, Farafra, leads
via 6 October City and Bahriyn Qases. But
short of the destination. 50 Lilometres
from Qasr Al-Farafra, writes Salwa
Al-Apani, we suddenly found ourselves in
a desert like no other. Its sand appeared w0
bave the consistency of finely ground

il

castor sugar. or even 3 sea of Aoar., T _
This is the “White Desert™ and against . . i
this bleached and shimmering Jandscape. > rf .
limestone formations appear, a motley - i
series of strange. scolprured figures. o B
fashioned by wind and time into absmact il "
forms of remarkable beauty, animals and RN
even plants. ) o
A guide book for investment in the New A .
Valley Governorate. suggests the ) I
establishment of camping sites in this area ; .
after a well. only four kilometres away. o
supplies the region with potable water. )
Imagine camping in an open-air gallery R
where. over a 25-kilometre stretch of the L e
desert. sculpture is on display, each a work - e
of art. its label lying within the personal Lo
scope and vision of each individual Ll B :
Site
Buses '
I
Soper Jer, East Deha m3l Wes
R
Scuper Jet
- . . ) : hats T : -AE ° Super Jet stations nmaa
Stele with offering by Ptolemy V', carving of a reptile, limestoune statne of a woman, marble busts, and a decorative glass plaque of a satyr behind a woman with a crown holding a bunch of grapes are among the mm-ﬂl Crro A i
Ptolemaic objects on display- Attheeenu'eisampestryqfvictory(aﬂerChaﬂsLemeBdwkmemmphufﬁuFathﬁdwrknaadﬁp,amhnndghshyp . T ;;vadw#mm & -
' . Among the special events to mark the 200th an- 77266
) niversary of Egypfian-French cultural relations, ex-  Crire-Alunda —
r' I I rl n hibitions will be held in France devoted to the Islam- B Yo 1w, foun Tabire.
' ic and Plolemaic periods. Nevine El-Aref reports e o oo L
- - - ] t
. - . . % from the auport LE24$
An exhibition of Fatumid objects dating from the ble stands, tombstoges, linen clothing, votive in- hibition, said that other ob- - Z3=; Wwho is also in charge of all Egyptian exhibitions ool LE30 thereafier.
10th to 12th centuries JinParisonZ'.' Aprl,  scriptions, rock crystal lamps, water jug filters and jects are being lemt by the at museums zbroad, said that among the exhibits A VIP] -..i’i?m access ieaves
followed on 6 May by an exhibition of Prolemaic golden dirars bearing the names of the Fatimid ca- British Museum in London, are three limestone heads and a red granite bast M‘Mmmlumm
treasures. from Alexander the Great to Cleopatra. liphs. the Brooklyn, Cleveland, of Alexander the Gnm. two heads of Prolemy 1832 cachway.
These two openings follow bard on the heels of the  “Europe is familiar with Pharonic antiquities, but Metropolitan and other mu- IV and VI respectively, “zs well 25 a head of - .
reopening of the Epyptian section of the Louvre this is an opportuxity to reveal the wealth of materi- seums in the US, and “also Queen Arsinoe, and 2 collection of sm:l"l poly-  Caim-MariaMawuh pom -
with special halls devoted to Pharaonic, Graeco- al from Egypt’s later historical periods.” said Ga- museums in Ialy such as the > 3 chrome wood statpes and dancing dwarfs™. ms‘!'“mm‘“m“m
Roman and Coptic objects which, according to all  balla. The event is hosted by the Paris-based Amb  Aschaeological Museam of Abmed Abdel-Fatah, director of the Gracco-  Sooae Tickess LE3S
reports. is holding Paris spellbound. World Institute (Institat du Monde Arabe). Naples and the Vatican Mu- Roman Museum in Alexandria, added to the  Cawo-Sidi oum
According to Gaballa A Gaballa, secretary- The second exhibition, The Glory of Alexandria, seam.” The wealth of objects Bist: “Among the pieces selected for -exhibition S:d'f'!mr hs‘m
general of the Supreme Council of Antiquities will run through 26 July and will include 300 from' the Ptolemaic period . in France are six bronze statues of delties, Aph- ‘ﬁ’“'w-.-.
(SCA). the first exhibision, emtitled The Fatimids: works. “This period is not very well known to the that have been distnbated rodite and, Mendor. 2mong them.srsmmples Al &1 ‘hour from 6amn
Eascination of the Orient, has been designed to general public,” said Gabaila, “but it was a hrlliant around the world can be seen mosaic glass, and six objects thar have been sal- wmm&-.m-zﬂmu
present “a peak of Arb culture in the Near East period, when schools of philosugy md poetry from the fact that objects are erwater, including two sphinxes, Suw.'ﬁ:hhmms pbr ity
whose influence extended as far as Central Asin and flourished m Alexandria, and the Musecum also being lent by muscums thetorsqofahng_.ﬁlebustofalady,paﬂof-. )
in.” . and Library became a centre of culture for the in Germany, Austma, Belgium the obelisk of Seti I, and four huge inscribed  AlexandriaPor Seid
Some 230 objects are on display. covering various whole of the Mediterranean world, displacing Atb- and Deamark. ! limestone blocks.” . Service 6.45am, from Rxmich
aspects of this brilliant civilisation, including art enms.” “On the fringe of the ex- ‘FiNEETEN - Egypt has long been mying to promote Alex- _ssg;mmmmm?m
and architecrure as well as artifacts from everyday  An official of the French Embassy in Cairo con-  hibition, the Petit Palaic Mu- -SRI andria as a travel destination, bot the Med-. w_”q’“"“‘*“'
life. Exhibits have been assembled from a number firmed that Prolemaic art is not well knowe in seum will host 2 photography ~ . i iterranean city has bitherto missed ont on the . -
of sources: 83 objects from the Islamic Museum in  France, but mentioned that excavations currently be-  exhibition entitled Alexandria, showing enthusiasm visitors bave shown for Egypt's other i ¥
Cairo and the balance from various internmtional ing carried et by Jean-Yves Empercur offshore at more than 50 con shots of Alexandria by atwactions. These exhibitions are :xgecwq to do  Servives 8umznd 2pm, from Fabrir, - -
sources, among them the Victoria and Albert Mu-  Qaitbey. on the site of the once famous Lighthouse, Carlos Freire,” said Gerez. “These photos show that much to focus artention on periods of Egyptian his- M@-":}:ﬂ?’- s
seurn in London and the Metropolitan in New York. “are raising a keen interest the public.” Alexandria and its inhabitants make up a large city tory other than Pharaouic. . . mﬂ“‘mﬂ Span. Y
The objects from the Islamic Museum include fine ~ More than 100 pieces have been selected from the where, at any street corner, at every glance, you can Gaballa emphasised that the s are being dis-  both cach way.
woodwork mirabs (where the imam would stand to  Egyptian Museum in Cairo, the Graeco-Roman Mu-  discover the archaeological strata accumulated over Em:hed to France in accordance with SCA regu- .
give his Friday sermon), jewellery boxes inlaid with seum in Alexandria and the Archaeological Museum  the centuries.” _ . tions regarding the exhibition of rare and Fagile u —
ivory and red wood. bronze statues, bexagonal mar- in Tanta. Charlotte Gerez, press officer for the ex-  Mohamed Saleh, director of the Cairo Museum, antiquities abroad. ) . mmmn Rarmieh Square,
- . - . . 230pm. Tackets LEGO cach way.
D' The ancient town of Bakchias, in QmSemBh
- = Service 1Ipm, .
Yo7 /2 1=11 727 l l n u Fayoum, was the scene of excavation Almaza Shiarm B, Shelkh
- g g : _ and discovery towards the end of last 1tpm. Tickets LESO each way.
EvpTIR ) year. Work will continue when the 1998  Trains
. archaeological “season” begins in N— .
e ki 0fics | 23 fyUIMIPEr years et s
j H y . Statioa. Tel. !41 or 5753555
2450270-2450260 _ : Pt et o with
A joiﬂt it by ; £ E o NS house m the
Departure and arrival only (24 Hours daily) ity Bolo"'xp"d'gm o 2 : e e e T o Lusormd Aswan
Airpori Lecce  uvaiversities (7, £ mound, 2 beautiful /40P 253 Jpm (eacking Luxor #
as been digging in ¥ ildi ith walls "
2441460-2452244 P Kom Umm ELAd i building il palls i Joam) Titam Lo 20
Movenbick a (P) noctieast of the vided into five com-  Egyptiant, to Aswam LESO0 for
2911830-4183720 ~ since 1993, but | TLicuing Toomis” S e e oo
Heliopolis ﬁ tl"’al:a: ided a large quan- Py} g g 11 g
' umper year. Fapym ‘tity of pottery and B
2908453-2904528 YRAM[S A discoversd in the g objects, including mmfhfxm" -
C ruins, cast light on the handle of a sis- mﬁudmimwh
Abbassia BSMMSRETRREE | such inviguing mat- g tum  made of dasLER
ters as crop bronze, amulets and . _
830888-2823271 Deal of the week!! ] | siek set to the sn- wbig black pilgrin Sy e
Nasr City 3 ent cex- k showing eroi~  VIPuain: Service Bam Ticker R
274187 1.2748499 . SHARIIZE = ;a;:.- :;nfofo:bﬁ s e s:oe;]es_in relief ::fﬁzm.mm-?h
: E of a sandstone stat ; ;?lc mam:lwdates- o mw,Sp:’:d"lmeﬁmeh
—— . ve of the crocadile- back to the eadly  LEZ:sccondchslED.
——{| found, as well TSR OG- Services howly from Gam o 10.367xe,
. = R R as asa Tickens fiist cless LE20: second clids
2741953-2746336 LE 70 gme are three of m:im gze o oy g P
NILE CRUISES . voted o Services 6.20am and £ 45atn.
ﬂ!!h!ﬂ 1E 150 s11.115»:1:‘::‘“ wI:I:i,t’:hﬂ':: mis of the urban_ layout  Tickets fost class LEAS: second
2039072/4-2039071 — the  direction ““duof e e ey of the ancient city,”  closs
— = ARO o Paola Davoli who is Rounding off the season at Kom Umm Fl-Ad P of & Egyptair -
- resuming next season. variety of archaeological conditigus, fourth There are betweesi twoand five <
Rates per person per mijht Kom Umm El-Atf lics near the famouns Bakehias was plundeyed by :e?fkhm. stanedsteoaﬁng w:mumnd::gm apea and domestic figins %&ﬁm -
Adi Breukius! ‘“"é“d‘-"-‘ Fayoum site of Kom Ushim where 2 peasant farmers who demolish ancienr Our aim is to study the relamzmn buwmmh m:r%u Tnm?.p :
3900999-3902444 Crunes Full Boand small museum is located, Excavations town sites — valuable for their organic the temple and the ancient town, to pro- :
BOOK NOW!: have fs"eele_d ﬂ::dlt tl?eas the site ofe an- - material — for use as fertilizer in their tect the frail mud-brick buildings and to =~ SM-AS¥ER .
0 : ~ _ cient Bakchias and the mgin temple in  fields. The walls of hundreds of build- acquire more precise kno F L . o o
f 3914501 -3900999 . 7 mghts at the pﬂce of 5 \ ﬂ]E ar?a-wasdedm 1o Sobek. ings on the sonthem of the mound mm_eﬂ[.” Davoli _Wbdst"- of ﬂlﬂ w"‘sﬁ'.m
4nighs atthe priceof 3 { Original search ip the a2 Was  have been completely levelled, but walls _ Despite the long Roman occupation of
T t Hart i i concentrated on papyrus, for the sake three to four metres high remain in the Egypt it is swrprising how few remajns = Sclaxy -
932836 Z|| Prcesvaliduntl |l of the papyrus fself,” said Prof. Ser-  nortbem mound. In any case, excava.  there are, apart from the old Roman for. TS LEISS ur Egyss
3930381-3 E 1571998 o Pernigo of Bologno Unfversiy.  tons have brougi the fouadations of - ress of Babylon. I i ove ling to boast  raamyeig ™ P
Hiiton N . records s considered in g wAder com ~One of o Gt discoveries was ina  Hke mert oo ped ol objects, .
Fuor reservations . our discoveries was in a
5759806—5747322 Pyrunuisa Hutef Curo IEXt, we aré now looking for usban de-  small sqoare ares, part of which was a 5
60 Giza Sereet - Dohki V"l"Pm, o . house of typical urban architecture in
Sheraton Tel: 336079 1/2/6/8 mnca}ly excavating anclent Fayoum,” sxid mission member Mario
&30 Fax: 1361936 B a site untouched since it was  Capasso. “Iz might have been the site of
3613278-3488 : first excavated : s :
rs BIed 3 century ago, IS &0 am-  a military gamison or even a puard
Zamalek bitious project. The remains of the an-  house. A big jur buxied in the ground
clem city extend over 50 acres and, in  conld have served to store grain for its
3472027-3475193 the words of scholars, it presents 2 wide | inhabitans. Then we discovered a big
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’; ' e - KR P " it's the 24th week of the league, and Ahli have Fashanu
» - _ consolidated the gap separating them from arch-rivals found dead
- SR E Zamalek. Abeer Anwar exercised her tape measure THE SEARCH ior the British
b : : . [ A N A R — soccer star who disappeared from
.: . o ) I':.;s hc;ﬁ Trlhc l“.e;'u.tf:rnhhllsE state n?!-:f
f Alexandria Stadium wes the scene of this week’s cracial match between Abli L T Teeas s, Tt oTTeE Maryland ufies being charped wi
BRI bt ok e v B sl sing s o g

d“’PPmSt“’Opﬁmfs_inla;S!weck‘sm:tcbgs.Bmlrdbadmnﬂﬁgoingmbe L T . fl Pl .
a0 easy prey, especially in front of a packed home erowd. - TR ey, ' B £

The game got off 10 2 quitk start, with both teams anacking stougly 2 :
whenever the opportunity arose. Ahli's Sayed Abdel-Hafesr got the tirst goal
in the 13th minute of the Frst balf, bt it wasn"tiong before Ittibad’s Akmed
El-Shazli replied with a goal for 1tihad afier 28 minutes, Trshim Hassan,
Ahhsstar:pmhlswnm'ssapondgualawayindES%Einnw.andlnihad's.
Mustafa Riyad hiad a near miss after 41 minmes. In extra time ¢ the end of the
first half, there was an incideos when referee Gamal E-Ghandowr disaljowed a
goal by Hossam Hassan for off-side, The Ahli players and fans exploded, -
screannng and shouting, but 10 no avail: they weren®t 10 get their third goal. - - §

In the second half, Iyibad ing they hod into attack, bt AR - 38
defended their lead successfully, and the match ended 2-1. Reiner Tsobel, .. . -
ﬁ;mmmm%qmm.wﬁcmkmﬂmmﬂd' with the team's

X got past the o Trudhad, § also think that Hossam

th:san‘;fﬂoal?sgzﬂdhawsmod.“ ’

eanwhile, Zamalck beat a weak Shams 4-1 af the Military Academy -
Smd:um.Zamalekmokadvanﬂgepfthch:kofbotbadefememﬂmLﬂcki
from the Shams ieam 10 Win despite the uns hot weather. This mnst .
have been the easfest match yet for Zamalek in their quest for the title, Sham's
Reda El-Fadawi scored his team’s only goal after 23 minntes of the first half, -
but Zarnalek got more than even: Osama Nabih and Abdel-Hamid Bassiount
took three goals for their team in the 201h, 37th and 39t mimwes of the first
half. In the second half, Shams seemed even more helpless, and Mohamed
Ramadan made jt four for Zamalek in the 39th minme. Commenting on the
match aferwards, Rund Kroll, Zamalek™s techmical manager, said, “It was a
one-sided match. The players did their best. They were fnll of enthusiasm for
the three points so they could keep up their advance on the tide.” - .

Also last week, Masti surprised everyone by beating Ismaili 1-0 in'front of
their home crowd at Port Said Stadium. The only goal was scored by Yasser
El-Shanawanj in.the 43rd minuwe of the first half, Ghae] El-Spez drew with
Mansoura 1-1. Ghazl El-Mahalia drew with Minya 2-2, Aswan drew with
Inthad Cihman 1-1 and Arab Contractors bear Suez 1-0. ' '

_ Sbamsplayersfallingf‘ot!.ama!eks attacks
gw Ahmed El-Ashry is our only real hope of victory at
: the Worki Wrestling Championship which is slated
! ‘ : for Calro in August, Eman Abdel-Moeti reports
’ - l -

Following the African Wrestling Cham

p events rimmphantly. Even onr newly formed na- points. Six of the medals were gold, won by Ash-

he was found hanged m an east
London garage. Justin Fashanu, 37,
had begn sel ta coach 4 new
minor-league soccer leam in the
town of Columbia. An orphan and a
natural gaal-scorer, he came to
fooiball relatively late. after failing
10 mike his mark a% a boxer. His
CArELT Was Cut short by a knee
injury which refused 1o heal. In
1990, he was the first gay British
soccer player to come ouL in an
inerview with The Sun newspaper.
An inquest into his death will be
opened shortly.

Speak
Francais?
ENGLAND star Graeme Le Saux is
working 1o ttach French to English
soccer fans who might attend the
World Cup this sumimner. Le Saux,
who comes from the Channel
Islands where French is spoken
dongside English. has taken part in
a short promotion film — produced
by the BBC — 1o encourage fans in
learn French. BBC ielevision will
be presenting French language
shows as the World Cup nears. The
BBC also launched a websiw on
= - Saturday that includes evervday
photo: Madhat Abdel-Meguid  soccer phrases.

and the Grand Prix which were held in Cairo dur- zional women™s team won second place on their raf El-Gharabli, Mchamed Abdel-Famah, Karam

ing the last ten days, the Egyptian national team
now faces fierce competition on the Aifrican level,
and they may no longer dominate the continent 23
they used to. - Co

Our Graeco-Roman and free-wrestling national

international debut. However, we came only third
omt of 13 African, Asian and Fanopean countries
in the Mostafa Jorehim Trophy, which reveals
several points of weakness.

Overall, Egypt won the 18th African Champion-

Gaber, Ali Abo Taleb, Ahmed Esmat and Hisham
Abdel-Moneim. Egypt also won feur silver and
six bronze medals. Sowth Africa came in second
place with [33 points and 11 medals: three gold,
five silver and three bronze. Algeria came in third

teams competed against ten African countries at  ship, comprised of the Graeco-Roman and free- place with 91 points and 7 medals: two gold,
the Cairo Stagjum indoor complex and won their wrestling events, taking 16 medals and 144 three silver and two bronze.
i : A ious siluation de-

veloped during the Grand
Prix in the Graeco-Roman
competition, a5 many Egyp-
i ers refosed 1o

O Processus de paix

NMMWJWM
- ' ) " ; dard was worthy of world

3GI5 e e e class  players. Om of 18
| Lastratlpisde Cadrei T ﬁ“‘m@; Eqvpt toot

ponen.. Botk men wutilised
clever tactics and their stan-

fowed by Rossia with 33

Wecile réconciliation: pomus.

-Dﬁ‘d&_ In the women's third Af-

rican _ Championship,
Egypt's national team sor-
prised even their coach Mo-
hamed El-Ashram as they
beat defending champions,
Moroceo, o take second
place after Tunisia The
girls said they were prownd
of their arhievement and
they appreciated their par-
enls”  encouragetoent and

O Nizar Qabbani -
Chantre de Liwowr et de la lLiberts,

Egypt's gold medals, are
now our best hope for some
serious silverware in the
World Championships to be
held in Egypt in Augnst

Edited by
Inas Mazhar
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We don't play with puzzles ...
... we solve them.

You can't read a book when it's close to you...
the right distance allows you to read.
You don't reach the complete solution following just one path
.... a broad vision helps you to decide.
At EGB, we have that vision , for all your business puzzles.
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Egyptian Gulf Bank
‘The shortest way
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Loula Zaglama: '

Barrie

Business is her fife. Sheis -
one of the top 50 women - °
enirepreneurs — worldwide

Thirry vears agn. the word “businesswoman™ .
was unfomiliar to Egyptian ears. Women doc- <.

for breakin

tors. lawyers and professors were fairly com- .7

mon — but aever businesswomen. Money and ¢
business were the exclusive province of men. &,
Thiny-seven vewrs ago. however. a young .
woman of 19 broke fnie this closed world. --
fighting against both gender stereotypes and the .7,
socialist regime’s determined opposition to the .
private sector. Loula Zaklama's twols for sur- - ;
vival were limited but powerful: a profound 7 j
inowledge of the advertising profession and the -
wili 1o leamn conswamdy. In this way. she carved
out her place. :

In 1998, afier vears of hard work, Zaklama
was recopnised by an intemational committes
of economic experts, supervised by Forfume -
mugazine. as gne of 50 leading women en- !
trepreneurs. In 1986, she was recognised by the
International Advertising Assoctation (LAA) as
one of the top ten individuals who have contrib-
uted 1o the profession. At a ceremony in Chi- =
engo, she was awarded a medat of menit o

No wonder. then. that Zaklama's clothes,
style. and way of alking and moving all give
the impression that she is a real business-
woman: energetc. dyvnamic and full of stamina.

Zuklama is the first Arab woman 1o hold the 53

of vice-president of the 1AA. a pioneer in j;
ﬁEgyptinn advertising business i the "60s.
and one of the first people to move into mar- =%
keting revearch and public relations in the "80s. &
Always a go-getter. she was even the first wom- "
an in her family 10 work and have a2 career.
“That was a big surprise to my family. They are
from Assiut, [ am an Upper Egvptian. and no
woman in my family ever worked before. My
family did not know any women wio warked”
she laughs. :

She is also an ctive member of quite a few 7

LT

organisations: 2 board member of the American =" o

Chamber of Commerce, and former chair of its
marketing commities: a member of the board of
the IAA in Egypt and New York. of the Eu-
ropean Sociery of Markering Research, and of
the Public Relations Association. Quite 2 Jane
of all trades — and mastering all of them.

Formume magazine™s elected few share certain
characteristics. First. these op women en-
treprenenrs bave their own businesses: they are
not employees. Second, thev build the bustness
themselves — no pampered heirssses here.
They must be leaders in their field and, above
afl. they must have contributed 1o their sociery.
Zaklama meets all these criteria. =My contribu-
tion was related 10 my business and to the pro-
fession itself.” she explains.

In 1962, Zaklama started our, nnning the firse
private advertising agency in Egypt (thene were
public agencies. connected with newspapers).
She did not choose the career, but “was thrown
into it". She is wrv. even today: "It was not at
all easy and [ would not wish upon my bitterest
enemy — if [ have any epemies — to go
through whar [ went through.™

In 1961. ber husband. who was working for
EgypiAir. thought of starting an advertising
agency as a part-ime job. He was then arrested
and detained for political reasons. Loula was
still a student at the American University-in
Cairo, only 19 but already a rnother of two. “I was
left alone. 1 had to survive,” she savs simply.

She decided to run her husband's company. At

first. she had no idea of what the business was
about, 50 she took advertising courses while sdll at
university. “I had to read. understand and teach my-
self,” she remembers.
Zakiama also had to struggle against the system.
“Everything was against me — especially the so-
cialist regime. [ was defying the system because I
was in the private sector at a fime whena only people
working for the government were able 1o survive.
Even men working in private companies were quit-
ting. T was fighting not against another company.
but against power.” She admits, bowever, that there
were beneficial aspects to these bard tmes. “1
would not have studied advertising so sericusly bad
I not been forced into ir. Knowledge was my wol. i
had no other means of putting up a fight.”

Surprisingly, Zaklama says she uever had prob-
lems as a woman mvading a man’s world. Her only
problems stemmed from the fact that she was run-
ning a privatt company and was competing with
the state for business. “Even now. I do not have
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problems because I am a woman. People just want
high-quality work: they don’t care if it is done by a
WOHmaR or a man.”

time urged ber to make that change.
Door policy of the late *70s paved the way for her
shift into marketing research. “The Infitsh meant
that a lot of products were imported into Egypt.
Consumers faced a lot of new choices. Inter-
national and multinationat co
erate in Egypt The only way for these companies
to market their prodocts and get to the consumer
was to understand consumers’ needs. This defines
what we do.” she explains.

Marketing research deals with products and con-
sumers’ peeds and behavionr. Loula’s Bps: those
entering the field shoald have a sense of endurance
as well as the will 10 leamn — and keep on learning.
“The first step to failure is to say I do oot need to
learn, I know it all and T have done it all,” she em-

mmmhﬂmﬁghtmimpmvem:'ad-
vertsing industry in Egypt by introducing the In-
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mpanies began to op- -

“This diploma is one of my contributions to the
profession. It was a team effort, comried ont four
years ago. Jt was really difficult, though” Zak-

know how stong this university is. When they
were sure of the university, they gave us the ac-
creditation. We worked until we got it throngh ™

Zaklama is clearly prood of ber efforts — and

with her suocess.

At the IAA's interational conpress, 1,500 del-
egates of international advertising agencies, media
mien and experts on information techooilogy will
take part in the biggest advenising goathering

ecqnomy, tourism and -advertsement are com-
cemed,” she éxplains. “This is why the competition
is always tough We had 10 convince the TAA
board that we have the necessary facilities as well
as the ability 10 organise the congress and provide

" As an active member of the

a good programme.
-IAA since 1968, Zaklama's job was to get the

board’s support. .

Zaklama's dream was shared by all her .
“Abdalish Abdel-Bari, former chairman of the
board_u_t'Al—A!nam Organisation;, and & leader in
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forts of a devoted homemsker: okl paint-
mgm&nwﬂl;sﬂmnﬁu.%
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fupnitare, desks, shelves, business muag-

: CAmMpAgT £
: on. ' We provide facts and figures as well as

[l corrent investment success stories, in-

formation we gt from the Iavestment Au-
thority or the Ministry of Economy.”
) Zaklamalsalsouyingtplendahelp-

PR campaign called “Embrace Egypt*
launched

industry. The campaign targets

the company was already established
: andeverythingisﬁne.antheéu-ddaysare

over and we can reap the fruit.”

Profile by Rehab Saad

Pack of Candy

¥ Darlings. I just atteded 2 wedding to beat all
ings. one that should imspire all those who
arcplanninglotielheknottlﬁssumn_ler.Wm
at weddings. 1 find, promotes the kind of ro-
mantic mood one likes to be in on such occa-
sions — provided there is a great deal of it of
course. This must have been what Hanan Said
Sonbal, media coordinator of the American
University in Cairo’s et of Theatre,
Music, An and Fiim. DfMSql_nn'MKhnn‘iinml;I:é
regional managex ps. ;
xgvll;i:n they decided that oply a poolside re-
jon would have that idyllic touch to crown
a special wedding. Wiscly.thgychosethtCal-
ro Meridien Hotel, where Cairo’s mosl prom-
inent politicians, wxiters. _qualms._bu_smﬁs-
men and public personalities were invited 10
dineanddminafairy@lesdnng.mmﬂn
Nile flowing literally at their fiet. I bet my dear

 friend Nadia Makram Ebeid, our minister of

state for Epvironmental Affairs, and Hanan's
aunt otherwise, approved of the back-to-hamure
setting. At least she was not bothered by cigar-
elte smoke. .

I noticed the bride’s and groom’s fathers, re-
spectively famous writer and colurnnist Said
Sonbol and renowned anaesthetist Dr Khairi
Naguib. admiring the incredible view. while
their gorgeous wives engaged in joyful chat-

ting, when they were not busy welcoming the .
guesis. The DJs Hani and Hebe rose w every-
one’s expectations when the famboyant voice
of Celine Dion soared, melting the hardast of
hearts with the Titanic"s theme soug., My Heart
Will Go On . followed by Abdel-Hakim Hafez
and Ana Lak Ala Towd. 1 bet that is what Sa-
mir was telling Hanan when the lights were
dimmed for the slow dances.

# This weck is certamly resounding with the
sound of music: I just found owt that our fa-
mous pianiss Ranei Yassa is in town, back
from gue of his extensive European tours.
Ramyzi does go around quite a lot, [ must say,
as befits an syrist of his international repotation,
but he never forgets to come back to Egypt and
his mumerous friends. This time, however,
things mright be slightly different. Ramzi could
be here for a much longer stay. You are all dy-
ingmknowwhmhjngsa;hi&nto&imwhenda‘:
temperaiure js soaring reasonable people’
are heading towards the beaches, and you
would like me to tell you what T know and you
don't, but I can only hint at what caught my
eye yesterday in Al-Akrane they simply re-
ferred to Remzi as the new director of the Op-
era House. Nothing official yet — but if | were
you I'd keep uned in.
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